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What to preserve?

What to change?

concerns?

Improvements:?

Ensure that Westwood’s desirable
features are preserved and
challenges are addressed.




A Comprehensive Plan is an
important opportunity to think
about:

How can we make

Westwood an even
better place to live,
work and play?




But I like things the way they are...

WESTWOOD COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

- \mh.ta, = ..
N ’f/ "
,‘» 2 %\R / Lo
" .,‘./’-"-‘ n

Doing nothing doesn’t mean
nothing will change
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Prepared for the Westwood. Massachusetts Planning Board
By the Westwood Master Plan Steering Committee
Herr & James Associates, Planning Consultants

February 4. 2000




THE PROCESS ey

Conversation
Existing
Resources

Y
Vision & Goals

/

* What do we have?

e What do we want?

Challenges
* What is most important? Priorities
* How do we get there?
The Community Conversation
S

starts today and continues
throughout the process

Implementation Plan




INVENTORY OF EXISTING RESOURCES:

Comprehensive Plan Topic Areas

Population & Housing

istori | & Cultural -
H IStorlc’ Natura u ura 3.0 SUPPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PRIMARILY IN Mll,‘v I.“\!url; CENTER!
R e S o u r c e S ‘ GOAL STATEMENT: To make Milton’s business districts distinctive and active throughout the day

variety of merchandise, services and experiences to meet every day needs and to support a
supporting the creation of mixed-use development in desired locations to increase tax revi

OBJECTIVE: CREATE VIBRANT MIXED USE CENTERS IN STRATEGIC LOCATIONS ;
O p e n S p a c e & R e c re a t i o n : ; (5 Bring landlords in each commercial district together to articulate a common vision. Q .
v A
g i bevelop a plan for each business district building on each district’s opportunities and addressing its
- 4 including The Milton Redevelopment Study of 2001. ’ g ‘
-' m.argeted zoning amendments as may be necessary to optimize developmentoutcdm&s“

Economy & Economic Development G

" Consider development of design guidelines to direct desired scale, location of parking, streetscape i
ensure compatibility with the character of Milton’s distinct areas“

= En‘age/recruit desirable businesses to locate in the business “inading interestingalices

H - .+ ., = Encourage pedestrian and bicycle oriegtation an%Wuwes for community gathering (e.g.
ousin @1t 06 0% $TgTe g0
“ »  Identify changing economic trends and develop recommendations to maximize interest i

o En essinvestment i&gmmerdal zoning districts, increasing the commercial tax t

N , N
' Advocate for state and federal grants, incentives, or for improvement in regulations that help

Transportation & Circulation $”

Community Services, Facilities &
Utilities

Land Use & Zoning

Also to be addressed:
Town Centers Sustainability



Nhat were some of the key community priorities?

What has changed since
then?

population

technology

improved transparency

new private investment
and development

greater awareness
regarding health,
wellness & resiliency




PREVIOUS PLANNING IN WESTWOOD

Review of 2000 Comprehensive Plan
What has changed since then?

Population

* 14,117 (2000) New Development/Private Investment

* 14,618 (2010)

Technology
e Social Media
* New website

e Electronic communication
(e.g. email, wireless internet in
town offices, schools, libraries)

Improved transparency for projects

* Planning Board webpage &
Facebook page *

* Westwood Wire monthly email

 Email notifications for all
board/commission/committee
meeting agendas)

University Station 121 acres zoned
for office, retail, residential and hotel
uses

Route 1 corridor; new Prime Motor
Group car dealerships

Islington Center along Washington
Street

Business improvements and new
mixed-use buildings



PREVIOUS PLANNING IN WESTWOOD

Review of 2000 Comprehensive Plan
What has been implemented?

Some examples:

Land Protection: Land Trust established ~ Organization A Pedestrian &

Bicycle Safety Committee

established. The Committee

meets to:

* intake residents’ concerns

* identify and priorities
pedestrian and bike safety
needs

 makes recommendations to
the Planning Board, Select
Board, and Public Works

Rules/Regulations/Policies Zoning and

Bylaw Changes to allow mixed-use, new  ‘\wectwood Land Trust — over
stormwater policies, performance 220 acres have been acquired
standards, energy code and protected.



PREVIOUS PLANNING IN WESTWOOD

Review of 2000 Comprehensive Plan
What has been implemented?

Some examples: Housing .
Enacted zoning bylaw changes to Affordable Housing

: r . : e In2015 W d met the 10%
promote diversifying the housing n2015 5Stwoo i »
fock minimum “target goal” for the
stoc

MA Chapter 40B

| —

2000 Westwood had 492 units on
the Subsidized Housing Inventory
(SHI)
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* Westwood has 588 currently
& more units to be added this year.




PREVIOUS PLANNING IN WESTWOOD

Review of 2000 Comprehensive Plan
What has been implemented?

Some Examples: infrastructure &
Transportation Improvements:

« Shared Use Path

 Bike Lanes

 Complete Streets Policy

* Intersection Improvements

 New Sidewalks and Crosswalks

« Traffic Calming Improvements

 New Turf Fields, Park and Playground

. New Railroad Station and Garage

* New Blue Hills off ramp

« East Street Bridge Replacement
Project




PREVIOUS PLANNING IN WESTWOOD

Review of 2000 Comprehensive Plan
What has been implemented?

Some examples: community

Facilities

* New High School

* New Fire Station in Islington

 New Police Station Headquarters

* New Library, Islington Branch Renovation
INn progress

 New Carby Street Municipal building

* Colburn School

* Fisher School moved and restored

 Obed Baker House




PREVIOUS PLANNING IN WESTWOOD

Review of 2000 Comprehensive Plan
What has been implemented?
Some examples: Economic Development

« Approximately 1,650 jobs added with the development of University
Station

« Over $5 million additional tax revenue from University Station

* Another 600 jobs with Citizens Bank

 Islington Center Rehabillitation Project

* Prime Dealerships




PREVIOUS PLANNING IN WESTWOOD

Review of 2000 Comprehensive Plan
What has been implemented?

Other examples:

* Invasive Species Removal

« First Phase of Hydro-Raking Perry
Crouse pond (second phase planned for
2019)

« Haslam Pond Dam Repair and Clean-up j

 Westwood Cemetery Expanded
* Deerfield Field Renovations
« Safe Routes to School Programs

« Westwood Community Trails



PUBLIC PROCESS

Engage community throughout the process

Goals of public process:

* |dentify critical issues

* Define shared values & goals

* Establish priorities for the
future

* Build support for Plan

Community engagement starts
today and continues throughout
the planning process



PUBLIC PROCESS:

Continues On-line

Some apps currently in use are
o == preventing automatic updates.
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Town of Westwood o g ” "7 8 o DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY

AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Planning Board

@WestwoodPB

Home

Events b Like 3\ Follow s Share - @ Send Message

Reviews

Social Media:
Existing Facebook pages

Town website: postings, updates, project summaries



PUBLIC PROCESS

Recent survey
811 Responses

Favorite things of Prioritize:
Westwood: > Preservation of Open
» Safety, Schools, Space & Natural
Location, Good Resources,
: » Pedestrian
Place to raise a
Infrastructure:

family

(crosswalks, sidewalks,
bike paths,walkability)

» More Restaurants &
Dining Options




APPROACH
What features should be protected and enhanced

ldentify and define what

makes Westwood What makes
unique Westwood, Westwood?

* Special Places
e (Other features

* How do you define
the town’s character?

Fill out the THREE SLIPS OF PAPER and
place on purple sticky wall at the end
of the session



TODAY’S AGENDA

Break out into small facilitated
Discussion Groups

All groups will be discussing the
same questions

Summarize the group’s priorities

Report back to the Large Group




Stay Involved
Our Town. Our Future.

OUR TOWN % OUR FUTURE

WWW.BIT.DO/WWCOMPREHENSIVEPLAN



PLANNING GROUP LLC
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