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Islington Center 

Visioning Session 

July 26, 2016 
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The Islington Center Task Force was established by the 

Board of Selectmen in September 2015 to allow for 

extensive public discussion and comment on proposed new 

developments 
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Defined Village Boundaries 
 

 Washington Street – Clapboardtree St. to Fairview St. 

 East Street – Washington St. to the East Street Bridge 

 School Street –  Washington St. to LBB Boundary 
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Identified existing properties, uses and building conditions 
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Provided an open forum for more in depth discussion of 

issues surrounding recent Planning Board application 
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Conducted an online survey – results to be posted to the 

town’s website on July 30th  
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Developed an inventory of vacant and underutilized 

commercial spaces 
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Issued a Request for Proposals  (RFP) for Islington 

Center Properties 
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Received one proposal from Petruzziello Properties – 

to be discussed at ICTF meeting on September 8th  
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Visioning Session to solicit “proposals” from 

residents.  What would you do if you had complete 

control of the town parcels and the developer’s 

parcels? 
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Break into small groups. 

 

Use plans and materials on tables to design your 

ideal Islington Center. 

 

Follow steps for development design: 
 

• Step 1 – Identify opportunities and constraints 

• Step 2 – Share ideas and imagine possibilities 

• Step 3 – Balance economic factors 

 

Share your Islington Center plan with all 

attendees. 
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Step 1 – Identify opportunities and constraints 
 

 Physical limitations of properties and buffer zones? 

 Public and private rights-of way and easements? 

 Grading? 

 Existing structures? 

 Utilities? 

 Parking? 

 Traffic concerns? 

 Pedestrian and bicycle concerns? 

 Willing property owners?  

 

 



ISLINGTON CENTER 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

19 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 2 – Share ideas and imagine possibilities 
 

 What attributes should be maintained?  

 What areas are in need of change? 

 Desired Commercial Uses – Retail, Restaurant, Office? 

 Desired Residential Uses – Single-family, Multi-family? 

 Community Facilities – Public and Non-profit? 

 Scale of Buildings – Height, Area, Design, Materials? 

 Parking Facilities – Location and Number of Spaces? 

 Open Space – Playgrounds, Fields, Sitting Areas? 

 Sidewalks & Bicycle Lanes? 

 Street Trees, Landscape Improvements, Furnishings, etc.? 
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Step 3 – Balance economic factors 
 

 Cost of land? 

 Cost of construction? 

 Rental income? 

 Maintenance costs? 

 Public service costs? 

 Tax revenue? 

 Effects on value of nearby properties? 

 Financing? 
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Islington Center Task Force meetings 

• September 8th – initial review of proposal 

• September 15th – formal presentation of proposal 
 

Board of Selectmen meetings 

• Date TBD – review of proposal and decision of whether or not to 

pursue property transfer 
 

Planning Board meetings 

• Date TBD – review of development plans (if BoS decides to pursue 

property transfer) 
 

Conservation Commission meetings 

• Date TBD – review of stormwater management plans (if BoS decides 

to pursue property transfer) 
 

Town Meeting 

• Date TBD – consideration of authorization for property transfer (if all 

necessary development approvals have been granted) 
 

Board of Selectmen meetings 

• Date TBD – consideration of property transfer (if Town Meeting 

authorizes by 2/3 vote) 
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Stay informed and involved–  
 

Join the Town’s Listserv to receive weekly 

email notification of meetings and links to 

agendas. 
 


