








 

 
 

March 23, 2016 
 
Westwood Planning Board 
c/o Abigail McCabe 
Town Planner 
Town of Westwood 
50 Carby Street 
Westwood, MA 02090 
 

RE: T-Mobile Northeast LLC (“T-Mobile”)-Request for Full Environmental 
Impact & Design Review (EIDR) for Personal Wireless Service Facility as 
the Administrative Review of Eligible Facilities Request for Facility Located 
at 20 East Street, Westwood, MA (T-Mobile Site Number: 4BS0441A) (the 
“Site”) 
 

Dear Honorable Members of the Westwood Planning Board: 
 

We represent T-Mobile, an FCC licensed provider of wireless communication 
services and, while reserving all rights, respectfully request and administrative review by 
the Westwood Planning Board (the “Board”) of the proposed modifications and to be 
placed on an upcoming meeting agenda.  This request constitutes and Eligible Facilities 
Request pursuant to Section 6409 of the Federal Middle Class Tax Relief and Job 
Creation Act of 2012, commonly referred to as the Spectrum Act (the “Spectrum Act”).  
Pursuant to Section 6409 of the Spectrum Act, T-Mobile seeks an administrative review 
for the colocation of transmission equipment inside enclosures on the roof of the existing 
building and electronic equipment inside existing equipment cabinets.  As noted on the 
attached plans (the “Plans”), T-Mobile has transmission equipment on the roof in existing 
enclosures with its equipment cabinets on the roof of the building.  T-Mobile’s proposed 
modifications clearly constitute an Eligible Facilities Request which does not 
substantially change the physical dimensions of the Eligible Support Structure or Base 
Station pursuant to Section 6409 of the Spectrum Act. 
 

As you may know Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act mandates that state and 
local governments “may not deny, and shall approve, any eligible facilities request for a 
modification of an existing wireless tower or base station that does not substantially 
change the physical dimensions of such tower or base station.”  Under Section 6409 
(a)(2)(A)-(C), an Eligible Facilities Request is any request to modify a Tower or Base 
Station that involves “collocation of new Transmission Equipment,” “removal,” or 
“replacement” of Transmission Equipment. 
 

This Eligible Facilities Request involves an effort to collocate Transmission 
Equipment on the roof of the building used by T-Mobile as a base station.  T-Mobile 
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currently has three (3) antennas located inside one 36” fiberglass enclosure on the roof of 
the building at a top height of 45’.  T-Mobile proposes to modify its existing base station 
by collocating three (3) additional antennas inside two (2) slightly larger 48” fiberglass 
enclosures with a top height of 49’, 9’ above the roof to the top of the fiberglass 
enclosures.  T-Mobile’s equipment cabinets are located are located on the third floor of 
the building and T-Mobile will be adding equipment components inside an existing 
cabinet.  T-Mobile is not proposing to add any equipment cabinets. 

 
The equipment identified on the Plans submitted as part of this Eligible Facilities 

Request application that will be collocated or replaced at the Base Station is 
Transmission Equipment pursuant to the FCC definition.  The FCC has defined 
Transmission Equipment as “any equipment that facilitates transmission for any 
Commission-licensed or authorized wireless communication service, including, but not 
limited to, radio transceivers, antenna and other relevant equipment associated with and 
necessary to their operation, including coaxial or fiber-optic cable, and regular and back-
up power supply.  This definition includes equipment used in any technological 
configuration associated with any Commission-authorized wireless transmission, licensed 
or unlicensed, terrestrial or satellite, including commercial mobile, private mobile, 
broadcast and public safety services, as well as fixed wireless services such as microwave 
backhaul or fixed broadband.” 

 
The FCC adopted a Report and Order captioned, In re: Acceleration of 

Broadband Deployment by Improving Wireless Facilities Siting Policies, FCC Document 
No. 13-238, Report and Order No. 14-153 (October 17, 2014) Final Rule codified at 47 
CFR Parts 1 and 17 promulgating regulations (the “Regulations”) interpreting and 
implementing the provisions of the Spectrum Act which determined that any 
modification to an existing telecommunications Tower or Base Station that meets the 
following six criteria does not substantially change the physical dimensions of the 
existing Tower or Base Station and, therefore, is an Eligible Facilities Request which 
must be granted: 

 
1. The modifications to the Transmission Equipment do not increase the height 

of the Eligible Support Structure by more than ten feet (10’) or ten percent 
(10%), 

 
2. The modifications to the Transmission Equipment do not protrude from the 

edge of the Eligible Support Structure by more than six feet (6’). 
 

3. The modifications to the Transmission Equipment do not involve the 
installation of more than the standard number of equipment cabinets for the 
technology involved, not to exceed four. 
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4. The modifications to the Transmission Equipment do not entail any 
excavation or deployment outside of the Site. 

 

5. The modifications to the Transmission Equipment do not defeat any existing 
concealment elements of the Eligible Support Structure. 

 

6. The modifications to the Transmission Equipment comply with prior 
conditions of approval of the Base Station, unless the non-compliance is due 
to an increase in height, increase in width, addition of equipment cabinets, or 
new excavation that does not exceed the corresponding “substantial change” 
thresholds in numbers 1-4 above. 

 

As evidenced on the Plans, this Eligible Facilities Request satisfies each of the six 
review criteria identified by the FCC.  In accordance with the Spectrum Act and the 
Regulations, T-Mobile’s proposed modifications will not increase the height of the 
Eligible Support Structure, in this case the building, by more than ten feet (10’) nor 
protrude from the edge of the building by more than six feet (6’).  T-Mobile does not 
propose excavating outside of the Site or adding any equipment cabinets.  Lastly, T-
Mobile’s modifications do not defeat any concealment elements because the 
modifications will all be within fiberglass enclosures and the Transmission Equipment 
will not visible outside the building.  T-Mobile’s modifications to the Transmission 
Equipment at the Eligible Support Structure and Base Station contained in this Eligible 
Facilities Request fully conform to Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act. 
 
 

While the Westwood Zoning Bylaw may provide that a special permit or other 
zoning relief is required for modifications and colocations, such a discretionary process is 
contrary to the guidance issued by the FCC in its Public Notice (the “Public Notice”) 
dated January 25, 2013 and the Massachusetts Office of the Attorney General (the 
“Attorney General”) in response letters to municipalities granting approvals of bylaw 
amendments. 
 

In its Public Notice, the FCC determined that the relevant government entity may 
require the filing of an application for “administrative approval” only.  Additionally, 
pursuant to Section 1.40001 (c)(1) of the Regulations, “when an applicant asserts in 
writing that a request for a modification is covered by this section, a State or local 
government may require the applicant to provide documentation or information only to 
the extent reasonably related to determining whether the request meets the requirements 
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of this section”.  The Regulations provide that applicants are not required to justify a need 
for the facility.  Further, the Regulations also require that local governmental approvals 
must be granted for eligible facilities requests within 60 days of the date that the 
application is submitted.  Clearly, this review may not be subject to a discretionary 
special permit process with the associated public hearing and appeal period provisions.  
Likewise, the Attorney General has issued a number of letters to municipalities reflecting 
that same opinion and warning municipalities that such qualifying requests under Section 
6409 cannot be subject to a discretionary special permit process.  We are confident that 
you will agree that T-Mobile’s proposed modifications do not substantially change the 
physical dimensions of the Eligible Support Structure or Base Station at the Site, as 
enumerated in the Regulations. 
 
 

T-Mobile is committed to working cooperatively with the Town of Westwood, 
and all jurisdictions around the country, to secure expeditious approval of requests to 
modify existing personal wireless service facilities.  We respectfully request that the 
Board review T-Mobile’s proposed modifications and determine that the modification do 
not “substantially change the physical dimensions of the Base Station” pursuant to 
Section 6409 of the Spectrum Act. 
 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should there be any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
ERIC KALLIO 
 
Eric Kallio 
Real Estate Specialist 
Smartlink, LLC as agent for T-Mobile Northeast LLC 
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Photographic Simulation Package 

Proposed  Upgrade to Existing Wireless 
Telecommunications Facility:

4BS0568B TRM Storage Westwood
20 East Street
Westwood MA 02090

- proposed changes to existing Rooftop Mount Antenna Structure  
- documentation photographs taken 3/17/16

Simulation package prepared by:

Virtual Site Simulations, LLC 
9 walts way
Narragansett, Rhode Island 02882

Photo Simulations are for demonstration purposes only. It should not be used in any other fashion or 
with any other intent. The accuracy of the resulting data is not guaranteed and is not for redistribution
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4BS0568B TRM Storage Westwood
20 East Street
Westwood MA 02090

Photolog Map

Photo Simulations are for demonstration purposes only. It should not be used in any other fashion or 
with any other intent. The accuracy of the resulting data is not guaranteed and is not for redistribution

Photo Documentation location

Legend:

Facility Location

1000 Ft Radius

X

Proposed  Upgrade to Existing Wireless 
Telecommunications Facility:
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Existing

4BS0568B TRM Storage Westwood

Photo # Location Gps Coordinates Distance to site Orientation Bearing to site Visibility

Site:

Photo Simulations are for demonstration purposes only. It should not be used in any other fashion or 
with any other intent. The accuracy of the resulting data is not guaranteed and is not for redistribution

1 Exit 14 42.22356 -71.17293  +/- 0.20 Miles East 92.8 Year Round
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Simulation

4BS0568B TRM Storage Westwood

Photo # Location Gps Coordinates Distance to site Orientation Bearing to site Visibility

Site:

Photo Simulations are for demonstration purposes only. It should not be used in any other fashion or 
with any other intent. The accuracy of the resulting data is not guaranteed and is not for redistribution

1 Exit 14 42.22356 -71.17293  +/- 0.20 Miles East 92.8 Year Round
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2 Rt 95/128 on-ramp 42.22225 -71.16970  +/- 0.09 Miles South East 22.64 Year Round

Existing

4BS0568B TRM Storage Westwood

Photo # Location Gps Coordinates Distance to site Orientation Bearing to site Visibility

Site:

Photo Simulations are for demonstration purposes only. It should not be used in any other fashion or 
with any other intent. The accuracy of the resulting data is not guaranteed and is not for redistribution  
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2 Rt 95/128 on-ramp 42.22225 -71.16970  +/- 0.09 Miles South East 22.64 Year Round

Simulation

4BS0568B TRM Storage Westwood

Photo # Location Gps Coordinates Distance to site Orientation Bearing to site Visibility

Site:

Photo Simulations are for demonstration purposes only. It should not be used in any other fashion or 
with any other intent. The accuracy of the resulting data is not guaranteed and is not for redistribution  
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3 Parking Lot 42.22294 -71.16801  +/- 0.06 Miles South West 300.07 Year Round

Existing

4BS0568B TRM Storage Westwood

Photo # Location Gps Coordinates Distance to site Orientation Bearing to site Visibility

Site:

Photo Simulations are for demonstration purposes only. It should not be used in any other fashion or 
with any other intent. The accuracy of the resulting data is not guaranteed and is not for redistribution  
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3 Parking Lot 42.22294 -71.16801  +/- 0.06 Miles South West 300.07 Year Round

Simulation

4BS0568B TRM Storage Westwood

Photo # Location Gps Coordinates Distance to site Orientation Bearing to site Visibility

Site:

Photo Simulations are for demonstration purposes only. It should not be used in any other fashion or 
with any other intent. The accuracy of the resulting data is not guaranteed and is not for redistribution  
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4 East Street 1 42.22395 -71.16750  +/- 0.09 Miles North West 243.42 Year Round

Note: Proposed changes not visible from this locationExisting

4BS0568B TRM Storage Westwood

Photo # Location Gps Coordinates Distance to site Orientation Bearing to site Visibility

Site:

Photo Simulations are for demonstration purposes only. It should not be used in any other fashion or 
with any other intent. The accuracy of the resulting data is not guaranteed and is not for redistribution  
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5 East Street 2 42.22410 -71.16935  +/- 0.05 Miles North 160.59 Year Round

Existing

4BS0568B TRM Storage Westwood

Photo # Location Gps Coordinates Distance to site Orientation Bearing to site Visibility

Site:

Photo Simulations are for demonstration purposes only. It should not be used in any other fashion or 
with any other intent. The accuracy of the resulting data is not guaranteed and is not for redistribution  
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5 East Street 2 42.22410 -71.16935  +/- 0.05 Miles North 160.59 Year Round

Simulation

4BS0568B TRM Storage Westwood

Photo # Location Gps Coordinates Distance to site Orientation Bearing to site Visibility

Site:

Photo Simulations are for demonstration purposes only. It should not be used in any other fashion or 
with any other intent. The accuracy of the resulting data is not guaranteed and is not for redistribution  
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