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Westwood Environmental Action Committee Meeting Minutes  5/29/18 - 7:30 p.m.

Present:  Pam Kane*, Claire Galkowski*, Maria Costantini*, Steve Shinopoulos*, Stephen Harte, Julie Gervais, Juliana Belding, Ellen Larkin-Rollings

* Appointed Member
-Approval of minutes: March:  Ms. Costantini moved to approve as written, Mr. Shinopoulos seconded, AIF
April: Tabled. CG 
 -“Bring your own bag” (BYOB) bylaw:  Subcommittee (Ms. Costantini, Ms. Gervais, Ms. Evans) worked on presentation.  Last slide will present survey data when complete.  Used Concord bylaw as basis.  Paper bags only option, 50% recycled.  Needs more tailoring.  
Online survey:  Google Forms has skip logic function.  Evaluate in Excel . Distribute via Facebook, e-Democracy forum, Wire, NIA, announce at churches, Senior Center (paper version?), email blasts, Young Women’s Club (JG), Early Childhood Club (JB).  In person at PO, Library.  Roche Bros (need permission).
Wegmans has BYOB reminder sign in parking lot.  
Introduction: “WEAC is interested in gauging community awareness about plastic bag use and disposal.  Please take a minute to answer 6 questions.” 
Mr. Shinopoulos moved to distribute survey as amended, Ms Costantini seconded, AIF
Timeline:  Subcommittee reps discuss with Mike Jaillet soon.
Retailers survey:  Draft discussed.  Learn impact of ban with and without fee on paper bag use.  State main questions up front.  Change fraction to %.  Refer to year before and after the bylaw.  Shorten it a bit. Month after/year after instead of progression.
Connect with local retailers that operate in other towns with bag bylaw, find out who to send to (SS, MC).  Roche Bros, Wegmans, Target, CVS, Walgreens, Michaels, Home Goods, Marshalls.  
Are there other studies?  How did they ask the questions, report findings?  
-New Facebook page:  Get friends, then post survey.  Mr. Shinopoulos, Ms. Gervais will be admins, co-moderators, only ones able to post.  Ms. Costantini moved to go live with Facebook, Mer. Shinopoulos seconded, AIF.  
-Noncompliant recycling setouts:  Explain contamination problem to Selectmen.  Put on next agenda.  Ms. Galkowski write Op Ed, vote at next meeting.
- Spring Recycling Day report- attendance about 200.  Lots of good stuff collected for reuse and recycling. 99 BYOB bylaw survey responses.  Big Hearted Books and Textiles didn’t show up due to recent bankruptcy, volunteers and DPW brought materials to other reuse outlets. DPW, volunteers did a great job.
- Community Choice Aggregation -  (see April minutes) Dedham is participating.  Tom Philbin “glad to help out”.  No downside.  Invite Mass Energy’s Eugenia Gibbons to do presentation, invite Mr Philbin, Selectman. Go for more than 5% additional renewable, still provides savings.  Most towns at 5% above RPS, Brookline at 25% above RPS.  Need Town Meeting approval. Aim for Spring TM.  
- Pesticide use on playing fields, school grounds. No news, Ms. Gervais, Ms. Kane will make inquiries about how decisions are made, who is responsible.  Public forum?  Friends of Westwood Health and Wellness may be interested.  Ms. Rollings will reach out to them.
- New business: None
Next meeting  July 12, 7:30 pm
9:38:  Ms. Costantini moved to adjourn Mr. Shinopoulos seconded, AIF
