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To Whom It May Concern: 

I hereby certify the following action taken under Article 15 of the Warrant for the Annual Town Meeting held 

on May 1, 2023: 

 
Annual Town Meeting Article 15- Home Rule Petition – An Act Creating the Appointed Positions of Town 

Treasurer and Tax Collector 
The Finance and Warrant Commission recommended by a vote of 11 in favor and 2 opposed and the Town voted by a 2/3 

voice vote declared by the Moderator in favor to change the elected positions of treasurer and tax collector to appointed 

positions, and, in connection therewith, to authorize the Select Board to file with the General Court a home rule petition in the 

form set forth below; provided, however, that the General Court may make changes of form only to such bill without the prior 

approval of the Select Board, and, further, to authorize the Select Board to approve such amendments as are within the public 

purpose of the petition, or take any other action thereon.   

AN ACT CREATING THE APPOINTED POSITIONS OF TOWN TREASURER AND TAX COLLECTOR IN THE TOWN 

OF WESTWOOD: 

SECTION 1.  Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special law to the contrary, there shall be in the Town of 

Westwood the appointed offices of town treasurer and tax collector, which offices may, but need not, be held by the same 

person, and which shall be appointed pursuant to the provisions of the charter of the town of Westwood on file with the 

archivist of the commonwealth in accord with section 12 of chapter 43B of the general laws. 

SECTION 2.  Said charter of the town of Westwood is hereby amended by deleting the text and title of section 7 of chapter 4 

and inserting in place thereof, the following: 4-7 Moderator.  4-7-1.  A moderator shall be elected for a term of 1 year, and may 

receive such compensation as may be appropriated by the town meeting. 

SECTION 3.  Subsection 1 of section 1 of chapter 8 of said town charter shall be amended by deleting the second sentence and 

inserting in place thereof the following sentence:- The department shall include the offices and functions of the town 

accountant, town treasurer, tax collector and board of assessors; provided, however, that although the office of the board of 

assessors shall be part of the department of municipal finance, such office shall continue to exercise its respective duties and 

responsibilities under the General Laws, except as otherwise provided in this charter. 

SECTION 4. Following the effective date of this act, the town administrator may appoint a qualified person or persons to said 

office(s), which person or persons need not be residents of the town of Westwood, and, upon the effective date of such 

appointment(s), the terms of any elected or appointed incumbents shall be terminated and the elected positions abolished.   

SECTION 5.  This act shall take effect upon its passage.   

                                                                        
Witness my hand and seal of the Town of Westwood this 9th day of  January 2024 

Attest: 

 
Dorothy A. Powers, MMC, CMMC 

Westwood Town Clerk 
 
 

Town Hall 580 High Street, Westwood, MA 02090 Telephone:  781-326-3964 Facsimile: 781-948-4573 

dpowers@townhall.westwood.ma.us 


