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August 23, 2017 

Planning Board Town of Westwood 
580 High Street Westwood, MA 
02090 

RE: Application for a Wireless Communication Overlay District - Evoromental Impact and Design Review 
for modification to an existing Wireless Communications Facility. Location: 213 Fox Hill Street, 
Westwood, MA 02090 (the “Property”) Applicant: Sprint Spectrum L.P. (the “Applicant”) 

Dear Honorable Board Members: 

The Applicant, Sprint Spectrum, L.P. (“Applicant”), is licensed by the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) to construct and operate a wireless telecommunications network throughout the 
country, including the Town of Westwood Massachusetts.  The Applicant is in the process of upgrading 
their existing telecommunications system to better serve the New England Market including the State 
of Massachusetts. 

The Applicant currently co-locates on the existing the existing Wireless Communications Facility 
(“WCF”) located at 213 Fox Hill Street, Westwood, MA 02090 and seeks to perform modifications as 
shown on the plans submitted with this Application (the “Plans”).  The Applicant proposes to add (3) 
new antennas [and associated cables]. Applicant also proposes to mount (3) Remote Radio Heads (RRH) 
behind the new antennas.  In addition, the Applicant proposes to retrofit existing equipment cabinets 
with RAN and battery strings within the existing lease area at ground level.  

The Property is located in the SRE (Single Residential E) zoning district. According to Section 
9.4.2 of the Town of Westwood Zoning By-Laws (“By-Law”), the use is allowed provided that the 
Planning Board agrees the requirements have been met per Section 7.3. 



I. Background_ 

The Applicant is licensed by the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”) to construct and operate a 
wireless telecommunications network in various markets throughout the country, including the Town of 
Westwood.  A copy of the Applicant’s FCC license is attached hereto.  The Applicant is in the process of 
upgrading some of its equipment to better serve its customers in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.   

II. RF Coverage Determination_

The existing WCF provides adequate coverage to the targeted sections of the Town of 
Westwood and the immediate surrounding area. With the Board’s approval, the modifications will 
allow the applicant to provide better voice quality and data speeds for the subscribers in the area.   

III. The Facility_

After installation of the proposed modifications, the WCF will remain unmanned and will only 
require bi-monthly maintenance visits. The only utilities required to operate this WCF are standard 120-
volt electrical power as well as telephone service which currently exist on site. The traffic generated by 
the WCF will be about one to two vehicle trips per month by maintenance personnel who will inspect 
the WCF to ensure it remains in good working order. The WCF will remain in compliance with all 
applicable local, state and federal safety codes.  The use is passive in nature and will not emit smoke, 
fumes, odors, excessive noise, or any hazardous material and will continue as such. 

IV. Legal Argument and Findings of Fact for a Site Plan Approval_

The Applicant has satisfied the requirements for the granting of the requested Site Plan 
Approval  pursuant to Sections 7.3 and 9.4 of the Town of Westwood Zoning By-Law as follows: 



7.3 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT AND DESIGN REVIEW (EIDR) 

7.3.1 Purpose. The purpose of this Section is to provide individual detailed review of 
certainuses and structures which have a substantial impact upon the character of the 
Town and upon traffic, utilities and property values therein, thereby affecting the public 
health, safety and general welfare thereof. The environmental impact and design review 
process is intended to promote the specific purposes listed in Section 1.1, Purpose.  

The proposed modified wireless facility will not have a substantial impact upon the character of the Town. 
To the extent that character relates to visual impact, its appearance will be virtually identical to the existing 
wireless facility. The Wireless Communications Overlay District includes the Parcel 09-065. As the 
existing facility is an allowed use, the modification of the facility is consistent with the intent and purpose of 
the Town of Westwood Zoning bylaws. 

7.3.7 Environmental Impact and Design Standards.The following standards shall be 
utilized by the Planning Board to review and evaluate all applications pursuant to this 
Section. These standards are intended to provide a frame of reference for the Applicant 
in the development of their project and building plans as well as criteria for review by the 
Planning Board. These standards shall not be regarded as inflexible requirements. They 
are not intended to discourage creativity, invention and innovation. The specification of 
one or more particular architectural styles is not included in these standards. The 
standards of review outlined in this Section shall also apply to all accessory buildings, 
structures, freestanding signs and other site features, however related to the principal 
buildings or structures.  

7.3.7.1 Preservation of Landscape.  The landscape shall be preserved in its natural state, 
insofar as practicable.  Tree and soil removal shall be minimized, and any grade changes 
shall be consistent with the general appearance of neighboring developed areas.  Due 
regard shall be given to the attractive utilization of the natural features of the area, 
including trees, woods, streams and ponds. All open areas which cannot be preserved in 
their natural state shall be replanted as far as practicable with as many trees and plantings 
as previously existed. 

The proposed antennas on the water tank will not affect the existing landscaping or involve the 
removal of soil or result in any change of the grade of the property. The replacement antennas and 
remote radio heads will be designed to match the existing antennas and therefore will continue to 
blend with the appearance of the water tank. 

7.3.7.2 Relation of Buildings to Environment. The proposed development shall be 
related harmoniously to the terrain and to the use, scale and architecture of existing 
buildings in the vicinity that have functional or visual relationship to the proposed 
building.  The Planning Board may require a modification in massing so as to reduce the 
effect of shadows on abutting property, public open space or streets.  



The proposed  antennas will not affect the scale or architecture of the water tank. The replacement 
antennas and remote radio heads will be installed at the same height of the existing antennas and 
designed to match the current installation in a manner that minimizes its visibility from 
neighboring residences and streets and in accordance with the Town of Westwood, Zoning By-
Law encouragement of co-location within the WCOD. The proposed antennas and remote radio 
heads will not extend above the current installation. 

7.3.7.3 Open Space. All open space shall be so designed as to add to the visual 
amenities of the vicinity by maximizing its visibility for persons passing the site or 
overlooking it from nearby properties. 

The proposed antennas and remote radio heads will be mounted on the water tank at the same 
height as the existing antennas and following the installation, the total number of antennas will 
be at the current level of 6 antennas. The proposed installation of antennas will not affect open 
space or alter the appearance of the existing water tank for persons passing by the site or 
overlooking it from nearby properties. 

7.3.7.4 Circulation, Traffic Impact and Alternative Means of Transportation.  With 
respect to vehicular and pedestrian circulation and traffic, including entrances, ramps, 
walkways, drives and parking, special attention shall be given to location, number and 
function of access points to the public streets (especially in relation to existing traffic 
flow, traffic controls and mass transit facilities), width of interior drives and access 
points, general interior circulation, separation of pedestrian and vehicular traffic, access 
to community facilities, the arrangement, safety and convenience of both vehicle and 
bicycle parking areas and the effect thereof upon the use and enjoyment of proposed 
buildings and structures and the neighboring properties, and the traffic impact of the 
proposed development on nearby public and private streets. Each proposed facility is 
encouraged to incorporate alternative means of transportation, including bicycle and 
shuttle bus, and shall make adequate provision for the convenience of vehicular and 
pedestrian movement within the site in which the facility is to be located, and in relation 
to nearby streets, property and improvements. 

7.3.7.5 Stormwater Drainage and Erosion Control.  Special attention shall be given to 
proper site surface drainage (i) so that removal of surface waters will not adversely affect 
neighboring properties or the public storm drainage system and (ii) so as to minimize 
any adverse impact upon nearby “downstream” properties. Stormwater shall be 
removed from all roofs, canopies and paved areas in a manner complying with the 
stormwater management standards adopted and as amended from time to 
time by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection.  Surface water in 
all paved areas shall be collected at intervals so that it will not obstruct the flow of 
vehicular or pedestrian traffic and will not create puddles in the paved area.  Erosion 
and sediment controls must be implemented to prevent any negative impacts during 
construction or other land disturbance activities. Permanent post-development erosion 
controls must be implemented and maintained where necessary. 

The proposed antennas and remote radio heads and additional cabling will generate no traffic 
or other negative impacts on surrounding properties or the Town of Westwood. 



The proposed antennas and remote radio heads and additional cabling will not impact storm 
water drainage on the site. 

7.3.7.6 Advertising Features. The size, location, design, color texture, lighting and 
materials of all permanent signs and outdoor advertising structures or features shall not 
detract from the use and enjoyment of proposed buildings and structures and the 
surrounding properties. 

7.3.7.7 Special Features.  Exposed storage areas, exposed machinery installations, 
service areas, truck loading areas, utility buildings and structures shall be subject to 
such setbacks, screen plantings or other screening methods as shall reasonably be 
required to prevent their being incongruous with the existing or contemplated 
environment and the surrounding properties. All towers, antennas and poles shall be 
sited, designed and sized to have minimal visual impact on nearby properties. 

7.3.7.8 Safety. With respect to personal safety, all open and enclosed spaces shall be 
designed to facilitate building evacuation and maximize accessibility by fire, police and 
other emergency personnel and equipment.  Insofar as practicable, all exterior spaces 
and interior public and semi-public spaces shall be designed to minimize the fear and 
probability of personal harm or injury by increasing the potential surveillance by 
neighboring residents and passersby of an accident or attempted criminal act. Traffic to 
and from any facility shall not cause safety hazards or increased congestion in nearby 
residential neighborhoods. 

7.3.7.9 Heritage. With respect to the Town’s heritage, removal or disruption of historic, 
traditional or significant uses, structures or architectural elements shall be minimized 
insofar as practicable, whether these exist on the site or on adjacent properties. 

There are no signs or advertising proposed as part of the proposed antennas. 

The antennas and remote radio heads and additional cabling will be installed at the same 
height a s the existing antennas and designed to match in a m anner that minimizes i ts visibility 
f rom neighboring r esidences a nd s treets and i n accordance with the Town of Westwood, 
Zoning By-Law encouragement of co-location. There will be no perceptible change t o the 
existing conditions as a r esult of the  proposed antennas. 

The installation of the water tank mounted antennas will not affect public safety as it relates to 
evacuation or accessibility during an emergency. It will have no effect on potential surveillance or 
expose residents to criminal acts. 
Sprint is in compliance with federal and state regulations to ensure that its wireless 
telecommunications facilities are operating in compliance with all applicable standards and 
mandates. 
Sprint operates in compliance with all of the rules and regulations promulgated by the 
Federal Communications Commission as required by its licensing. 

The existing structure is not historic and the proposed antennas do not impact any historic 
structures. The existing structure currently includes the wireless telecommunications equipment 
of the Applicant and competitors of the Applicant. 



7.3.7.10 Microclimate.  With respect to the localized climatic characteristics of a given 
area, any development which proposes new structures, new hard-surface ground 
coverage or the installation of machinery which emits heat, vapor or fumes, shall 
endeavor to minimize, insofar as practicable, any adverse impact on light, air and 
water resources or on noise and temperature levels of the immediate environment. 

7.3.7.11 Energy Efficiency. To the maximum extent reasonably practicable, proposals 
shall utilize energy-efficient technology and renewable energy resources and shall 
adhere to the principles of energy-conscious design with regard to orientation, building 
materials, shading, landscaping and other elements.  Efforts shall be made to 
harmonize energy-related components with the character of the building and its 
surroundings and to prevent adverse effects on the energy consumption of neighboring 
structures and on the environment. 

7.3.7.12 Detrimental Effects.  No proposed facility shall be detrimental to the health, 
safety or welfare of persons working or living in the neighborhood, or by reason of 
danger of fire or explosion, environmental pollution, corrosion, toxic or noxious fumes, 
gas, smoke, soot, dust, odors, noise or vibrations or other hazards. 

Sprint is not proposing any new structures, new hard-surfaces ground coverage, or the 
installation of machinery which emits heat, vapor, or fumes. The Applicant is proposing to 
install antennas and add remote radio heads at its existing facility with antennas of 
substantially similar dimensions. 

The utilities will continue to be obtained from existing service in a manner consistent with 
current power and telephone services at the water tank. 

The existing wireless communications facility will continue to be operated in compliance with 
all applicable federal and state regulations, including regulations governing radio frequency 
emissions. The facility will be constructed in full compliance with Federal Aviation 
Administration ("FAA") and Federal Communications Commission ("FCC") regulations and all 
other applicable state and local regulations. Sprint Wireless operates in compliance with all of 
the rules and regulations promulgated by the Federal Communications Commission as required 
by its licensing. 

7.3.7.13 Nearby Properties. Nearby properties shall be protected against detrimental 
uses on the site. 

The proposed antennas will not be a detriment to the public, and in fact, will benefit the public 
by lessening the visual impact by modifying an existing wireless communications facility on an 
existing water tank that currently contains wireless communications facilities, decreasing the 
need for additional new wireless facilities in the community, and increasing Sprint’s service 
coverage in the Town of Westwood and the surrounding community. By allowing the 
proposed  antennas at this existing water tank utilizing the existing mounts consistent with 
competitors' facilities, the intent of the Bylaw will be met. The  existing wireless 
communications facility is designed to be unobtrusive and sited to minimize visibility from 
nearby properties as well as reasonably possible, and will reduce any alleged adverse visual 
impacts by replacing antennas on existing mounts. 



7.3.7.14 Specific Standards for High and Washington Street.  Where the nature of the 
following design features is considered significant to the preservation or enhancement 
of the desirable visual quality and property values of a particular part of High Street 
or Washington Street, any new structure or alteration shall be harmoniously related to 
nearby pre-existing structures and the street facade in terms of color, texture, 
materials, scale, height, setbacks, roof and cornice lines, signs and design elements such 
as door and window size and location and door and window detailing, including 
materials for sills, lintels, frames and thresholds and any other major design elements.  

This design standard is not applicable. The proposed  facility is not on or in proximity to High 
or Washington Streets. 

7.3.7.15 Air Quality.  Any use whose emissions are such as to cause it to be classified as 
a major new stationary source of air pollution, as defined by the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) under the Clean Air Act, and any use required to apply to the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection under 310 CMR 7.00 or to 
EPA under Section 112 of the Clean Air Act for permission to emit asbestos, benzene, 
beryllium, mercury, vinyl chloride, or radionuclides shall be permitted only upon 
determination by the Planning Board that compliance with the requirements of those 
agencies is assured, and that health and safety are adequately protected. 

This design standard is not applicable. The proposed  antennas and remote radio heads and 
additional cabling will not emit contamination into the air. 

7.3.7.16 Plants and Animals.  Location and design shall not cause avoidable damage to 
wildlife habitats or corridors, or to any plant species listed as endangered, threatened 
or of special concern by the Massachusetts Natural Heritage Program, or to any tree 
with more than a twenty-four (24) inch trunk diameter one (1) foot above grade. An 
application for a MBD special permit must include documentation to the Planning 
Board of having consulted with the Conservation Commission and the Massachusetts 
Natural Heritage Program regarding these considerations, and that the proposed site 
either contains no such habitats or materials, or that all feasible efforts to avoid, 
minimize or compensate for damage have been reflected in the development proposal. 

This design standard is not applicable. There are no known wildlife habitats or corridors, or any 
plant species listed as endangered, threatened or/of special concern on the water tank. 

7.3.7.17 Vibration.  Except for blasting and other activities within the jurisdiction of 
the Board of Fire Prevention Regulations, no use shall be allowed which produces 
vibration at or beyond the boundaries of the premises exceeding two- thirds (2/3) the 
frequency/amplitude limitations established by the Board of Fire Prevention 
Regulations at 527 CMR 13.11 (18) for three (3) minutes or more in any hour between 
7:00 am and 9:00 pm or for thirty (30) seconds or more in any hour between 9:00 pm 
and 7:00 am. 

The proposed antennas and remote radio heads and additional cabling will not generate any 
perceptible vibration during installation or operation. 



7.3.7.18 Electrical Disturbances. No EMF emission shall be permitted which adversely 
affects the operation of any equipment on other properties.

The facility will be constructed in full compliance with Federal Communications Commission 
("FCC") regulations and all other applicable state and local regulations. Sprint operates in 
compliance with all of the rules and regulations promulgated by the Federal Communications 
Commission as required by its licensing. 

7.3.7.19 Historic and Archaeological Sites.  Location and design shall not cause 
avoidable damage or impairment to the historic or archaeological value of buildings 
on sites recorded on the Massachusetts Register of Historic Places. An application for 
a MBD special permit shall submit documentation that either the site does not contain 
or impact such buildings or sites, or that any potential damage or impairment has 
been effectively mitigated. 

The water tank at 1 Fox Hill Street is not recorded as having historic or archaeological value 
on the Massachusetts Register of Historic Places. 

7.3.7.20 Solid Waste.  Each development must document arrangements for 
satisfactory disposal of tree stumps and debris resulting from construction, and must 
make permanent arrangement for satisfactory on-site storage of refuse pending its 
removal, such storage to be screened from public view, secure from vermin, birds or 
other animals, and located to present minimal hazard in the event of fire and 
minimal threat to water quality in the event of container failure.  

The existing and modified wireless communications facility does not generate any solid waste. 

7.3.7.21 Water Quality.  Any development subject to review pursuant to this Section 
which involves a use prohibited or requiring a special permit in a Water Resource 
Protection Overlay District pursuant to Section 9.3 may be allowed if such 
development is located outside of the Water Resource Protection Overlay District and 
if the material regulated is less than twenty (20) gallons liquid or less than one 
hundred fifty (150) pounds dry weight. If exceeding those limits the use shall be 
allowed only if the Planning Board, in its review of the application pursuant to this 
Section, determines that the Applicant has documented that adequate safeguards for 
protecting the integrity of groundwater quality have been assured.  Any development 
subject to review pursuant to this Section which involves a use prohibited or 
requiring a special permit under Section 9.3 and is located within a Water Resource 
Protection Overlay District may be allowed if such development has been granted a 
special permit pursuant to the provisions of Section 9.3. 

The design standard is not applicable to the modification of antennas. 



9.4 WIRELESS COMMUNICATION OVERLAY DISTRICT (WCOD) 

9.4.7.1 Development Standards. An Applicant proposing a wireless communication 
facility must demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Planning Board that the visual 
and aesthetic impacts of the wireless communication facility on nearby properties 
will be minimal.  The Applicant must also demonstrate that the facility must be 
located at the proposed site due to technical, topographical or other unique 
circumstances, and that no reasonable combination of locations, techniques, or 
technologies will mitigate the height or visual impact of the proposed wireless 
communication facility. 

9.4.7.2 Co-location of wireless communication facilities is encouraged. To the extent 
possible, wireless communication facilities shall be located in or on existing 
buildings or structures, including, but not limited to, buildings, communication 
facilities, utility transmission towers or poles, water towers, and related facilities, 
provided that such installation preserves the character and integrity of these 
buildings or structures.  The Applicant shall have the burden of demonstrating to 
the satisfaction of the Planning Board that a good faith effort has been made to co-
locate on an existing building or structure, or on an existing Major or Minor 
wireless communication facility, that there are no feasible existing buildings or 
structures upon which to locate, and that no reasonable combination of locations, 
techniques or technologies will obviate the need for the proposed wireless 
communication facility. 

The proposed  antennas will not be injurious, obnoxious, offensive, dangerous, or a 
nuisance to the community or the neighborhood through noise, vibration, concussion, 
odors, fumes, smoke, gases, dust, harmful fluids or substances, danger of fire or explosion or 
other objectionable feature detrimental to the community or neighborhood health, safety, 
convenience, morals or welfare. 

The proposed antennas and remote radio heads and additional cabling will not result in a 
dissemble change to the existing wireless communications facility and there will not 
result in any impact to the integrity of adjoining districts nor will it be detrimental to 
health, morals or welfare. 

Sprint proposed facility  is both essential and desirable to the public convenience and 
welfare, as it will allow for improved wireless communications within the town of 
Westwood. Citizens of Westwood will have better wireless service for emergency, 
business and personal calls. 

Sprint is committed to working with local commumties in siting and construction of its 
wireless communication facilities. Because of Sprint's desire to be a good neighbor and 
establish long-term relationships, Sprint makes every effort to identify potential community 
concerns and incorporate all appropriate mitigation measures in the site selection process. 
By focusing on modifying existing antennas to accommodate changes in technology, Sprint is 
reducing the need for additional siting. The proposed modification of antennas and remote 
radio heads and additional cabling will utilize an existing facility at a location that currently 
contains not only the applicant's equipment but the wireless equipment of its competitors. 



9.4.7.3  Major wireless communication facilities shall be designed and constructed 
to accommodate the maximum number of presently interested users that is 
technologically practical, except where the Planning Board determines that a 
reduction in the size or height of a facility would be preferable despite a negative 
effect on co-location opportunity.  In addition, if the number of proposed users is 
less than four, the applicant shall provide a plan showing how the proposed tower 
can be expanded to accommodate up to four users. In the event that the Planning 
Board finds that co-location is preferable, the applicant must agree to allow co-
location pursuant to commercially reasonable terms to additional users. 

This provision is not applicable to modifying antennas with the addition of remote radio 
heads at an existing facility on a water tank. 

9.4.7.4 All new antenna support structures shall be buildings or monopoles. Where 
appropriate to the surrounding area, at the sole discretion of the Planning Board, 
monopoles shall be disguised as flag poles or trees.

9.4.7.5 The highest point of a Major wireless communication facility, including its 
antenna support structure and any component thereof or attachment thereto, shall 
not exceed one hundred (100) feet above ground level, except that this height limit 
may be increased, at the sole discretion of the Planning Board, subject to a finding 
that such increased height will have no significant adverse impact on the town and 
surrounding residential properties.  

9.4.7.6 The maximum diameter or width of any Major wireless communication 
facility antenna support system shall be no more than three (3) feet, except that this 
diameter or width may be increased, at the sole discretion of the Planning Board, 
subject to a finding that such increased diameter or width will have no significant 
adverse impact on the town and surrounding residential properties.  

9.4.7.7 All Major wireless communication facilities shall be setback from all 
property lines abutting any public way, including any sidewalk, a distance equal to 
one hundred percent (100%) of the height of the highest point of the wireless 
communication facility, except that this setback requirement may be reduced, at the 
sole discretion of the Planning Board, to allow the integration of a wireless 
communication facility into an existing or proposed building or structure.  

The proposed antennas and remote radio heads and additional cabling is for an existing 
water tank mounted wireless facility. 
This provision is not applicable. 

This provision is not applicable to the proposed antennas with the addition of remote 
radio heads at an existing facility on a water tank. 

This provision is not applicable to the proposed antennas with the addition of remote radio 
heads at an existing facility on a water tank 



This provision is not applicable to the proposed antennas with the addition of remote radio 
heads at an existing facility on a water tank. 

9.4.7.8 No Major wireless communication facility shall be constructed with 
distance equal to one hundred percent (100%) of the height of the highest point of 
the wireless communication facility from any existing residential dwelling or any 
proposed dwelling for which a building permit or subdivision approval has been 
issued. However, this regulation shall not prohibit the later development of any 
residential dwelling within said distance from an existing wireless communication 
facility.  

This provision is not applicable to the proposed antennas with the addition of remote 
radio heads at an existing facility on the side of a water tank. 

9.4.7.9 All equipment enclosures and other improvements included within a 
wireless communication facility shall be architecturally designed to blend in with 
the surrounding environment and shall be maintained in good appearance and 
repair. 

The proposed antennas and remote radio heads will not result in a dissemble change to 
the appearance of the existing wireless communications facility. Sprint will continue to 
maintain all aspects of the facility in good appearance and repair. 

9.4.7.10 Unless waived by the Planning Board, fencing shall be provided to 
control access to the base of a Major wireless communication facility.  The fencing 
shall be compatible with the scenic character of the Town, as determined by the 
Planning Board, and shall not consist of chain link, barbed wire or razor wire. 

This provision is not applicable to the proposed antennas with the addition of remote 
radio heads at an existing facility on a water tank. 

9.4.7.11 All exterior wireless communication facilities shall be painted, 
colored,molded, installed or otherwise screened to minimize their visibility to 
abutters, adjacent streets, views from scenic roads, and residential neighborhoods. 
Ground mounted equipment shall be screened from view by suitable vegetation, 
except where a design of non-vegetative screening better reflects and complements 
the architectural character of the surrounding neighborhood. Existing on-site 
vegetation shall be preserved to the maximum extent feasible.   

The proposed antennas will be installed at the same height as the existing antennas and 
painted to match the water tank in a manner that minimizes visibility from neighboring 
residences and streets and in accordance with the Town of Westwood, Zoning By-Law 
encouragement of co-location. The location of the exisisting concrete pad will not be 
altered as a result of the antenna replacement. 



9.4.7.12 All antennas on a Major wireless communication facility shall be single 
unit cross-polar antennas.  Antennas shall be designed and mounted in such a 
manner as to present the smallest possible silhouette, profile, or cross-section. 

The proposed antennas will utilize existing mounts that will match the color of the 
existing antennas, which will minimize the visibility of the devices. 

9.4.7.13 Wireless communication facilities shall not be lighted unless required 
by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), or unless after consultation with 
the Police and Fire Chiefs, the Planning Board requires such lighting for public 
safety reasons, or unless the Planning Board requires the lighting of a monopole 
disguised as a flag pole.

The proposed antennas will not require lighting. 

9.4.7.14 Wireless communication facilities shall not interfere with nor have any 
negative effect on the Town’s emergency radio communications.

 The wireless facility will continue to be operated in compliance with all applicable federal 
and state regulations, including regulations governing radio frequency emissions. 
Sprint is in compliance with federal and state regulations to ensure that its wireless 
telecommunications facilities are operating in compliance with all applicable 
standards and mandates. 

9.4.7.15 Signs posted for advertisement or any other reasons shall not be 
allowed on or in the vicinity of a Major wireless communication facility, with the 
exception of one (1) sign not exceeding four (4) square feet in area at the facility 
which shall display the name and telephone number of the person and company 
responsible for the maintenance of the facility. The signage shall also display a 
‘No Trespassing’ warning. 

As part of the proposed antennas, no new signage is proposed by Sprint. 

V. Conclusion: 

The Applicant hereby requests that the Board determine that the Applicant has 
satisfied the requirements for Site Plan Review and to further determine that the proposed 
modifications will not have an adverse effect on the surrounding neighborhood and the Town 
of Westwood as a whole.  The findings are made in view of the particular unique 
characteristics of the Property and of the WCF’s design and location, as detailed in this 
application.   

For all of the above, the Applicant respectfully requests the Board to grant the 
foregoing zoning relief in the form of a special permit and/or such other relief as the Board 
deems necessary to allow the proposed modifications. 



Sincerely, 

Ignacio Formoso 
Agent for Sprint Spectrum, L.P.  
Tower Resource Management, Inc. 
16 Chestnut Street, Suite 220 
Foxborough, MA 02035 
Mobile: 781-733-1623 
Fax: 774-215-5423 
Email: iformoso@trmcom.com 





 1 
Special Permit and Site Plan Review Application Form 

Revised through January 2009 

TOWN OF WESTWOOD 
PLANNING BOARD 

APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL PERMIT AND SITE PLAN REVIEW 

IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION FOR APPLICANTS 

All applications to the Planning Board will be acted upon and all information must be complete 
and correct to the best of the Applicant’s knowledge.  Incomplete applications may cause delays 
and may be the basis for a denial of the application.  If you have any questions regarding the 
Board’s procedure, please contact the Town Planner at (781) 251-2581. 

Your complete submission must contain twenty (20) packets, with each packet to include a copy 
of all submissions, including this application form, engineering plans, architectural renderings, 
Environmental Impact and Design Review report, traffic study and other required supplemental 
information.  It is important to review the applicable section of the Westwood Zoning 
Bylaw relating to the requested permit and the relevant Rules and Regulations, if any, to 
ensure that all requirements for application submittal are met.  The Zoning Bylaw, Zoning 
Map, application forms and the Planning Board’s General Special Permit Granting Authority 
Rules and Regulations and Rules and Regulations specifically for Major Residential 
Development (Section 8.5), Shared Driveways (Section 6.1.26), Senior Residential 
Development (Section 8.6) and Scenic Ways (M.G.L. Ch. 40 §15C) are available on the 
Planning Board section of the Town’s web site (www.townhall.westwood.ma.us).   

Any request for waivers of the required application information must be included in the packet. 
Along with the twenty packets, there must be a check made payable to the Town of Westwood 
to cover the appropriate fee(s) and a completed request form for a certified list of abutters (form 
is available on Planning Board’s website).  A copy of the packet must also be filed with the Town 
Clerk. 
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Special Permit and Site Plan Review Application Form 

Revised through January 2009 

WESTWOOD PLANNING BOARD APPLICATION FOR HEARING 

1. Name of Applicant:
______________________________________________________________________

2. Mailing Address of Applicant:
_______________________________________________________________________

3. Requested Permit(s):
______________________________________________________

4. Telephone: (H)____________________(W)___________________

E-Mail:  ______________________________

5. Address/Location of Property Subject to Hearing:
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

6. Owner of Property:
_______________________________________________________________________

7. Mailing Address of Property Owner:
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

8. Deed Recorded in:
a. County Registry of Deeds, Book ________  Page __________
b. Registry District of the Land Court, Certificate Number ____________________
Page ________ Book __________ 

9. Has any Application ever been filed with the Planning Board regarding this Property?
_______________________________________________________________________

10. ____If Yes, When? ____4___________________________________________________

11. Has the Lot been surveyed by a Registered Land Surveyor?
________________________

12. Assessor’s Map and Parcel Number:
__________________________________________

13. Size of Parcel:
____________________________________________________________

14. Applicant is (check one)  Owner ________   Tenant ___________      Licensee ________
Prospective Purchaser  ___________    Other  _______________

Sprint Realty Company, L.P.

1 International Blvd., Suite 800 Mahwah

Pursuant to Section 7.3 Enviromental Impact and Design Review (EIDR) and Section 9.4 Wireless Overlay District (WCOD)

781 733-1623 ( Ignacio Formoso Authorized Agent)

iformoso@trmcom.com

213 Fox Hill Street, Westwood, MA

Dedham-Westwood Water District

50 Elm Street, PO Box 9137, Dedham, MA 02027

Yes

2012

Map 09, Block 065

Unknown

Approximately 33,541 square feet

X



 3 
Special Permit and Site Plan Review Application Form 

Revised through January 2009 

I hereby request a public hearing before the Westwood Planning Board with reference to the 
above noted application. 

I consent to pay for the cost of the legal advertisements as required by the Zoning Bylaw, which 
will be billed to me directly as the Applicant by the newspaper at a later date.  I also consent to 
pay for all costs incurred in conjunction with the “Reimbursement for Consultants” provisions of 
Zoning Bylaw Section 7.2 [Major Business Development], Section 7.3 [Environmental Impact 
and Design review], Section 8.5 [Major Residential Development], Section 8.6 [Senior 
Residential Development] Section 9.3 [Water Resource Protection Overlay District], Section 9.5 
[Planned Development Area Overlay District] and the “Project Review Fees” section in the 
various Rules and Regulations of the Planning Board acting as Special Permit and Permit 
Granting Authority, in addition to any other  fees, expenses and costs in connection with the 
review and evaluation of this application. 

Signed: _________________________________________________________________ 
Applicant (or Agent’s) Signature 

Signed: _________________________________________________________________ 
Property Owner of Record Signature 

Name:   _________________________________________________________________ 
Applicant 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________ 
Property Owner of Record  

Date:  _____________________ 

Received from the above Applicant:   Filing Fee:     $________________________           

Other Fees:       $________________________ 
(if applicable) 

(Authorized Agent)

See attached letter of Authorization

Sprint Realty Company, L.P.

Dedham-Westwood Water District

750.00

















April 8, 2014 

Joseph F. Doyle Jr. 
Building Inspector 
Town of Westwood 
50 Carby Street 
Westwood, MA 02090 

RE: Building Permit Application 
Applicant: Sprint Spectrum L.P. (“Sprint”) 
Property Owner: Dedham-Westwood Water District  
Property Address: 1 Fox Hill Street, Westwood, MA – BS03XC580 

Dear Inspector Doyle Jr.: 

Sprint Spectrum (“Sprint”) seeks a building permit for the installation of transmission equipment on the 
existing water tank and within the existing equipment compound at the above-referenced property.  Your 
zoning/building application form along with the applicable application fee of $240 is submitted with this 
letter.   

Introduction to Section 6409 

Sprint applies for the building permit under Section 6409 of the federal Middle Class Tax Relief and Job 
Creation Act of 2012, signed into law by the President on February 22, 2012.  While your town retains 
discretionary zoning review over the construction of new towers, simple collocations and/or equipment 
upgrades such as reflected in this application must now be approved with the issuance of a building 
permit.  The new law provides that: 

 “a State or local government may not deny, and shall approve, any eligible facilities 
request for a modification of an existing wireless tower or base station that does not 
substantially change the physical dimensions of such tower or base station.”   

The federal law defines an “eligible facilities request” as “(A) collocation of new transmission 
equipment; (B) removal of transmission equipment; or (C) replacement of transmission equipment.”  The 
new law authorizes the immediate installation of these eligible facilities to help improve the economy, 
create jobs, and speed the deployment of the services they provide.  A complete copy of Section 6409 of 
this new federal law is enclosed.  

Section 6409 Benefits Your Community and has been Embraced Across the Country 

Acknowledging that there is no valid basis in zoning to deny an application such as the one proposed 
here, municipalities across the nation have approved installations under Section 6409 with the issuance of 
a building permit.  With the new federal law providing guidance, municipalities have been quick to 
embrace the benefits of a streamlined administrative review for simple collocations and equipment 
modifications.  Unlike the construction of a new tower, simple collocations and/or equipment 
modifications such as this one have been quickly approved to expedite the deployment of wireless 
broadband.  Municipalities want their residents, businesses and emergency responders to benefit from 



improved wireless coverage and the latest technology (4G LTE for the iPhone 5 and other handsets) as 
quickly as possible. 

Sprint’s Application Must Be Approved 

Sprint’s application must be approved under this new federal law because the proposed installation 
involves “a modification of an existing wireless tower or base station that does not substantially change 
the physical dimensions of such tower or base station.”   

Sprint’s existing facility consists of three (3) panel antennas and associated coaxial cables at a centerline 
height of 85’2” on the existing water tank on the property.  Sprint’s facility also consists of radio cabinets 
within the existing fenced in compound. 

As shown on the enclosed plans prepared by Chappell Engineering Associates, LLC, dated 4/2/2014 
Sprint’s proposed modification to the existing facility consists principally of the following elements: 

1) On the Water Tank:  add three (3 ) new panel antennas mounted at an antenna centerline
height of 85’2”  three (3 ) remote radio heads, (RRHs),  and associated coaxial and fiber
cables.

2) In the Existing Compound: Retrofit existing MMBTS cabinet with 2.5 Radio Access
Network (RAN) equipment.  Also, install one (1) additional battery string inside existing
Battery Backup (BBU) cabinet.

Sprint’s installation will not increase the height of the water tank nor the dimensions of the equipment 
compound.  The installation is similar to others on the existing water tank.  As a result, the installation 
“does not substantially change the physical dimensions of such water tank or base station.”  The 
installation will enhance wireless communication services to the community and will enable users to 
access a state-of-the-art, fully digital system for voice communications, messaging, and data transmission 
and reception. 

Sprint respectfully requests that the building permit be issued as soon as possible so that Sprint can 
proceed with this installation immediately.  If we can provide any further information regarding this 
application, please let us know. 

Respectfully, 

Jon Ritter, Agent for Sprint Spectrum, L.P. (“Sprint”) 
Tower Resource Management 
16 Chestnut Street, Suite 220 
Foxborough, MA 02035 
Phone: 774-264-0016 

Enclosures: Zoning/Building Permit Application Form 
Construction Drawings
Tax Relief Act - Section 6409 





PUBLIC NOTICE
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St., S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

News Media Information 202 / 418-0500
Internet: http://www.fcc.gov

TTY: 1-888-835-5322

WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS BUREAU OFFERS GUIDANCE ON 
INTERPRETATION OF SECTION 6409(a) OF THE MIDDLE CLASS TAX RELIEF AND 

JOB CREATION ACT OF 2012
DA 12-2047

January 25, 2013

On February 22, 2012, the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 (Tax Act)1 became law.  
Section 6409(a) of the Tax Act provides that a state or local government “may not deny, and shall 
approve” any request for collocation, removal, or replacement of transmission equipment on an existing 
wireless tower or base station, provided this action does not substantially change the physical dimensions 
of the tower or base station.2 The full text of Section 6409(a) is reproduced in the Appendix to this Public 
Notice.

To date, the Commission has not received any formal petition to interpret or apply the provisions of 
Section 6409(a).  We also are unaware of any judicial precedent interpreting or applying its terms.  The 
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau has, however, received informal inquiries from service providers, 
facilities owners, and state and local governments seeking guidance as to how Section 6409(a) should be 
applied.  In order to assist interested parties, this Public Notice summarizes the Bureau’s understanding of 
Section 6409(a) in response to several of the most frequently asked questions.3

What does it mean to “substantially change the physical dimensions” of a tower or base station?

Section 6409(a) does not define what constitutes a “substantial[] change” in the dimensions of a tower or 
base station.  In a similar context, under the Nationwide Collocation Agreement with the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation and the National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, the 
Commission has applied a four-prong test to determine whether a collocation will effect a “substantial 
increase in the size of [a] tower.”4 A proposed collocation that does not involve a substantial increase in 

1 Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012, Pub. L. 112-96, H.R. 3630, 126 Stat. 156 (enacted Feb. 22, 
2012) (Tax Act).

2  Id., § 6409(a).

3 Although we offer this interpretive guidance to assist parties in understanding their obligations under Section 
6409(c), see, e.g., Truckers United for Safety v. Federal Highway Administration, 139 F.3d 934 (D.C.Cir. 1998), the 
Commission remains free to exercise its discretion to interpret Section 6409(a) either by exercising its rulemaking 
authority or through adjudication.  With two exceptions not relevant here, the Tax Act expressly grants the 
Commission authority to “implement and enforce” this and other provisions of Title VI of that Act “as if this title is 
a part of the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 151 et seq.).”  Tax Act § 6003.

4  47 C.F.R. Part 1, App. B, Nationwide Programmatic Agreement for the Collocation of Wireless Antennas, § I.C
(Nationwide Collocation Agreement).
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size is ordinarily excluded from the Commission’s required historic preservation review under Section 
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA).5 The Commission later adopted the same 
definition in the 2009 Declaratory Ruling to determine whether an application will be treated as a 
collocation when applying Section 332(c)(7) of the Communications Act of 1934.6 The Commission has 
also applied a similar definition to determine whether a modification of an existing registered tower 
requires public notice for purposes of environmental review.7

Under Section I.C of the Nationwide Collocation Agreement, a “substantial increase in the size of the 
tower” occurs if: 

1) [t]he mounting of the proposed antenna on the tower would increase the existing height of
the tower by more than 10%, or by the height of one additional antenna array with separation 
from the nearest existing antenna not to exceed twenty feet, whichever is greater, except that 
the mounting of the proposed antenna may exceed the size limits set forth in this paragraph 
if necessary to avoid interference with existing antennas; or 

2) [t]he mounting of the proposed antenna would involve the installation of more than the
standard number of new equipment cabinets for the technology involved, not to exceed four, 
or more than one new equipment shelter; or 

3) [t]he mounting of the proposed antenna would involve adding an appurtenance to the
body of the tower that would protrude from the edge of the tower more than twenty feet, or 
more than the width of the tower structure at the level of the appurtenance, whichever is 
greater, except that the mounting of the proposed antenna may exceed the size limits set 
forth in this paragraph if necessary to shelter the antenna from inclement weather or to 
connect the antenna to the tower via cable; or 

4) [t]he mounting of the proposed antenna would involve excavation outside the current
tower site, defined as the current boundaries of the leased or owned property surrounding the 
tower and any access or utility easements currently related to the site.

Although Congress did not adopt the Commission’s terminology of “substantial increase in size” in 
Section 6409(a), we believe that the policy reasons for excluding from Section 6409(a) collocations that 
substantially change the physical dimensions of a structure are closely analogous to those that animated 
the Commission in the Nationwide Collocation Agreement and subsequent proceedings.  In light of the 
Commission’s prior findings, the Bureau believes it is appropriate to look to the existing definition of 
“substantial increase in size” to determine whether the collocation, removal, or replacement of equipment 

5  See 16 U.S.C. § 470f, see also 47 C.F.R. § 1.1307(a)(4)  (requiring applicants to determine whether proposed 
facilities may affect properties that are listed, or are eligible for listing, in the National Register of Historic Places).

6 See Petition for Declaratory Ruling to Clarify Provisions of Section 332(c)(7)(B) to Ensure Timely Siting Review 
and to Preempt Under Section 253 State and Local Ordinances that Classify All Wireless Siting Proposals as 
Requiring a Variance, WT Docket No. 08-165, Declaratory Ruling, 24 FCC Rcd. 13994, 14012, para. 46 & n.146 
(2009) (2009 Declaratory Ruling), recon. denied, 25 FCC Rcd. 11157 (2010), pet. for review denied sub nom. City 
of Arlington, Texas v. FCC, 668 F.3d 229 (5th Cir.), cert. granted, 113 S.Ct. 524 (2012); 47 U.S.C. § 332(c)(7).

7  See 47 C.F.R. § 17.4(c)(1)(B); National Environmental Policy Act Compliance for Proposed Tower Registrations, 
WT Docket No. 08-61, Order on Remand, 26 FCC Rcd. 16700, 16720-21, para. 53 (2011).
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on a wireless tower or base station substantially changes the physical dimensions of the underlying 
structure within the meaning of Section 6409(a).

What is a “wireless tower or base station”?

A “tower” is defined in the Nationwide Collocation Agreement as “any structure built for the sole or 
primary purpose of supporting FCC-licensed antennas and their associated facilities.”8 The Commission 
has described a “base station” as consisting of “radio transceivers, antennas, coaxial cable, a regular and 
backup power supply, and other associated electronics.”9 Section 6409(a) applies to the collocation, 
removal, or replacement of equipment on a wireless tower or base station.  In this context, we believe it is 
reasonable to interpret a “base station” to include a structure that currently supports or houses an antenna, 
transceiver, or other associated equipment that constitutes part of a base station.10 Moreover, given the 
absence of any limiting statutory language, we believe a “base station” encompasses such equipment in 
any technological configuration, including distributed antenna systems and small cells.

Section 6409(a) by its terms applies to any “wireless” tower or base station.  By contrast, the scope of 
Section 332(c)(7) extends only to facilities used for “personal wireless services” as defined in that 
section.11 Given Congress’s decision not to use the pre-existing definition from another statutory 
provision relating to wireless siting, we believe the scope of a “wireless” tower or base station under 
Section 6409(a) is not intended to be limited to facilities that support “personal wireless services” under 
Section 332(c)(7).

May a state or local government require an application for an action covered under Section 
6409(a)?

Section 6409(a) states that a state or local government “may not deny, and shall approve, any eligible 
facilities request….”  It does not say that a state or local government may not require an application to be 
filed.  The provision that a state or local government must approve and may not deny a request to take a 
covered action, in the Bureau’s view, implies that the relevant government entity may require the filing of 
an application for administrative approval. 

8  See Nationwide Collocation Agreement, §  I.B.

9  See Implementation of Section 6002(b) of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993, WT Docket No. 10-
133, Annual Report and Analysis of Competitive Market Conditions With Respect to Mobile Wireless, Including 
Commercial Mobile Services, Fifteenth Report, 26 FCC Rcd. 9664, 9481, para. 308 (2011). 

10  See also 47 C.F.R. Part 1, App. C, Nationwide Programmatic Agreement Regarding the Section 106 National 
Historic Preservation Act Review Process, § II.A.14 (defining “tower” to include “the on-site fencing, equipment, 
switches, wiring, cabling, power sources, shelters, or cabinets associated with that Tower but not installed as part of 
an Antenna as defined herein”).

11 47 U.S.C. § 332(c)(7)(A).  “Personal wireless services” is in turn defined to mean “commercial mobile services, 
unlicensed wireless services, and common carrier wireless exchange access services.”  Id. § 332(c)(7)(C)(1).
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Is there a time limit within which an application must be approved?

Section 6409(a) does not specify any period of time for approving an application.  However, the statute 
clearly contemplates an administrative process that invariably ends in approval of a covered application.  
We believe the time period for processing these applications should be commensurate with the nature of 
the review.

In the 2009 Declaratory Ruling, the Commission found that 90 days is a presumptively reasonable period 
of time to process collocation applications.12 In light of the requirement of Section 6409(a) that the 
reviewing authority “may not deny, and shall approve” a covered request, we believe that 90 days should 
be the maximum presumptively reasonable period of time for reviewing such applications, whether for 
“personal wireless services” or other wireless facilities.

Wireless Telecommunications Bureau contact:  Maria Kirby at (202) 418-1476 or by email:  
Maria.Kirby@fcc.gov.

-FCC-

For more news and information about the Federal Communications Commission
please visit: www.fcc.gov

12  See 2009 Declaratory Ruling, 24 FCC Rcd. at 14012-13, paras. 46-47.
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APPENDIX

SEC. 6409. WIRELESS FACILITIES DEPLOYMENT.

(a) FACILITY MODIFICATIONS.

(1) IN GENERAL. Notwithstanding section 704 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (Public Law 
104–104) or any other provision of law, a State or local government may not deny, and shall approve, any 
eligible facilities request for a modification of an existing wireless tower or base station that does not 
substantially change the physical dimensions of such tower or base station.

(2) ELIGIBLE FACILITIES REQUEST. For purposes of this subsection, the term ‘‘eligible facilities 
request’’ means any request for modification of an existing wireless tower or base station that involves —
(A) collocation of new transmission equipment;
(B) removal of transmission equipment; or
(C) replacement of transmission equipment.

(3) APPLICABILITY OF ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS. Nothing in paragraph (1) shall be construed to 
relieve the Commission from the requirements of the National Historic Preservation Act or the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969.





April 11, 2014 

Sprint 
1 International Blvd 
Suite 800 
Mahwah, NJ 07495 

Structural Evaluation of Antenna Loads 

RE:
Candidate Number  BS03XC580 
Candidate Name   Westwood 
Candidate Address   1 Fox Hill Street, Westwood, MA 02090 

To whom it may concern: 

Chappell Engineering Associates, LLC has reviewed the existing antenna installation at the above referenced location.  Based 
upon the site audit completed by others, the existing antenna mounts consist of antenna pipe masts u-bolted to upper and 
lower HSS 3x3x1/4" stand-off mounts stud welded to the face of the water standpipe. 

The current Sprint antenna configuration consists of: 

Sector  Antenna Remote Radio Unit Antenna Support 
Alpha (1) RFS APXVSPP18-C-A20 (1)800MHz + (1)1900MHz Pipe mast U-bolted to T&B stand-off 
Beta (1) RFS APXVSPP18-C-A20 (1)800MHz + (1)1900MHz Pipe mast U-bolted to T&B stand-off 
Gamma (1) RFS APXVSPP18-C-A20 (1)800MHz + (1)1900MHz Pipe mast U-bolted to T&B stand-off 

Sprint currently proposes to add the following additional antennas and associated hardware: 

Sector  Antenna Remote Radio Unit Antenna Support 
Alpha (1) RFS APXVTM14-C-120 (1)2500MHz Pipe mast U-bolted to T&B stand-off 
Beta (1) RFS APXVTM14-C-120 (1)2500MHz Pipe mast U-bolted to T&B stand-off 
Gamma (1) RFS APXVTM14-C-120 (1)2500MHz Pipe mast U-bolted to T&B stand-off 

Based upon our review of the existing antenna mounts, and our review of the proposed aggregate antenna and associated 
hardware loads, Chappell Engineering Associates, LLC has determined that the existing structure and proposed antenna 
mounting system have adequate capacity to support the proposed antenna configuration as detailed on our construction 
drawings.  Photos of the existing installation as well as the appropriate antenna mounting details have been included in our 
construction drawings which are enclosed for your convenience. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to call. 

Very truly yours, 
CHAPPELL ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES, LLC 

Clement J Salek, P.E. 
CJS/cjs 



csalek
Typewritten Text
Existing Antenna Installation (uppermost antenna)
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Typewritten Text
Existing Stand-off Mount (T&B)
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