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SUMMARY OF WARRANT ARTICLES

Article

No. Article Description Page
1. Supplemental appropriations FY04 25
2. Supplemental appropriations FY04 25
3. Supplemental appropriations FY04 26
4. Unpaid prior year’s bills 27
5. Adjust prior debt authorization 27
6. FYO05 Town salary and expense budgets 28
7. Appropriation ($490,000) — Municipal capital improvements 29
8. Appropriation ($133,000) — Sewer capital improvements 30
9. Appropriation ($206,000) — School capital improvements 30
10. | Appropriation ($25,000) — Stabilization fund 31
11. | Road Improvement 31
12. | Senior Property Tax Work-Off Program — Increase participants from 25 to 50 32
13. | Petition Article — Request to petition General Court to grant single license for sale of alcohol 32
14 Land Transfer — Transfer the care, custody and control of Colburn School Administration Building 33

" | (School to Selectmen)
15. | Street Acceptances 36
16. | Appropriation ($600,000) for purchase of real property — Islington Community Church 36
Appropriation ($750,000) for engineering and construction of wastewater mains as outlined in the
17. 39
updated Sewer Master Plan
18. | Return of fee in exchange for cross easement at Islington parking lot 40
19. | Realign Canton Terrace 40
20. | Regional Fire — Rescue Dispatch Center 44
21. | Amend Zoning Bylaw — Definitions 44
22. | Amend Zoning Bylaw — Consolidate various sections related to types of districts 46
23. | Amend Zoning Bylaw — Consolidate overlay districts 48
24. | Amend Zoning Bylaw — Incorporate dimensional regulations into a table format 60
25 Amend Zoning Bylaw — Incorporate parking regulations into a table format and consolidate parking, 66
" | screening, lighting and noise provisions from various sections
2% Amend Zoning Bylaw — Consolidate certain sections dealing with Major Business Developments and 32
" | Earth Removal Regulations into a Special Regulations section
27. | Amend Zoning Bylaw — Consolidate various sections into one Special Residential Regulations section 94
28. | Amend Zoning Bylaw — Consolidate Administration and Procedures from various sections 105
29. | Amend Zoning Bylaw — Renumber Senior Residential Development section 110
30. Amend Zoning Bylaw — Amend Residential Retirement Community section to incorporate existing 113

dimensional requirements
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31. | Amend Zoning Bylaw — Delete Section on Interim Development Rate Control 114
Amend Zoning Bylaw — Incorporate Accessory Uses into a table format and then consolidate this
32. | section, and the existing Table of Principal Uses and Non-Conforming Uses and Structures into a new 115
“Application of Use Regulations” section
33. | Amend Zoning Bylaw — Sign Bylaw 128
34 Petition article — Amendment to Zoning Bylaw, Sign Regulations, installation of banners advertising 136
" | Town elections and Town meetings
35. | Acceptance of Conservation Lands - Sandy Valley Road 137
36. | Acceptance of Conservation Lands - Lot A Cedar Hill Drive 138
37. | Transfer lot containing Warren Pond — Selectmen to Conservation Commission 140
33 Amend Zoning Bylaw — Establish a new Industrial-Office District and Planned Development Area 142
" | Overlay District and identify the purposes of these districts
Amend Zoning Bylaw — Incorporate the dimensional requirements of the Industrial-Office District into
39. > . . 143
the Table of Dimensional Requirements
Amend Zoning Bylaw — Increase the permitted building height in the Industrial District to 70 feet and
40. | a maximum of five stories and establish the permitted building height in the Industrial-Office District 146
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41 Amend Zoning Bylaw — Reduce the minimum required number of parking spaces for office uses to 148
" | one space per 333 square feet of floor space
Amend Zoning Bylaw — Create special permit provisions to allow for shared parking in the Industrial
42. | District on non-contiguous lots in separate ownership and the reduction of the minimum required 152
number of parking spaces in the Industrial District
43 Amend Zoning Bylaw — Allow for parking and services areas in the front setback of the Highway 153
" | Business District, except for the 15 feet nearest the frontage street
Amend Zoning Bylaw — Increase the permitted floor area ratio (FAR) to 0.6 and to 0.8 by special
44. . S 153
permit in the Industrial District
Amend Zoning Bylaw — Increase the size of retail uses and restaurants in the Industrial and Industrial-
45. | Office District by right and by special permit. Allow for parking garages as an accessory use in the 154
Highway Business District by special permit
46. | Amend Zoning Bylaw — Establish a Planned Development Area Overlay District (PDAOD) 164
Amend Zoning Bylaw — Locate on the Zoning Map a PDAOD in the vicinity of Everett Street,
47. | Wilson Way and Glacier Drive and the Industrial-Office District on land currently zoned Industrial and | 167
located on Providence Highway and Perwal Drive
Petition article — Amendment to Zoning Bylaw — 101 High Street - Allow for a residential retirement
48. | community in a Single Residence E District within 1,000 feet of an ARO District by special permit — 170
Petition Marked “A”
Petition article — Amendment to Zoning Bylaw —101 High Street — Allow for a residential retirement
49. | community in a Single Residence E District within 1,000 feet of an ARO District by special permit — 171

Petition Marked “B”

Please Note.....

The Finance Commission normally includes in this report a significant
amount of information regarding the Town's finances. We have not done so this
year, in an effort to minimize the related printing cost of the larger warrant.

However, we urge you to review the financial data on the Town's website at:
www.townhall.westwood.ma.us
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Did You Know?

At Town Meeting June 30, 1899 it was voted to procure a Town Seal. A
local artist suggested the Town Pound be the central feature, and this the Town
adopted. The First official use of this Seal was on the 1902 Town Report.

The huge oak tree which stood in the middle of the Town Pound and is the
central portion of the seal design was destroyed in the 1938 hurricane.

The Official Town Seal

Finance Commission Membership

Terms Expiring in 2004

Thomas A. Bockhorst
Brian K. London
Deborah Powers
Susan T. Shaw
Katharine S. Welch

Terms Expiring in 2005

Maureen Bleday
Robert J. Knox
Howard Messing
Bruce H. Montgomery
Michael F. Raftery

Terms Expiring in 2006

James Connors
Daniel J. Lehan
John H. Lynch, Jr.
Ann Wood

Sheila E. Nee, Administrator

Appointments to the Finance Commission are made by the Town Moderator.




Message to Westwood Residents
From Chairman Howard Messing

The budget the Town has been operating
under for the last year has been an extremely
lean one. This was necessitated by the
relatively poor local economy resulting in
slow local growth, modest cuts in state aid,
and the rise in various expenses not under
our control (most notably some Special
Education costs and healthcare insurance
benefits for all Town employees). The
Finance Commission began their work last
June believing these conditions would
persist and that the budget prepared for next
year would also have to reflect very

tight fiscal conditions. This has turned out to
be the case.

Over the last couple of years, at the same
time the expense side of the budget has been
rising, and the sources of new or external
income for the Town have been drying up,
the residents of the Town have been
experiencing steeply rising taxes. The
construction of our new high school has
greatly increased the debt load of the Town,
which is reflected in our tax bills. While it is
hoped and expected some relief on this will
come in future years as the state makes good
on its promise to reimburse 59% of the high
school's cost, at this time it is unknown as to
when those payments will begin, so the
taxpayers must bear the full burden of the
additional debt we have issued.
Additionally, the poor local business
economy resulted in a relative decline in the
value of commercial properties as compared
to residences, shifting some of the tax
burden to homeowners. This trend will
hopefully reverse itself in the future, but to
date it has not.

While there was much discussion about
asking the Town to approve an override
(especially in light of the strong fiscal
pressures on our schools), the rise in

property taxes and the generally sluggish
local economy have caused the Selectmen
this year to insist the Town be presented
with a budget that falls completely within
the limits imposed by Proposition 2 V5.

This was a difficult task. The Finance
Commission has watched (and hopefully
helped) over the last few months as such a
budget was prepared...and it was clear
making the appropriate choices for both the
schools and the municipal departments was
quite difficult for all involved. Nevertheless,
the resulting budget being presented to you
is one the Finance Commission believes will
work for the Town (it was unanimously
approved by us).

Two of the many issues we discussed
during our deliberations on the budget
deserve special mention. The School
Committee decided to add and/or increase
user fees on certain activities this year.
While understanding why this was done,
most of the Finance Commission felt all
efforts should be made in the future to avoid
further increases, and hopefully to reduce or
eliminate those fees we now find necessary.
While provisions are made to help students
of families who cannot bear the financial
burden imposed by these fees, we still
believe it discourages some from
participating and the schools must work hard
to provide equal opportunities for all
children.

The second issue the Town is facing is the
lack of commitment to capital spending in
tough times. The budget you are voting has
only been balanced by minimizing the
spending on capital. We can only postpone
the repair and renovation of our
infrastructure and the investment in new
equipment so long. There is recognition
amongst Town officials that this



Chairman's Message Continued

is a problem, as evidenced by a special
committee that began meeting this year to
discuss a long term financial plan for
Westwood...but it is clear we will need to
put such a plan into effect as soon as
possible. Clearly, we cannot go another year
without some significant expenditure for our
long term needs.

There is another budget item we would like
to draw to the attention of the residents. The
Selectmen have proposed increasing our
stabilization fund by $25,000. We
commend the Selectmen for doing this, even
in a year when the budget is extraordinarily
tight. The stabilization fund is our
emergency fund. From the point of view of
the Finance Commission (and the banking
community who use the stabilization fund
size as one of the factors when determining
Westwood's credit worthiness), tight
financial times is not an emergency. An
emergency is an unforeseen situation that is
not covered in the current year's budget.
Our stabilization fund is still much smaller
than it should be (representing only about
1.5 percent of our annual budget).
Increasing this fund even by the token
amount of $25,000 is a good reminder of
how important this fund is and how

committed we should be to increasing it
in the future.

While there is some hope fiscal conditions
will improve next year, we do not foresee
any great change for the Town on either the
income or the expense sides of the ledger.
We will continue to have tough choices to
make, exacerbated by the postponement this
year and last of some of the longer term
investments we should be making. In the
long term, we hope the encouragement of
appropriate commercial (and perhaps retail)
development in Town can bring some relief
to the taxpayers. Some of the warrant
articles proposed by the Business
Development Advisory Board this year are a
step in that direction. For the immediate
future, however, we will all have to work
together to ensure the quantity and quality of
Town services and education for our
children that we need and deserve within the
fiscal constraints we face.

Finally, on behalf of the Finance
Commission, I want to mention Town
employee Sheila Nee. She has been a hard
working, reliable, and extraordinarily
pleasant individual who keeps a

cheerful and pleasant disposition when
working with us on a task that must be an
awful lot like herding cats. Thank you
Sheila.



Debt and Capital Subcommittee Report

Deborah Powers, Chair
Maureen Bleday
Ann Wood

Introduction

The Debt Subcommittee has evolved into the Debt and Capital Subcommittee. Originally created
three years ago in response to the large amount of debt authorized by Town Meeting, the Debt
Subcommittee has been responsible for examining and making recommendations on all debt
related articles, as well as annually reviewing the Town’s outstanding debt and debt authorized
but unissued. In addition to this debt review, the new Debt and Capital Subcommittee will also
be responsible for examining the Town’s major capital needs and potential sources of funding.

Process

Major projects undertaken by the Town are
usually funded through the issuance of debt.
Current construction of the new High
School and the DPW facility have been
funded in this manner. Recently completed
projects also funded through the issuance of
long term bonds include the additions and
renovations to the Martha Jones and
Downey Schools, and the acquisition of the
Striar land. A two-thirds vote of Town
Meeting is required for passage of a
borrowing article. When a borrowing article
is authorized by Town Meeting, there is
generally a delay in the impact, be it to the
operating budget or the tax rate, due to the
mechanics of borrowing. It is important in
the review process to look at exactly how
and when the borrowing will occur, short
term and long term, and how that fits into
the overall debt picture of the Town.

There are two borrowing articles before
Town Meeting this year. One is for
$600,000 to purchase the Islington Church.
Debt service on this acquisition, if approved,
would be offset to a great extent by rental
income from the MMO Nursery School.
(See Article 16.) The other is for
construction of sewer lines. Debt service on

this project, if approved, would be paid from
the sewer enterprise fund and therefore
would have no impact to the operating
budget or to taxes. (See Article 17.)

$42million July Bond Sale

Taking advantage of the low interest rate
environment, this past July the Treasurer
permanently financed $39 million of the
High School project, the $2.6 million DPW
facility project and approximately $240,000
to move the Obed Baker House. The
Town’s largest bond sale ever secured a low
4.25% true interest cost and Aal and AA+
credit ratings from Moody’s and Standard &
Poor’s, respectively, their second highest
ratings.

Review

The review of the Town’s debt involves
looking at all outstanding debt, exempt and
non-exempt, and all debt authorized by the
Town but not yet issued. Debt service
(principal and interest on bonds) which is
exempt from Proposition 2 1/2 is paid from
taxes raised over and above the allowable
annual increase of 2 1/2%. Non-exempt
debt service is paid from the general
revenues of the Town, including taxes raised



within the allowable 2 1/2%. Non-exempt
projects must be analyzed as to how they fit
into the Town’s overall operating budget.
Exempt projects must be analyzed

in terms of their tax rate impact.

Exempt Debt: The High School portion of
the Bonds just issued is exempt from 2 1/2
and residents saw the effect of the
permanent financing in their fiscal ‘04 tax
bills. As reported last year, the Town was
required to pay interest on the bonds in
fiscal ‘04. This amount was approximately
$1.4 million. However, in an effort to more
rapidly retire the debt, the Treasurer elected
to also make a principal payment on the
High School portion of approximately $1.7
million. In addition to the total $3.1 million
in debt service due on the bonds, the Town
was also required to pay $1 million in short
term interest on the BANs which were
permanently retired upon their maturity in
August. The impact of all of this was
approximately $565 to the average
homeowner.

The average tax bill in FY’04 was
approximately$6,066 up from $5,359 in
FY’03. Ofthe $6,066, $884 or 14.6% went
to pay exempt debt service. In fiscal ‘03,
$325 or 6% of the bill went to pay exempt
debt service.

In fiscal 2005, total exempt debt service
declines by about $500,000. Despite
slightly higher interest and principal
payments on the High School Bonds and the
end of the School Building Assistance
(SBA) reimbursement of approximately
$100,000 on the 1990 Middle School
project, debt service still declines due to the
elimination of short term interest. This
translates into a reduction of about $75 to
the average tax bill. The average tax bill in
FY’05 is estimated to be $6,126, of which
$809, or 13.2% will go to pay for exempt
debt service.

Debt and Capital Subcommittee Report (Continued)

In fiscal 2006 there is a further reduction of
about $360,000 in exempt debt service due
to the retirement of the 1994 road bonds and
general declines in all other debt. The tax
impact of this is another reduction of $52 to
the average homeowner.

Also anticipated in ‘06 is the first SBA
payment on the Downey School project of
about $560,000. This will further reduce the
amount of exempt taxes needed to be raised.

Exempt debt service will be further reduced
by the receipt of the SBA money on the
Martha Jones School project ($645,696/yr.)
and the High School project
($1,859,412/yr.). Although the timing of
these reimbursements is uncertain, current
estimates are fiscal ‘08 and fiscal’10,
respectively. At the state level, Governor
Romney is looking to make some
substantive changes to how the state will
reimburse all current projects. There is a
chance the Town could see these
reimbursements sooner than anticipated.

There is still $5 million of the High School
project to be issued. This represents the
final phase of the project- demolition of the
current building, construction of the athletic
fields, etc. The Treasurer is unsure as to the
timing of this. One of the potential changes
to the state school construction program
proposed by Governor Romney is for the
state to pay communities in the form of a
lump sum payment. If this should occur, the
Treasurer may not need to borrow all or any
of this amount. If any financing is
necessary, it will likely occur in the fall
provided the project is on schedule and costs
are in line. The Treasurer will preferably go
right to long term financing to take
advantage of still low interest rates. If the
entire $5 million is issued, first year debt
service would be in the range of $500,000.

Non-exempt Debt: The DPW Facility and
Obed Baker portions of the Bonds just



issued are not exempt from 2 2. Total non-
exempt debt service in FY’04 was $694,123,
up from $606,287 in FY’03. The increase
includes short term interest on the projects
as well as interest on the Bonds.

Unlike the High School portion, no principal
payment was made on the DPW and Obed
Baker portions in FY’04. Slightly offsetting
these increases was the retirement of the
Downey School planning bonds in FY*“03.

Fiscal ‘05 non-exempt debt service will
increase to about $768,000 with the required
principal payment on the DPW and Obed
Baker projects. Offsetting this is the
retirement of the Lowell Land debt.

A decline in non-exempt debt service of
about $53,000 will be realized in fiscal ‘06

In the FY04 budget, capital spending was
cut from FY03 levels in order to fund FY04
operating budgets. During the Finance
Commission’s hearings on the FY04 budget,
the Selectmen and School Committee
members expressed a strong commitment to
restore funding for capital needs in the FY05
budget.

Although significant progress has been
made in preparing a long term capital plan
for all municipal and school properties, the
FYO05 budget once again fails to provide any
significant funding for the upkeep of
existing Town facilities.

The Need for a Long Term Plan for
Capital Expenditures

Last summer, the Selectmen established a
Strategic Planning Committee to look at
long-term issues that impact annual budgets.
Recognizing the importance of capital
planning to that effort, a subcommittee was

Debt and Capital Subcommittee Report (Continued)

due to the retirement of the YMCA Land
debt and general declines in other debt.

The Selectmen recently voted to adopt new
Financial Policies for the Town. These
policies call for non-exempt debt service not
to exceed 8% of General Fund Revenues.
The Town is well within this policy at about
1.34% in FY 04 and 1.44% in FY ‘05. The
Policies also call for total debt service,
exempt and non-exempt, to be maintained in
the range of 10-12% of general fund
revenues. At 14% in FY’04, the Town is
not quite within this policy. If no new debt
is issued, the range should be attainable in
FY’06. When all the school reimbursements
come on line, the Town should be able to
meet this range more easily.

formed to prepare a five-year capital
improvement plan for all municipal and
school property. The subcommittee
membership included representatives from
the Board of Selectmen, School Committee,
Finance Commission, Board of Assessors,
Business Development Advisory Board,
Town Collector and Town Treasurer.

The capital subcommittee met monthly, and
began the process of creating an inventory
of existing and anticipated capital needs.
The subcommittee and other Town officials
also spent two days touring Town-owned
buildings, including the schools, libraries,
fire stations, police station and the
department of public works complex. The
tour revealed that buildings were in varying
degrees of repair. It quickly became
apparent that the Town needs an objective
plan that identifies and prioritizes all major
capital expenditures to assist in the
budgeting process.



To create a useful capital plan, the Town
must first answer some basic questions
about our capital needs. For example, does a
Town of our size need five elementary
schools or is consolidation possible? How
should we address the space problems in our
existing libraries? Can some Town functions
that are spread across several buildings be
consolidated into one new facility to save on
personnel and maintenance? When buying
trucks and equipment, is it better to buy
special purpose equipment, or is there a
savings in buying items with a more general
utility?

Beyond creating a physical inventory of
needed improvements, there are also
questions of process for establishing a
capital program. For example, how will
priorities be set for capital spending?
Should the plan elements be based solely
upon requests by individual Town
departments or should a plan be based upon
an objective and comprehensive third-party
assessment of needs, using accepted
standards for property management?

Finally, if a plan is to be effective, it must be
consistently funded. In an era of tight
operating budgets and rising fixed costs,
how can we be sure that funding of planned
capital expenditures will be sustained in
future budgets.

Through the hard work of subcommittee
members and Town officials, much progress
was made in developing an inventory of
Town and school capital needs. Due to the
size of the task, however, that inventory was
not completed in time for this Town
Meeting. The FY05 budget includes
$40,000 of funding to complete the capital
inventory and assist the Selectmen in
preparing a comprehensive capital program.
The Finance Commission strongly supports
funding of this study and the continued
work of Town boards and officials to

Debt and Capital Subcommittee Report (Continued)

prepare a long-term capital plan for the
community.

Capital Spending in FY05

Despite the commitment by the Selectmen
and School committee in FY04 to spend
more in FY05 on capital, and despite the
work of the strategic planning committee
described above, capital spending in FY05
was once again curtailed in order to meet
the operating needs of municipal and school
departments. Capital budgets were delivered
at the end of the budgeting process rather
than the beginning, and in the case of the
school department, little detail was provided
to show how the capital amounts requested
in the budget were established.

The municipal budget requests $490,000 in
capital spending in Article 7; however the
majority of that spending relates to
installment payments for trucks and vehicles
used by Town departments. The school
budget has identified $406,000 in capital
spending in Articles 3 and 9. The majority
of items listed are for previously committed
lease payments for portables and copiers.
Other than the debt payments for
construction of new facilities, there is no
significant spending committed to traditional
building maintenance such as roofs,
electrical, plumbing or HVAC.

Several articles that are before Town
Meeting also point up the need for a long-
term capital program. For example, the
Town will be asked to purchase the Islington
Church property for relocation of several
Town department offices. While that choice
was supported by the majority of Finance
Commission members, several questioned
the need for such an expenditure given the
current condition of properties already
owned, and given the fact that the Town
currently has three “surplus” properties with
no functional use, namely the Obed Baker
House, the sewer office at Carby Street and
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the Colburn School. Without a
comprehensive plan in place it is difficult
for residents to assess the value of spending
funds on new or vacant properties,
especially when so many existing properties
are in need of expensive repairs.

The Challenge for Capital Spending in
FYO06

Once again municipal and school
departments have expressed their
commitment to address the Town's capital
needs in the FY06 budgets. The capital plan
funded in Articles 3, 7 and 9 is a start, as is
the ongoing work of the strategic planning
committee. The Finance Commission is
concerned, however, that many are already
expressing a need for overrides to meet next
year’s operating budgets. The hope is that
needed maintenance and capital
improvements will not, once again, be
sacrificed in order for operating budgets to
be sustained.

Conclusion

The debt of the Town is constantly

Debt and Capital Subcommittee Report (Continued)

changing. New projects are authorized as
old projects are retired. Permanent
financing replaces short term borrowing, and
state school building aid begins on some
projects and ends on others.

The High School project has increased the
Town’s debt considerably. However, in
terms of tax rate impact, residents have seen
the worst of it. Beginning in fiscal ‘05 the
debt will begin to drop off. This drop off
will provide the Town with opportunities to
meet some of its other capital needs.

All future borrowing must be looked at in
the context of the Town’s overall debt
picture. As opportunities arise, the Town
should strive to meet its obligations as
outlined in the new Capital Needs Study.
We are in times of tight budgets, and general
overrides are already being discussed for
next year. The Subcommittee feels strongly
that the Town should make a commitment to
addressing its capital needs with the
anticipated drop off in exempt debt, as well
as providing some relief to the municipal
and school operating budgets.



Education Subcommittee Report

Daniel Lehan, Chair

John Lynch
Michael Raftery
Katharine Welch
Overview e Impact of State Aid Reductions
e Special Education
The Finance Commission recommends approval e Collective Bargaining Agreements
of the FY 2005 School Budget as approved by the e Increasing Enrollment
School Committee on March 11, 2004.
Impact of State Aid

The school department’s FY 2005 operational and
capital budgets are $26,060,095 and $406,000,
respectively. This represents a $1,193,335
increase over the prior year’s total operational and
capital budget ($1,093,335 operational increase
and $100,000 capital increase). Additionally, the
Town budget includes $86,843 for the Blue Hills
Vocational School and $90,064 for crossing
guards.

In FY 2005, contractual salary increases for
current employees and special education
(“SPED”) increases approximate $1.5 million. As
discussed later in this report, SPED services are
legally mandated by the state and cannot be
reduced. Therefore, $1.5 million represents the
operational budget increase necessary to maintain
the school system’s existing staffing level. This is
the second straight year that contractual salary
increases and SPED increases have exceeded
incremental funding. We believe that operational
budget reductions are beginning to cut into the
core of our school system. We are also wary of
our growing dependency on student fees. Finally,
we note that we are continuing to invest
minimally in the maintenance of our school
buildings.

We are concerned about the long-term impact on
the quality of our school system if this funding
environment continues.

Budget Discussion

Four major factors affect this year’s school
budget:

Historically, Westwood had experienced annual
operational state aid increases ranging from
$250,000 to $400,000. FY 2003 was the first year
in recent memory that our operational state aid did
not increase. In FY 2004, fotal operational state
aid decreased by approximately $827,000. In

FY 2005 it is anticipated that total operational
state aid will be level funded relative to FY 2004.
The Town is hopeful that we may see an increase
in FY 2006 operational state aid; however, it is
too early to predict next year’s state aid prospects.

Special Education (SPED)

The FY 2005 budget includes $2,449,120 of out-
of-district SPED tuitions and transportation
expenses, an increase of $47,000 or 2.0% over the
prior year. The SPED budget continues to absorb
an ever-increasing portion of the total school
budget. Currently, out-of-district SPED
expenditures account for 9.8% of the total
operating school budget. Westwood also provides
SPED services to students whom are integrated in
the school system. These SPED related expenses
total $3,399,00 or 13.1% of the total operating
school budget. FY 2005 total in and out-of-district
SPED expenditures approximate $5,885,000 or
22.8% of the operational budget. From FY 2004
to FY 2005, total SPED expenditures increased by
$717,000 or 10.4%.

Under Massachusetts State Law, towns must bear
the cost of providing the “maximum possible
development” for all students identified as
requiring special education. The service provision
is borne by each town with no significant state
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subsidy for students between the ages of 3 and 22.
Westwood currently provides assistance to 381 in-
district students and 43 out-of-district students.

We commend the School Department for their
effort to manage SPED costs by making services
available within the system and instituting early
intervention screening and monitoring programs.
However, this area of the budget is generally out
of the control of the School Department. The
aforementioned level of service is mandated, there
1s no viable mechanism to absorb these costs, and
the School Department has no control over the
Town’s caseload.

Collective Bargaining / Salary Contracts

Salaries represent 77% of the proposed operating
budget (exclusive of insurance costs). Union
salaries represent 70% of the proposed budget
(exclusive of insurance costs). The teachers'
contract was ratified in March of 2004 and
continues through the 2006 school year. The
custodial contract expired last year and has yet to
be renegotiated. The clerical and nursing
contracts are due to expire at the end of this
school year. The cafeteria workers’ contract
continues through the 2005 school year.

Student Enrollment

The Westwood School System is a victim of its
own success. The excellent reputation of our
schools attracts families with young children into
Westwood, resulting in enrollment increases. The
School Department projects an anticipated net
increase of 1.7% or 46 net students next year.
Later in this report (Analytical Analysis of the
Westwood School System), we have graphically
illustrated historical and projected school
enrollment from 1996 through 2006.

Capital Investment

Last year only $35,000 of capital, for a back-up
boiler in the Deerfield School, was committed to
building maintenance. In FY 2005, no material
capital expenditure is committed to building
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maintenance. Given the fiscal challenges the
school system is facing, this short-term lack of
investment is understandable. However, this
capital investment deficit must inevitably be made
up. This is particularly important given the
continuing investment the Town has made in
school facilities and the responsibility of properly
maintaining these facilities. Additionally, the
operational complexity of newer facilities
necessitates a greater level of maintenance cost
than older facilities require.

Head Count

In FY 2005, the School Departments’ full time
employment (“FTE”) is projected to increase by
3.8 positions. Details of instructional staff
changes follow below:

Net Professional Staff 6.3
Increases (5.3 SPED) ’
Reduction of 2 of Kindergarten Assts. -3.5
Net Instructional Staff Increases (3.0 SPED) 3.0
Reduction of Custodians -2.0

Net Staff Increase 3.8
Growing Reliance on Activity Fees

Activity-based fees have increasingly
supplemented the school budget. We are deeply
concerned about the societal consequences of
imposing meaningful fees in a public school
system. As fees become material to family
income, less economically fortunate students may
choose not to participate in activities for economic
reasons. A public school system must offer equal
opportunities and services for all students,
regardless of family income.

As our dependence on activity fees grows, it will
be harder to wean our system off this revenue.

Major fee generating measures are listed below:
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Fee Generating Measures

Busing Fee of $180 per student

(Discounted for families w >2 children)

Athletic Fees of $225 / sport

High School Parking Lot Fee
Middle School Activity Fee of $25
Building use Fees of $10

Budget Warning Flags

The circumstances leading to the personnel and
overall service reductions reflected in the

FY 2005 budget are not likely to dissipate. We
are hopeful that our economic environment and
state fiscal crisis will improve. However, the
Education Subcommittee believes that the
budgetary warning flags listed below strongly
indicate that our School Department will continue
to be faced with a fiscally challenging
environment for 2005 and beyond.

e Continuing State Fiscal Crisis
Limited Growth In Local Tax Revenue
e Increased SPED Costs that cannot be
controlled
e Current Capital Investment is Minimal
¢ Increasing Enrollment

The School Committee and School administration
have already indicated that an override will be
necessary next year if we are to maintain our
current level of service.

High School Construction Project

Several residents of the Town and a local
developer / resident of the Town filed a lawsuit
alleging environmental violations in the design
and construction of the high school project. This
suit is ongoing. This suit has resulted in
unanticipated construction delays and
expenditures.
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Total Fee
$216,000

$120,000
$26,000
$7,500
$10,000

The new high school was originally scheduled for
occupation by the start of the 2003 — 2004 school
year. The new high school is now scheduled to
open by the start of the 2004-2005 school year.
The new high school fields will not be ready for
the start of the 2004-2005 school year. The
completion date of field renovations is dependent
on the resolution of the aforementioned lawsuit.

To date, unanticipated expenses have not
exceeded the project’s contingency fund; but it is
possible that expenses could exceed the
contingency fund.

The long-term financial implications of this
project are outlined in the Debt Subcommittee
Report beginning on Page 4.

As mentioned in last year’s report, the Education
Subcommittee commends the School Department
and School Committee for their foresight in
funding major school construction projects prior
to what they correctly anticipated as major
changes in the state’s School Building Assistance
Fund (SBA). The Town is scheduled to receive
state reimbursement for 59% of all recent school
projects, including the high school. In recent
months, major changes to the SBA were
announced and more changes are expected. It is
possible that Westwood’s SBA funding could be
accelerated under a plan communicated by the
Governor. It is nearly certain that Westwood
would receive a substantially lower
reimbursement percentage for any future projects.
It is possible that Westwood could receive no
reimbursement for any future projects.
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Analytical Analysis of the Westwood School System

As part of our review of the Westwood School System, the Finance Commission used several
valuation metrics to evaluate the schools and the challenges our school system faces in the future.
Our goal in this section of the report is to provide the residents of Westwood with an analytical means
of reviewing our school system.

5-Year Review of Staffing Growth Relative To Student Growth
We analyzed the growth of system-wide staffing relative to student growth over the most recent 5-
year period. The results of this analysis follows below:

In-Distr Admin Instruct. Other** Total
Year Students FTEs FTEs FTEs FTEs
2000 2471 28.85 251.60 94.37 374.82
2005 2775*%24.00 243.80 119.55 387.35
% Chng 12.3% -16.8% -3.1% 26.7% +3.3%

*  projected as of 10/9/03
** other includes: paras/aides, clerical, other support & operational staff
FTE = Full Time Equivalent

Growth of Student Population

As mentioned earlier in our report, the Westwood School System has experienced significant growth
in student population. Below is an illustration of the student population from 1996 to 2004 and
projected growth through 2006. The source of the growth projection is the Superintendent’s October
9, 2003 report to the School Committee — base case.

Westwood Public Schools
historical and projected in-district enroliment

2880 -
2780 - —

_—]
2680 - — |

2580 -
2480 -
2380 -
2280 -
2180 -
2080

Total Students

1996 (1997 (1998 (1999 (2000|2001 |2002|2003 |2004 |2005|2006

O Students |2085(2176(2330(2435|2471|2562(2619(2675|2729|2775|2837
Year

Actual In-District

Enrollment Change ‘97 ‘98 ‘99 ‘00 ‘01 ‘02 ’03 ’04 ‘05
# of Students 91 154 105 36 91 57 56 54 46
% of Students 4.3% 7.1% 4.5% 15% 3.7% 22% 21% 24% 1.7%
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Peer Group Comparison
We believe that it is important to our community that our schools perform well relative to our peers
and that our school dollars are wisely and efficiently spent. This year, we used several metrics to
compare our school system to our peers and statewide averages. The Boston Globe ranked overall
school districts by adding the percentage of students in the advanced and proficient categories for
each of the 10 MCAS tests administered in 2003, and then finding the median of those 10 figures.
The Boston Globe ranked High School districts by averaging 2003 10" grade math and English

passing rates.

2003

MCAS DATA
COMMUNITY
BELMONT
CANTON
DEDHAM
DVR-SHRBRN
BEDFORD
HOLLISTON
HOPKINTON
LEXINGTON
MEDFIELD
CNCRD CARLSLE
NEEDHAM
NEWTON
NORWOOD
WALPOLE
WAYLAND
WELLESLEY
WESTON
WESTWOOD

2001 DOE

FINANCIAL DATA

COMMUNITY **
BELMONT
CANTON
DEDHAM
DVR-SHRBRN
BEDFORD
HOLLISTON
HOPKINTON
LEXINGTON
MEDFIELD
CONCORD
NEEDHAM
NEWTON
NORWOOD
WALPOLE
WAYLAND
WELLESLEY
WESTON
WESTWOOD
STATE

* "Boston Globe" September 25, 2003
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HIGH STATE-WIDE OVERALL STATE-WIDE
SCHOOL HS RANK * MCAS % RANK *
MCAS %* (273 total) gr.4,6,7,8,10* (210 total)
95.0 66 (tie) 73 28
95.5 54 (tie) 67 52
95.0 66 (tie) 59 90
99.5 3 (tie) NA-Rgnl HS NA-Rgnl HS
95.0 66 (tie) 71 33
97.0 29 (tie) 71 33
96.0 45 (tie) 78 11
96.5 32 (tie) 77 14
97.5 19 (tie) 79 8
98.0 15 (tie) NA-Rgnl HS NA-Rgnl HS
99.0 8 (tie) 76 15
95.0 66 (tie) 76 15
87.5 168 (tie) 55 109
96.5 32 (tie) 71 33
98.5 11 (tie) 81 5
97.5 19 (tie) 83 1 (Tie)
97.0 29 (tie) 78 11
99.5 3 (tie) 82 3 (Tie)
AVG PUPIL TO
TEACHER PER PUPIL TEACHER
SALARY ** PEER RANK EXP ** PEER RANK RATIO ** PEER RANK
$52,921 8 $6,903 14 15.52 18
$48,252 15 $7,379 12 13.54 9
$49,286 13 $8,114 10 13.51 8
$57,428 2 $11,385 1 10.29 1
$49,431 12 $9,472 4 12.09 3
$47,779 16 $6,749 15 15.00 16
$49,024 14 $6,284 17 15.14 17
$52,895 9 $8,801 6 12.29 4
$44,324 18 $5,825 18 14.53 14
$57,253 3 $8,545 7 13.83 11
$53,689 7 $8,189 9 13.70 10
$54,385 5 $9.,546 3 11.98 2
$49,604 11 $6,918 13 13.93 12
$45,440 17 $6,461 16 14.95 15
$60,233 1 $8,108 11 14.41 13
$54,281 6 $8,928 5 12.61 5
$54,824 4 $10,100 2 13.49 7
$51,689 10 $8,360 8 (note +) 13.12 6
$48,649 NA $7,561 NA 13.65 NA
Note +
59" of 328
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Summary

We would like to express our gratitude to
Superintendent Dr. Paul Ash, Assistant
Superintendent Edward Kazanjian, Finance
Director Pam Dukeman, Finance Commission
Administrator Sheila Nee, and the members of
the School Committee for their cooperation,
assistance and availability during the budget
review process.

The state fiscal crisis and limited growth in
our Town’s tax base has resulted in the

FY 2005 School budget outlined earlier in this
report. It is too early to tell if the state-
funding environment will improve next year.
In this economic environment, little relief is
expected from local tax growth. These
reductions are compounded by the fact that,
for the second year in a row, capital spending
is minimal, yet capital needs cannot be
ignored for very long and will have to be
satisfied in future years; enrollment is
predicted to grow; special education costs
continue to increase; and most of our school
system’s salary base has contractually
mandated increases each year.

The foundation of the Town of Westwood is
its excellent school system. It is a critical
component of the fabric of the community.
The citizens of Westwood have historically
invested considerably in their schools and
have been rewarded with one of the top school
systems in the state. Next year, it is highly
likely that the citizens of the Town will be
asked to vote on a School Committee
sponsored Proposition 2 /5 override. The
citizens will be asked to choose between cuts
in core school services or an increase in their
investment in our school system.
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In future years, we strongly encourage the
School Committee and School Administration
to work together closely prior to the
completion of the Superintendent’s proposed
budget. It is vital that the Superintendent’s
initial budget meet the financial guidelines and
expectations indicated by the School
Committee.

Our final message this year is nearly identical
to our conclusion in last year’s report. All
Town departments (Fire, Police, Department
of Public Works, Municipal Government)
have been, and will continue to be, adversely
impacted by the prolonged state fiscal crisis
and a lack of local commercial growth.
Westwood’s continuing fiscal challenges are
apparent and it is critical that they be
addressed; and that the citizens are fully
informed of the issues, well in advance of the
typical FY 2006 budget cycle. It is probable
that the citizens will be asked to consider
operational and capital overrides next year.
Given the severity of the fiscal issues we face,
we urge all leaders of the Town to address
these problems as soon as possible, starting as
early as this spring. We urge the citizens of
our Town to be actively involved in this
process so that they may collectively
determine Westwood’s priorities.
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Thomas Bockhorst, Chair
Susan Shaw

The Town of Westwood's Municipal Budget
for Fiscal Year 2005 (“FY05”) is comprised
of the budgets of the various municipal
departments, including Police, Fire,
Department of Public Works, Human
Services, Library, and General Government.
The Municipal Subcommittee is responsible
for reviewing all of these municipal
department budgets.

The review included an analysis of the
proposed budgets vs. actual revenue and
expenses from prior years through year-to-
date actuals. Several department heads
attended regularly scheduled Finance
Commission meetings to discuss the
operation of their departments and their
current and projected budgetary concerns.
Subcommittee members communicated with
department heads and staff to gain insight
into their daily operations and to fully
explore any proposed changes or increases
in budgets from FY04.

The proposed municipal budget represents
the balancing of many constituent needs.
Increased school enrollments and special
education costs and deteriorating school
physical plant have placed an additional tax
burden on the community, which has
increased now that most of the debt from the
financing of the new high school has been
absorbed into the budget. Town officials are
cognizant of and sensitive to the strain these
additional taxes have placed on many of the
Town's residents. The municipal budget
represents Town officials' efforts to maintain
quality community services for the Town of
Westwood with scarce resources.

Current Revenue Challenges
Proposition 2 % presents significant

challenges to all towns, including
Westwood, particularly in tough economic
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times. Towns must fund the increasing costs
of providing services to residents and
maintaining capital with tax revenue
increases of only 2 2% to 3% per year. In
the current climate of cuts in state aid to
towns, that challenge is even greater.

Historically, state aid to Westwood
increased annually by amounts ranging from
$250,000 to $400,000. The budget crisis at
the state level changed that pattern
dramatically last year (FY04), during which
total state aid to Westwood decreased by
$827,000.

To balance the budget last year, many
municipal department employees received
no increase in compensation in order to
prevent layoffs and preserve the level of
services Town residents want and need. The
municipal department employees are to be
commended for this sacrifice last year.

While the state’s budget crisis situation may
be improving, that “improvement” likely
will just mean no further state aid cuts, not
restoration of the amounts cut last year. The
absence of that state aid presents a
significant revenue challenge for the Town
for FY0S5.

Consequently, as with last year, the
municipal departments undertook a thorough
review of department budgets with the
objective to fund the operating budgets for
the municipal department as a whole at the
leanest level possible while seeking to
minimize the impact on services to
residents. The budget presented reflects that
effort.

Municipal Operating Budget

The municipal budget for FY05 is
$12,540,894 which represents a $413,813
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(3.4%) increase over FY 2004. This amount
is to be spent as follows:

Function Amount ]0,/00 t(:i
General $2,089,436 | 17
Government
Public Safety $4,836,991 | 38.5
Public Works $3,697,246 | 29
Human Services $513,773 | 4.1
Culture & $1,091,448 | 8.7
Recreation
Operating
Capital/Salary $312,000 | 2.5
Reserve

As can be seen, approximately 68% percent
of the total municipal budget is spent on
public safety and public works. These
services — police and fire protection, trash
removal, road services, and field
maintenance — reflect the priorities of the
municipal government. The culture and
recreation spending reflects expenditures for
the Town’s library system and recreation
programs. The general government figures
reflect the budgets for all the financial, IS,
tax assessment and collection, and general
governance needs for the Town. The FYO05
municipal budget assures quality services in
all these areas.

The significant components of the $413,813
increase in municipal spending are:

e $245,000 for salary and COLA
increases for employees across all
municipal departments many of
whom received no compensation
increase in the prior year. Included
in this amount is the reserve for
compensation expenses anticipated
to result from negotiating new
collective bargaining agreements
with the police and firefighters'
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unions, as well as the union
representing the Town’s public
works employees, for FYO05.

e $48,000 for Public Works expenses
in connection with operating costs
for the new municipal building
coming on-line this year and
increased costs for traffic light
maintenance.

e $40,000 in additional salary expense
for the general government
departments to provide part-time
assistance in the Treasurer’s office
($10,000) to process new paperwork
for school agency accounts and
school retirement withholdings; and
$27,000 for the Business
Development office in connection
with increased hours for the
Economic Development Officer and
for assistance with new liquor
licensing issues.

e Headcount in the municipal
departments remains the same as for
the past 3 years. Total headcount
over the past 6 years has increased
in total only 4.2%, or an average of
0.7% per year.

e [t should be noted that several
positions and expense increases
requested by departments are not
being recommended this year. It is
hoped those requests can be pursued
in FY06.

Capital Expenses

The Town has made a commitment to
reinvest in its infrastructure believing that
ongoing capital infusion will be less costly
in the long term. Capital requests for small
equipment and infrastructure improvements
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generally are funded through a departmental
capital budget. Requests for major repairs,
construction and large equipment generally
are authorized through the capital
improvements and capital equipment articles
presented at Town Meeting. Larger
construction projects such as the new
schools or renovations to schools are
authorized by the Town Meeting and a
Town vote and require the Town to issue
long term bonds for funding. They often
also require authorization outside the limits
of Proposition 2 /5.

This year’s municipal requests consist of
routine/maintenance type items, such as
DPW, Police, and Fire equipment. Some
items have been deferred due to the tight
fiscal situation.

Please also see the report of the Debt and
Capital Subcommittee for further discussion
of the Town’s management of its capital
assets.

Comparisons with Other Towns

The Municipal Subcommittee also has
undertaken analyzing how Westwood’s
municipal spending compares with other
potentially similar towns. The chart on
Page 19 shows expenditure and staffing data
(where available) for 2003 for Westwood
and 14 other Towns.

The data shows some significant differences
in spending levels across these towns. Some
towns spend more than Westwood on these
municipal services, others less. The reasons
for these differences are difficult to identify
and quantify, as different factors may impact
the level of spending for particular towns.
Among the factors identified thus far that
may account for differences in spending
levels across towns for certain larger
municipal departments are:
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Department of Public Works

e Whether Waste Collection/Disposal
is part of the Board of Health budget
or the DPW budget;

e Whether the town has curbside trash
pick-up or requires residents to
bring it to transfer stations;

e  Where street lighting is budgeted
(some towns include in the
Police/Traffic budgets; Westwood
includes in DPW);

e Whether Field Maintenance is under
the School Department or DPW
budget; and

e Miles of road to be maintained and
nature of use of those roads (light v.
heavy commuter use; light v. heavy
truck use).

Fire Department

e Demographic mix of population

e Extent and nature of senior housing
(Westwood has a high density of
senior population);

e  Whether the town operates a Fire
Dept. based EMS (Westwood does);

e Daily traffic — nature and extent

e Existence of major highway within
town (Route 128 for Westwood);

e Whether the town experiences an in-
migration or out-migration of
commuters each day (e.g.,
Westwood has as many people
come into Town daily to work;
Medfield has net out-migration.)
More people present increased
likelihood of EMS calls;

e Nature of commercial/industrial
activity within a town (e.g., some
chemical industries still operate in
Westwood, with attendant fire
risks); and
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e  Geographic layout of town; miles of
road; number of stations manned.

Police Department

e Volume and density of commuter
traffic;

e Nature of traffic (extent commercial
or heavy industrial);

e Geography layout of the town/miles
of road;

e  Whether crossing guards (traffic
supervisors) are under police or
school department budget (budgeted
under police in Westwood); and

e Level of traffic enforcement needed
or desired.

Library

Circulation rates;

Reference questions fielded;
Hours of operation;

Number of programs offered and
program attendance (e.g.,
Westwood’s program rate and
attendance is very high relative to
other towns.); and

e  Whether a branch library is
operated.

The Finance Commission believes it
important to continue to undertake this type
of peer group comparison and it will
continue to work to identify factors at play
that may account for differences across
towns. But based on the work undertaken
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and factors identified to date, the Municipal
Subcommittee believes that Westwood’s
municipal spending is appropriate, and
perhaps low in some areas, given the
demographic and geographic features of the
Town and the level of services offered to
residents.

Conclusion

Overall, the operating budget is the product
of significant sacrifices by municipal
employees to attain a responsible budget.
The capital budget appears to reflect an
appropriate and responsible investment in
present and future needs to maintain
equipment and facilities in proper condition
to best serve the Town and prevent greater
future costs due to deterioration. The
municipal subcommittee recommends the
adoption of the budget as presented in this
book.

The Municipal Subcommittee wishes to
thank all of the Town employees and
officials that not only gave their time but
also showed genuine enthusiasm for their
commitment to make Westwood a better
place to live. We want to specifically
acknowledge and thank Sheila Nee, Finance
Commission Administrator, and Pamela
Dukeman, Finance Director, for their
assistance, efforts and patience. The quality
of their work is illustrated in their track
record of award-winning budget
presentations.



Comparison of 2003 Town Expenditures

Westwood Bedford Canton Concord Holliston Medfield Sharon Wayland Belmont Dedham Lexington Needham Norwood Walpole Wellesley
Population 2002 (estimated) 14,181 12,647 21,341 17,028 13,989 12,447 17,536 13,239 24,045 23,378 30,663 29,197 28,844 23,199 26,671
Police
FY2003 Expenditures 2,379,482| 2,335,491 3,008,038 2,625,038 1,750,834 1,720,110 2,242,013 1,936,342 5,050,893 4,402,691 4,357,104 4,028,840 4,753,388 2,855,419 4,118,045
$ Spent Per Resident 167.79 184.67 140.95 154.16 125.16 138.19 127.85 146.26 210.06 188.33 142.10 137.99 164.80 123.08 154.40
Fire
FY2003 Expenditures 2,096,187 1,876,207 3,356,915 2,436,731 499,880 462,780 1,262,279 1,743,968 3,536,452 3,637,751 3,354,541 4,987,917 3,967,105 2,087,716 3,720,322
$ Spent Per Resident 147.82 148.35 157.30 143.10 35.73 37.18 71.98 131.73 147.08 155.61 109.40 170.84 137.54 89.99 139.49
DPW
FY2003 Expenditures 3,653,405| 6,288,440 3,471,565 2,760,040 2,829,619 2,119,084 2375868 1,916,896 9,618,654 9,451,716 6,855432 3,448,393 24,894,585 3,367,855 4,727,862
$ Spent Per Resident 250.58 497.23 162.67 162.09 202.27 170.25 135.49 144.79 400.03 404.30 223.57 118.11 863.08 145.17 177.27
General Government
FY2003 Expenditures 2,254,086 2,844,558  2,245864 2,772,330 1,194,647 1,219,499 1,386,218 2,206,124 3,329,765 2,788,883  3,895494 6,962,728 3,327,422 3,250,558 3,101,924
$ Spent Per Resident 158.95 224.92 105.24 162.81 85.40 97.98 79.05 166.64 138.48 119.30 127.04 238.47 115.36 140.12 116.30
Human Services
FY2003 Expenditures 480,793 657,144 472,094 380,961 310,499 211,998 335,252 700,300 706,259 584,476 611,777 779,826 677,295 342,916 774,741
$ Spent Per Resident 33.90 51.96 2212 22.37 22.20 17.03 19.12 52.90 29.37 25.00 19.95 26.71 23.48 14.78 29.05
Culture & Recreation
FY2003 Expenditures 1,051,021 1,325,647 1,151,855 1,870,412 470,394 763,127 918,069 2,161,453 2,591,933 1,602,596 2,537,961 2,207,211 1,915,538 1,097,697 3,791,716
$ Spent Per Resident 74.11 104.82 53.97 109.84 33.63 61.31 52.35 163.26 107.80 68.55 82.77 75.60 66.41 47.32 142.17
Education
FY2003 Expenditures 24,705,349| 22,323,675 22,535,069 30,145,968 25,660,935 18,690,512 26,674,786 23,985,791 28,778,195 24,493,553 62,709,090 31,933,021 28,345,717 24,597,974 37,893,079
$ Spent Per Resident 1742.14 1765.14 1055.95 1770.38 1834.37 1501.61 1521.14 1811.75 1196.85 1047.72 2045.11 1093.71 982.72 1060.30 1420.76
Debt
FY2003 Expenditures 3,194,457 4,624,280 2,801,101 2,635,987 5,414,511 5,995,061 6,715,120 3,042,878 2,899,333 2,309,265 4,520,919 4,046,458 3,878,397 2,259,749 4,201,510
$ Spent Per Resident 225.26 365.64 131.25 154.80 387.05 481.65 382.93 297.82 120.58 98.78 147.44 138.59 134.46 97.41 157.53

Source:

MA Department of Revenue
Division of Local Services
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Brian London, Chair
Bruce Montgomery
Robert Knox

Introduction

At the annual town meeting, items are
presented as warrant articles to be discussed,
debated and ultimately approved or rejected
by the voting residents of Westwood. One of
the roles of the Finance Commission is to
conduct an extensive review of each warrant
article; hold public hearings to solicit input
from the town’s citizens, and ultimately to
make written recommendations to those
citizens on the merits of each article. Due to
the number and complexity of the warrant
articles, this subcommittee was formed
several years ago to facilitate the review of
articles.

Process

This year over 50 warrant articles were
proposed for town meeting. Many of the
articles were generated by the Planning
Board which this year is concluding its two
year project of recodifying the zoning
bylaws of the Town of Westwood. Several
additional articles have been generated by
the Business Development Advisory Board
(BDAB) in an effort to attract desirable
businesses to Westwood to help maintain the
favorable tax impact that a strong business
mix creates for the town. We want to take
this opportunity to note that the town has
hired a new Business Development Officer,
Joyce Moss who will have a challenging but
vitally important role in expanding the
commercial tax base while maintaining the
character that makes Westwood such a great
place to live. Other town boards as well as
the selectmen and citizens of Westwood
have submitted the remainder of the articles.

The Warrant Article Subcommittee is
focusing on the Planning Board and BDAB
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articles because of their complexity.
Subcommittee members attended
discussions of the Planning and Business
Development Advisory Boards and
monitored the revisions that many of these
articles have gone through on their way to
town meeting. Subcommittee members were
also present at the public hearings held by
these boards on the articles to hear the
thoughts and concerns of Westwood
residents. The zoning articles were drafted
with input from professional consultants,
various town boards and commissions and
town staff. Similar towns were examined
and the input of the public was weighed. We
commend everyone involved for the
diligence and professionalism with which
this process was undertaken.

The largest issues facing the town each year
are the funding of the school and municipal
budgets. Two additional subcommittees are
extensively involved in the reviews of these
budget articles throughout the entire process.
The Debt & Capital Subcommittee reviews
these important aspects of the town’s
finances which have had a significant effect
on residents’ real estate taxes. Although
these various subcommittees help to
facilitate the work of the Finance
Commission, the full Commission
ultimately discusses each article and is
actively involved in formulating the final
recommendations to the town.

Article Highlights

The Planning Board articles are intended to
complete the recodification process which
was begun last year. There are definitions
being added as well as sections being
combined and renumbered. Certain sections
are being replaced by use, regulation and



Warrant Article Subcommittee Report (Continued)

dimension tables which are much easier to
understand and reference. Before this
process there were references in different
sections of the bylaw that contradicted each
other and instances where the permit
granting process was vague, confusing and
in some cases may not have conformed to
zoning law. These articles are not intended
to change allowable uses or requirements.
The goal of the Planning Board in
presenting these articles is to have zoning
bylaws that are appropriate, understandable
and enforceable. We support this goal.

The articles presented by the Business
Development Advisory Board (BDAD) are
intended to change allowable uses and
regulations within the zoning bylaws.
Westwood employs a split tax rate, which
means that commercial property is taxed at a
higher rate than residential property. In
Westwood commercial property comprises
15.8% of the value of all town property but
generates 25.3% of the total tax revenue.
The annual tax savings to residents is

$767 for the average home. Because of
soaring residential values and relatively
stagnant commercial values, 40% growth in
residential value versus 3% growth in
commercial, we are in danger of losing the
ability to take advantage of a split tax rate.
This is why the BDAB is actively trying to
encourage appropriate business
development.

One of the major reasons cited by
commercial developers for opting not to
locate in a particular area is uncertainty over
what they would be allowed to build and
what type of business they would be allowed
to operate. In order to mitigate this
uncertainty, the BDAB is proposing changes
to the zoning bylaws in the University
Avenue and Route 1 area regarding height,
building size in relation to lot size,
restaurant size, retail store size, parking
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issues and signage. In order to protect the
character of the town there are still limits in
all of these areas which would require a
special permit to be obtained in order to
exceed them. One of the most innovative
proposals is the request to create an overlay
district within the Highway Business
District that would allow for a mix of uses
and densities. Making it advantageous to put
together several parcels into a larger, mixed
use project would give the town leverage to
require the developer to mitigate problems
in the surrounding area such as drainage.

Because of the importance to Westwood of a
strong commercial tax base and the

need to maximize the value of each site
while maintaining uses appropriate to the
town, we support the concept behind these
articles.

Conclusion

This subcommittee would like to thank
everyone who had a role in this year’s
warrant articles. This is a very involved
process requiring tremendous attention to
detail, and which must be completed in the
relatively short time period between the
closing of the warrant by the selectmen and
the annual town meeting. We could not have
done our job without the cooperation of
many individuals and their willingness to
share their time and expertise.

The importance of participation by the
residents of Westwood in town meeting and
the events leading up to it cannot be
understated. Every resident has an
opportunity to have their voice heard and to
be part of the decision making process but
only if they choose to become involved. As
members of the Finance Commission and
residents of Westwood, we value public
input and participation and we encourage
you to play an active role in the affairs of
your town.



" What Goes On At Town Meeting?

A Message from the Moderator

Our Town Meeting is conducted in accordance with the Town Bylaws
(Article 3) and Massachusetts Law. Some major matters of procedure are summarized below.

General Information

The moderator presides at the meeting and is responsible for ruling on procedural matters, overseeing
orderly debate and preserving decorum.

One hundred and seventy-five (175) registered voters constitute a quorum.

Registered voters are entitled to attend, address the meeting and vote. Guests may attend the meeting, but
can address the meeting only with the approval of the meeting.

Warrant articles are presented in numerical order. A motion to take an article out of order requires a 2/3
vote of those present and voting.

Motions, Motions to Amend, and Votes Required

An article in the warrant states a question for the town meeting to answer. A motion is a proposed answer
to the question and must be within the scope (intent) of the article.

The recommendation of the Finance Commission is the first motion under an article and is considered
the main motion.

The motion of the Finance Commission is open for discussion by the voters.

Motions to amend the main motion, which are within the scope of the warrant article, may be made on
town meeting floor.

Ordinarily motions require a majority vote of the voters present and voting to pass. Certain motions
require a 2/3, 4/5 or even a 9/10 due to provisions of Massachusetts law or the Town Bylaws. The
moderator will announce the voting requirement before each vote is taken.

Motions for Indefinite Postponement and Motions to Reconsider

A motion for indefinite postponement is equivalent to a motion that no action be taken under the article
and such motion may not be amended.

If the voters defeat the motion for indefinite postponement, favorable action on the subject matter of the
article requires a motion to that effect.

A motion to reconsider a prior vote of the meeting must carry by a 2/3 vote and may only be made once
concerning any single prior vote.

Rules of Debate and Vote Counting

A voter desiring to speak should rise, await recognition by the moderator, identify themselves when
recognized and stand while speaking.

All votes are taken in the first instance by voice vote and the moderator determines whether the motion
carried or was lost. If the moderator cannot decide by the sound of voices, or if his announcement of the
vote is doubted by seven (7) or more voters raising their hands for that

purpose, the moderator shall without debate determine the vote by ordering a standing vote, or he may
order a vote by secret written ballot.
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Summary of 2004 Annual Town Meeting Financial Articles
Recommended by the Finance Commission

Article

No Article Description Amount Description
Article will only transfer funds from one
1 FYO04 Supplemental Operating Budget FY04 budget account to another. No
$312,833 | increase in cost to residents.
Article will utilize additional FY04
2. FY04 Supplemental Operating Budget $14,160 | available funds. No increase in cost to
residents.
Article will only transfer funds from one
3. FYO04 Supplemental Budget $286,700 | FY04 budget account to another. No
increase in cost to residents.
Article will transfer funds from one
4. Unpaid Bills of Prior Years $60,071.01 | budget account to another; no increase in
cost.
. o Article will only rescind previous debt
> Rescind Debt Authorization ($550,000) authorizations that will not be needed.
6. Operating Budgets $55,083,669
7. Municipal Capital $490,000
The FY2005 maximum tax levy within
8. Sewer Capital $133,000 | Proposition 2 %> will result in a 2.5%
increase or $150 to the average home.
9. School Capital $206,000
10. Stabilization Fund $25,000
Total FY2005
Appropriation Requests | $55,937,669
Article will be funded as a borrowing
16. Purchase of Islington Community Church $600,000 | article. Facility rental fees will be used
toward repayment.
Article would be funded as a borrowing
17. Sewer Engineering and Construction $382,050 | article with repayment occurring through
sewer funds and betterment charges.
20, Regional Fire Dispatch $39,000 Article will use existing funds from

Ambulance receipts.
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TOWN MEETING WARRANT

Norfolk ss:
To either of the Constables of the Town of Westwood in said County, GREETING.

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are hereby directed to notify the inhabitants of
said Town who are qualified to vote in elections to vote at:

Precinct One — Senior Center
Precinct Two - William E. Sheehan School
Precinct Three - Paul R. Hanlon School
Precinct Four - Downey School

on the last Tuesday in April, it being the twenty-seventh day of said month, A.D. 2004, from 7 a.m. to
8 p.m. for the following purpose:

To bring their vote for the following persons to wit:

ONE ASSESSOR FOR THREE YEARS
ONE COLLECTOR OF TAXES FOR ONE YEAR
ONE HOUSING AUTHORITY MEMBER FOR FIVE YEARS
TWO LIBRARY TRUSTEES FOR THREE YEARS
ONE MODERATOR FOR ONE YEAR
TWO PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS FOR THREE YEARS
TWO SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR THREE YEARS
ONE SELECTMAN FOR THREE YEARS
ONE SEWER COMMISSIONER FOR THREE YEARS
ONE TOWN CLERK FOR THREE YEARS

and you are hereby further directed to notify the inhabitants of said Town of Westwood qualified to vote
in elections and Town affairs to meet in the Xaverian Brothers High School on Clapboardtree Street, in
said Westwood, on Monday, May 10, 2004* at 7:30 in the evening, there and then to act on the following
articles:

*Note: To comply with our Charter, the meeting will be first called to order on May 3, 2004 at 7:30 P.M.

at Xaverian Brothers High School and immediately adjourn to May 10 at 7:30 P.M. at Xaverian Brothers
High School (due to the Westwood High School construction project).

24



ARTICLE 1

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate by transfer from available funds the sum of Three Hundred
Twelve Thousand Eight Hundred Thirty-Three Dollars ($312,833) to supplement the following fiscal year
2004 appropriations, or take any other action thereon:

Transfer

From Account Amount | To Account Amount
Reserve Fund $287,833 | Workers Compensation $11,000
School Unemployment Compensation $25,000
School Health Insurance $85,000
Snow & Ice $65,000
Blue Hills Regional School Assessment $81,833
Legal Expenses $15,000
School and Municipal Comprehensive Insurance $5,000
FY 04 Non-Contributory $15.000 Business Development Salary $12,000
Pension ’ Library Salary $3,000
Treasurer Expense $10,000 | Treasurer Salary $10,000
Total $312,833 Total $312,833

(Board of Selectmen)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town

SO vote.

The Town generally uses this article to make adjustments in the municipal, school department, or fixed
costs budgets that may have an increase in expenditures and require a supplemental budget. The funds
are generally transferred from budgets that have an unanticipated surplus, and from the reserve account.

ARTICLE 2

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate by transfer from available funds the sum of Fourteen
Thousand One Hundred Sixty Dollars ($14,160) to supplement the following fiscal year 2004

appropriations, or take any other action thereon:
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Transfer

From Account Amount | To Account Amount
Sewer Retained Earnings $2,160 | Sewer MWRA FY04 Assessment $2,160
Free Cash $5,000 | Haslam Pond Project $5,000
Ambulance Receipts $7,000 | Fire Ambulance Expenses $7,000
Total $14,160 Total $14,160

(Board of Selectmen)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town

SO vote.

The Town generally uses this article to make adjustments in the municipal, school department, or fixed
costs budgets that may have an increase in expenditures and require a supplemental budget. The funds
are generally transferred from available funds.

ARTICLE 3

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate by transfer from available funds the sum of Two Hundred
Eighty-Six Thousand Seven Hundred Dollars ($286,700) to supplement the following fiscal year 2004
appropriations, or take any other action thereon:

Transfer

From Account Amount | To Account Amount
. : Police Building Phone System $14,000
C;Ti?cleACr;LCilse;S -2003 ATM, $86,700 | Police Weapons $32,700
Municipal Building/Capital Study $40,000
FYO04 School Operating $200.000 Thurston School Portables-Yr. 3 of 5 Yr. Lease $138,200
Budget ’ School Technology Capital $61,800
Total $286,700 Total $286,700

(Board of Selectmen)
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The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
S0 vote.

The Town generally uses this article to make adjustments in capital accounts. The funds are transferred
from budgets that have an unanticipated surplus.

ARTICLE 4

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate and/or transfer from available funds the sum of Sixty
Thousand Seventy-One Dollars and One Cent ($60,071.01) to pay the following unpaid bill of a prior
fiscal year, or take any other action thereon:

Unpaid Bill Amount From Account

School Yearbook-Josten's $28,342.66

Copy Machine-Xerox Corp. $31,500.00

School Elevator-Thyssen Elevator $228.35 School budget FY04
(Board of Selectmen)

The Finance Commission will make its recommendation on this article at Town Meeting.

This article transfers funds from existing accounts to pay outstanding bills. As the bills predate the
current fiscal year, they must be approved through a separate unpaid prior year bill article.

ARTICLE §

To see if the Town will vote to rescind certain authorized but unissued borrowings of the Town, or take
any other action thereon.

Project Town Meeting Warrant Article Amount

Street Light Purchase 2002 Annual 12 $225,000

University Ave. Landscape 2002 Annual 13 $325,000
(Board of Selectmen)
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The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

When town meeting approves authorization to borrow, the amount is carried on an outstanding list until
long term debt is issued. If the long term debt does not need to be issued, the debt authorization needs to
be rescinded so that the debt records are cleared.

Resultant savings from the street light purchase program covered the cost of purchasing the street lights.

The University Avenue landscaping borrowing was not required because the town pursued and received a
State grant.

ARTICLE 6

To see what sum(s) of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available
funds and/or borrow for the operation of the municipal departments and public school system for the
fiscal year July 1, 2004, through June 30, 2005, as set forth in Appendix D of the Finance Commission's
Report to the 2004 Annual Town Meeting, or take any other action thereon.

(Board of Selectmen)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available funds for the operation of the
Town and public school system for the fiscal year July 1, 2004 through June 30, 2005 as set
forth in Appendix D of this report.

Appendix D — See Page 188

This article, traditionally known as the Omnibus Article, compiles all town budgets and groups them into
logically related areas for presentation. Each of the areas represents the work of municipal government
or school budget function groups and Finance Commission subcommittees.

During the Moderator’s reading of Appendix D, voters wishing to question a particular budget line may
call out “hold” when the Moderator indicates the line number of interest. Following a complete reading
of the Appendix, the Moderator will start over and read only those lines for which “holds” were called.
Discussion may then take place by budget line. The Omnibus Budget Article also contains four additional
appendices:

Appendix A - The classification and compensation plan for Town employees, as presented
by the Personnel Board. This is printed for information only.

Appendix B - The classification and compensation plan for School employees, as voted by
the School Committee. This is printed for information only.
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Appendix C - The classification and compensation plan for elected officials as
recommended by the Finance Commission. The Moderator will call for a vote on each of
these positions.

Appendix D - As noted, the operating budget for all town departments as recommended by
the Finance Commission.

Appendix E - The School Department Budget Summary.
ARTICLE 7
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available funds the sum of

Four Hundred Ninety Thousand Dollars ($490,000) for the purchase, lease or lease/purchase of the
following capital equipment:

Equipment/Project Requesting Department Cost Funding Source
Fire 1500 GPM Engines (3" of 6 payments) Fire $118,305 Free Cash
Ladder Truck (4™ of 5payments) Fire $132,907 Free Cash
Police Cruisers Police $95,086 Free Cash
Recreation Van Recreation $35,000 Free Cash

Skid Steer (2™ of 2 payments) DPW $26,100 Free Cash
35,000 G.V.W. Hook-lift Water, Sander, & DPW $50,000 Free Cash
Plow Truck (1% of 2 payments)

INET Equipment Information Systems $22,602 Free Cash
Office for Town Nurse Selectmen $10,000 Free Cash

and to direct the Board of Selectmen to trade as part of the purchase price or to sell or dispose of any
equipment no longer necessary, and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to apply for and accept any State
or Federal grant or assistance, or both, that may be available for any of the above purchases, or take any
other action thereon.

(Board of Selectmen)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

Articles 7 and 8
These articles propose the purchase of items critical to the operations of several municipal and sewer
departments. The Finance Commission supports routinely reinvesting in the community's capital assets,
rather than delaying problems that result in a larger infusion of financial resources to correct.
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ARTICLE 8

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available funds the sum of
One Hundred Thirty-Three Thousand Dollars ($133,000) for the following capital improvements:

Equipment/Project Requesting Department Cost Funding Source
Scada — Computer Monitoring System Sewer $75,000 Sewer Retained Earnings
Truck Chasis for Sewer Jet Sewer $58,000 Sewer Retained Earnings

and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to apply for and accept any State or Federal grant or assistance,
or both, that may be available for any of the above purchases or projects, or take any other action thereon.

(Board of Selectmen)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

ARTICLE 9

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available funds the sum of
Two Hundred Six Thousand Dollars ($206,000) for the following capital equipment and improvements:

Equipment/Project Requesting Department Cost Funding Source
Technology School $38,200 Free Cash
Furnishings & Equipment School $3,500 Free Cash
Repair and Modernization School $51,000 Free Cash
Copiers School $87,300 Free Cash
Custodial Equipment/Vehicles School $26,000 Free Cash

and to direct the Board of Selectmen to trade as part of the purchase price or to sell or dispose of any
equipment no longer necessary, and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to apply for and accept any State
or Federal grant or assistance, or both, that may be available for any of the above purchases, or take any
other action thereon.

(Board of Selectmen)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

This article presents capital items which are considered vitally important to the proper education of our
children and the proper maintenance of our school facilities. The article seeks the approval of town
meeting to fund these items from the town’s Free Cash Account.
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The Finance Commission is in agreement that these items are necessary for the Fiscal 2005 year. Repair
and modernization items allow the schools to update existing systems to provide a comfortable
environment for our students and are essential to ensure the proper maintenance of facilities and not
allow the types of deferred maintenance that have rendered several of our buildings obsolete.

ARTICLE 10

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer from available funds a sum of money
for the Stabilization Fund established in accordance with General Laws Chapter 40, Section 5B.

Department Amount Funding Source
Stabilization Fund $25,000 Free Cash
(Board of Selectmen)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

The Finance Commission unanimously voted to approve the appropriation of $25,000 to the
Stabilization fund. While this dollar amount represents a small token amount, the Commission feels it is
important to demonstrate a continued commitment to funding the Stabilization account. We reiterate our
long standing belief that a substantial fund remains vital to the Town. These funds represent a "savings"
account for the Town and are our only real emergency funds. They should not be viewed as "rainy day"
money to be used when the budget is tight but rather as funds needed for a "flood" - a significant
unforeseeable emergency. The Commission actually feels that the amount of money set aside is still not
adequate, but acknowledges the Town's commitment since 1999 when the balance was approximately
34,000 to the 2003 balance of 3760,000. The balance and continued commitment to this account is
critical to the Town's fiscal health and bond rating. The Finance Commission believes that a town should
maintain a balance of approximately 5% of revenue, which for Westwood would be approximately

$2.5 million.

ARTICLE 11

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to apply for and accept state funds to be
received as reimbursement for road improvements and deposit said funds into the Town’s road
improvement account to be used as reimbursement for expenditures made or to continue the Town’s road
improvement program of crack sealing, secondary resurfacing and major reconstruction; to authorize the
Board of Selectmen to enter into contracts for the expenditure of any funds allotted or to be allotted by the
Commonwealth for the improvement of Chapter 90 and other public roads within the Town of Westwood
and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to make any necessary takings of land and/or easements to
accomplish said program or take any other action thereon.

(Board of Selectmen)
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The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

This perennial article empowers the Board of Selectmen to apply for and accept State assistance should it
become available. Historically, Westwood has been very successful in obtaining State funding. This
success was due, in part, to the diligence of employees who continually monitor all possible funding
sources. The Selectmen have ensured that acceptance of the funding does not materially alter the nature
of the Town. The Finance Commission recommends adoption of the article.

ARTICLE 12

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Senior Property Tax Work-off Program by deleting therefrom
the phrase “25 seniors” appearing in the second sentence of the first paragraph and substituting therefor

the phrase “50 seniors”, so that the amended sentence shall read “The program will abate the amount of
$500.00 to 50 seniors.”, or take any other action thereon.

(Council on Aging)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

At the 2003 Annual Town Meeting, residents approved the Property Tax Work Off Program for seniors.
This allowed seniors to work in various Town departments in exchange for an abatement on their taxes.
However, only a maximum number of seniors could participate (25). Last year the Council on Aging
received 37 applications for the 25 slots.

Upon approval of this year's article, as many as 50 seniors could apply for the program. The program
has been very successful providing valuable services to various departments including, but not limited to
the School Department, Assessors, Collectors, Council on Aging, Board of Health, Treasurer and Town
Nurse.

Our seniors are very important to our community. As taxes increase, it becomes more difficult for them
to stay in a Town they love. We need to help local seniors by giving them a tax relief whenever possible.
The Finance Commission recommends adoption of this article.

ARTICLE 13

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectman to petition the General Court, in
compliance with Clause (1), Section 8 of Article LXXXIX of the amendments of the Constitution, for
enactment of a special law substantially in the following form of the proposed act printed below as part of
the article and entitled.

AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF WESTWOOD TO GRANT A SINGLE LICENSE FOR

THE SALE OF ALL ALCOHOL BEVERAGES AND OR WINES AND MALT BEVERAGES TO BE
DRUNK OFF THE PREMISES PURSUANT TO SECTION 15 OF SAID CHAPTER 138.
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SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or specific law to the contrary, the licensing
authority of the Town of Westwood may issue one Package store, license for the sale of all Alcohol
Beverages, or Wines and Malt Only Beverages pursuant to Section 15 of said Chapter 138.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
(David Feyler, 20 Baker Street)

The Finance Commission, by a vote of 11 in favor and 1 abstention, recommends that the
Town vote Indefinite Postponement.

At the 2003 Annual Town Meeting, the Town voted to petition the Massachusetts General Court for
legislation authorizing the Board of Selectmen to grant licenses to serve alcoholic beverages or beer and
wine in restaurants. The goal was to attract a variety of quality restaurants to Westwood. Within the past
few months, the law was passed allowing such licenses to be granted to Westwood restaurants for serving
alcoholic beverages.

The Finance Commission feels the question of allowing a liquor store is premature until residents become
accustomed to Town restaurants serving alcohol.

ARTICLE 14

To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 40, §15A, to transfer to
the Board of Selectmen the care, custody and control of a certain parcel of land with the buildings thereon
now under the care, custody and control of the School Committee, said parcel being shown as Parcel “A”
on a certain plan entitled “Plan of Land, showing proposed change in use/care/custody Colburn &
Deerfield School, Westwood, Massachusetts , March 11, 2004, Town of Westwood Engineering, C.J.
Balduf, P.L.S. P.E., Assistant Town Engineer.

(Board of Selectmen)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

See Attached Map

The school administration has decided to move their offices out of the Colburn School on High Street and
into the new High School when it is completed. This provides the double benefit of giving them access to
more modern facilities and being physically closer to the students and teachers they serve. As they
foresee no future educational use for the building, the School Committee has requested that control of this
building be transferred to the Selectmen. This warrant article accomplishes that transfer.

The Finance Commission voted in favor of this, as it is in some sense just a "bookkeeping"” move. The

building is already owned by the Town. However, residents should be aware this is the beginning of a
process we need to go through. The Selectmen have indicated they will "button up" the building when it is
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vacated while the Town determines what to do with it. While it has historical value, the building is quite
old and would be very expensive to renovate to a point where it could be used for future Town purposes.
There are no sprinklers in the building, and the safety of occupants above the first floor is questionable.
There are initial discussions ongoing regarding an expansion of the library which is located next door.
Whether the Colburn School building can be incorporated in that expansion plan, or preserved as an
historical structure with some other use; or, as a last resort, torn down, is something we all hope can be
decided in the coming months.
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ARTICLE 15

To see if the Town will vote to accept as Town Ways the streets listed below as laid out by the Selectmen,
or take any other action thereon.

(Board of Selectmen)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
vote Indefinite Postponement.

The Finance Commission's vote of Indefinite Postponement resulted from no streets being proposed for
acceptance.

ARTICLE 16

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate and/or borrow funds to purchase the parcel with the
buildings thereon known as the Islington Community Church, 288 Washington Street, (Assessor’s Map
23 Lot 189) or take any other action thereon.

(Board of Selectmen)
The Finance Commission, by a vote of 10 in favor and 4 opposed,

Recommends: That the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Six Hundred
Thousand Dollars ($5600,000) for the purpose of purchasing the parcel with the buildings
thereon known as the Islington Community Church, 288 Washington Street, (Assessor’s
Map 23 Lot 189); and to raise this appropriation the Town Treasurer, with the approval of
the Board of Selectmen, is authorized to borrow the sum of Six Hundred Thousand Dollars
($600,000) under and pursuant to Chapter 44, Section 7(3) of the General Laws, as
amended and supplemented, or any other enabling authority, and to issue bonds or notes of
the Town therefor; and further recommends that the Board of Selectmen is authorized to
apply for and accept any State, Federal, or other grant or assistance that may be available
for such projects.

See Attached Map

The Islington Community Church, 288 Washington Street, is facing a difficult situation. Lacking a
congregation large enough to support its mission long term, they need to find an appropriate way to
dispose of their assets. At the same time, the church has been housing a preschool program, MMO
(Mother's Morning Out), for over thirty years which has proved to be a wonderful asset to many of the
Town's residents. Hoping to both see the community continue to be served by the building, and preserve
the preschool, the church has approached the Town to see if we would like to purchase it with the
understanding that we would continue to allow MMO to function (as a tenant).

The acquisition of this church property would benefit the Town in a number of ways:
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The Town would be purchasing a valuable property at a very fair price.

The Town would acquire a well-kept property with a profitable tenant.

This property could be used for Town offices and ease some crowding in the Town hall which
may avoid building a new Town hall in the future.

The property can be used as meeting space for various civic purposes (as the church has
been doing in the past).

The MMO preschool would continue to operate in the same location as a valuable service to
the Town.

The property could eventually be sold, possibly for a profit, but definitely for a very

fair price. Many companies are, and would be, interested in this prime commercial location.
Purchasing this property would allow the Town more control over its development and/or
future use.

Most on the Finance Commission felt this was a win/win proposition. It should be noted there was a
minority of the Commission who voted against this acquisition, feeling the Town already had enough

properties to manage and utilize (particularly with the uncertainties on the future of the Colburn School;
and that we might be foregoing tax revenue should the property be acquired by a commercial entity. In
addition, while the appraisal of the church came in at well over the asking price, that estimate was based

on using the building as a church. With an uncertain parking situation, the value of the building as
commercial space was, they thought, questionable.

Regardless of the final outcome of the vote on this warrant article, we are sure the whole Town will join

with the Finance Commission in thanking the members and clergy of the church for thinking of the
community in offering this to Westwood.
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ARTICLE 17

To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, and/or transfer from available
funds, and/or borrow for the purpose of providing engineering and construction of wastewater mains as
outlined in the Master Plan, or take any other action thereon.

(Sewer Commission)
The Finance Commission, by a vote of 12 in favor, 1 opposed, and 1 abstention,

Recommends: That the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Three Hundred Eighty-Two
Thousand and Fifty Dollars ($382,050) for the purpose of engineering and construction of
wastewater mains on the following streets:

Waldo Way
Pond Street

and to meet said appropriation authorize the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of
Selectmen, to borrow the sum of Three Hundred Eighty-Two Thousand and Fifty Dollars
($382,050) from time to time under and pursuant to Chapter 44, Section 7(1) of the General Laws
or any other enabling authority; and to issue bonds or notes of the Town therefor, and that the
Board of Sewer Commissioners is hereby authorized to apply for and accept any grants or loans
which may become available from the MWRA, state, or federal agencies, and to use funds received
for infiltration and inflow that may be available for the foregoing purpose.

This article requested funds be appropriated for engineering and construction of sewer mains on a
section of Pond Street, Clapboardtree Street, and Waldo Way. The Finance Commission recommends
approval of the installation of sewer service to Pond Street and Waldo Way only. The residents of Pond
Street and Waldo Way have been requesting this service for a number of years. There were no requests
from the residents of this part of Clapboardtree St. Quite the opposite was the case. There was a request
not to complete this from a Clapboardtree resident.

Also, one of the three Sewer Commissioners recommended not including Clapboardtree Street, as there
are lots that could more easily be developed if sewer service was installed. The Finance Commission felt
it prudent to hold off on the Clapboardtree part of the request for financial reasons. It was considerably
more expensive. Considering today's difficult economic times and the recent increases in residents' taxes,
the members of the Finance Commission felt this street could wait. While the costs of sewer expansion do
not affect our tax bills, they are reflected in our sewer charges.

In conclusion, the Finance Commission urges residents to vote in _favor of the article to complete service
to Pond Street and Waldo Way only.
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ARTICLE 18

To see if the Town will authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire or take by eminent domain an
easement across a privately owned parcel of land in order to provide access and egress to and from the
Islington public parking lot, or take any other action thereon.

(Board of Selectmen)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

See Map on Page 42

This article reverses an eminent domain taking and authorizes the Board of Selectmen to take a cross
easement specifically behind 291 Washington Street and the Municipal Parking Lot. It enhances public
safety and satisfies both the land owner and Town officials. The Finance Commission urges support for
this article.

ARTICLE 19

To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to Chapter 82 of the Massachusetts General Laws, to abandon a
certain portion of Canton Terrace bounded and described as follows:

A certain parcel of land situated on the northwesterly side of Canton Terrace (formerly Canton Street) in
the Town of Westwood, in the County of Norfolk, Commonwealth of Massachusetts, bounded and
described as follows:

Beginning at a point in the westerly line of Canton Terrace in the Town of Westwood, Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, marked by a granite bound with drill hole: thence Westwood, said point bearing
S39°35°10”E a distance of sixty-seven and seventeen hundredths feet (67.17) and S07°04°48”W a
distance of twenty-five and seventy hundredths feet (25.70) from a point on the sideline of the 1954 Town
Layout by the

S07°52°15”W a distance of one hundred twenty-eight and seventy-nine hundredths feet (128.79) to a
point; thence

S44°11°43”E  a distance of twenty-nine and ninety-four hundredths feet (29.94) to a point; thence

NO1°14°38”E  a distance of one hundred forty-nine and eight hundredths feet (149.08) to the point of
beginning; the previous course bounding on land of Brian T. Kelly and Ann F. Morrissey.

The above described parcel of land contains an area of 1,520 square feet, more or less, and is more
particularly shown as “Proposed Discontinuance” on a plan entitled “Plan of Land in Westwood,
Massachusetts Showing Proposed Relocation and Discontinuance of a Portion of Canton Terrace,
February 27, 2004, Scale: 17=40’, Town of Westwood DPW/Engineering. C.J. Balduf, P.L.S., P.E. Asst.
Town Engineer.” To be recorded herewith.

(Board of Selectmen)
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The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
S0 vote.

See Map on Page 43

The Finance Commission unanimously voted to approve the realignment of Canton Terrace. The
Commission felt this article will both help a resident and correct an oversight that resulted from the
realignment of the road by the county several years ago. It appears that the land should have been
abandoned when the road was originally realigned.
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ARTICLE 20

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate and/or transfer from available funds a sum of money for the
purpose of membership fees in the Norfolk County Regional Fire Rescue Dispatch Center upon the
approval of membership in said Dispatch Center by the Board of Selectmen, or take any

other action thereon.

(Board of Selectmen)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present,

Recommends: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of Thirty-Nine Thousand
Dollars ($39,000) for the purpose of membership fees in the Norfolk County Regional Fire
Rescue Dispatch Center upon the approval of membership in said Dispatch Center by the
Board of Selectmen; and to meet said appropriation, transfer the sum of Thirty-Nine
Thousand Dollars ($39,000) from ambulance receipts.

Passage of this article would allow Westwood to participate in a regional Fire Rescue Dispatch Center.
Fire Chiefs within Norfolk County have been studying the benefits of implementing a regional dispatch
center. One major benefit for regionalization of fire, ambulance, and hazardous spill response would be
to provide more efficient service to the communities. Currently there are five communities considering
this joint dispatching: Milton, Canton, Sharon, Franklin, and Westwood.

The funds appropriated in this article would cover “start-up” costs to join the dispatching center. These
costs would be covered by the recent increase in ambulance fees approved by the Board of Selectmen.

1t is recommended by the Finance Commission, as well as the Board of Selectmen and Fire Chief, to
adopt this article.

ARTICLE 21

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Westwood Zoning Bylaw, Section 2.0 DEFINITIONS by 1)
deleting the definitions of “Major Residential Development”, “Special Permit Granting Authority” and
“Wireless Communications Facility” in their entireties and 2) by adding and/or revising the following
definitions and redesignating others to maintain appropriate alphabetical order, or take any other action in
relation thereto:

Building Coverage The horizontal area measured within the outside of the exterior walls of the ground
floor for all principal and accessory buildings and structures on a lot, exclusive of cornices, eaves, gutters,
chimneys, steps, bay windows, balconies and terraces.

Building Envelope The three-dimensional space within which a building or structure is permitted to be
built on a lot and which is defined by regulations governing building setbacks, maximum height and bulk,
by other regulations and/or a combination thereof.
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Coordinated Unit An association of dwelling unit owners or a management company operating and
maintaining a residential facility as a common entity.

Driveway An open space, which may be paved, located on a lot, built for vehicular access to a garage or
off-street parking or loading space.

Family Day Care, Large A private dwelling which receives for temporary custody up to ten (10)
children, including participating children living in the residence, provided said dwelling and day care
provider have received a license from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to provide family day care as
defined in M.G.L. Chapter 28A.

Family Day Care, Small A private dwelling which receives for temporary custody up to six (6) children,
including participating children living in the residence, provided said dwelling and day care provider have
received a license from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to provide family day care as defined in
M.G.L. Chapter 28A.

Garage, Private Any building or portion of a building, located upon the same lot as a residential building
or upon a lot in the same ownership and adjacent to the lot on which the served residential building is
located, which is used for the keeping of a motor vehicle or motor vehicles and in which no business or
industry dealing with sales, servicing or repair of such vehicles is provided thereon.

Lot Line, Front Any lot line coinciding with a street line is a front lot line regardless of the orientation of
any principal or accessory building or structure on the lot.

Lot Line, Side Any lot line adjoining a front lot line is defined herein as a side lot line. In the case of a
corner lot, one side lot line shall be designated a rear yard line for purposes of determining setback
requirements. It may be any side lot line provided that a front lot line opposite it has sufficient frontage to
meet the minimum lot frontage requirements pursuant to Section 5.2, Table of Dimensional
Requirements.

Nonconforming Use A use of a building, structure or land not in conformance with one or more
provisions of this Bylaw which was lawfully in existence or was lawfully begun before the first
publication of notice of the public hearing concerning amendment of a zoning provision that would render
the use not in compliance, but not including a nonconforming use resulting from a variance or other relief
granted by the Board of Appeals or Planning Board.

Nonconforming Structure A structure not in conformance with one or more provisions of this Bylaw
which was lawfully in existence or was lawfully begun before the first publication of notice of the public
hearing concerning amendment of a zoning provision that would render the structure not in compliance,
but not including a nonconforming structure resulting from a variance or other relief granted by the Board
of Appeals or Planning Board.

Parking Garage A structure, or a portion of a structure, which use is accessory to a commercial or
industrial establishment and is primarily for the parking and storage of vehicles operated by the
customers, visitors and employees of such an establishment.

Premises A lot together with all structures, buildings and uses thereon.
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Recreational Vehicle A vehicle or vehicular attachment which is designed for sleeping or living quarters
for one or more persons, with or without utilities, flush toilets or bath facilities, is used for recreational
purposes, is not a residence and includes among other terms, a travel trailer, a pick-up camper, a tent
trailer, a boat, a boat trailer and a motor home.

Setback The minimum horizontal distance from the lot line to the nearest point of a building or structure.

Story The portion of a building which is between one floor level and the next higher floor level or the
roof. If a mezzanine floor area exceeds one-third (1/3) of the area of the floor immediately below, it shall
be deemed to be a story. A basement, as defined in the Massachusetts State Building Code, shall be
deemed to be a story when its ceiling is six (6) feet or more above the finished grade. A cellar, as defined
in the Massachusetts State Building Code, shall not be deemed to be a story. An attic shall not be deemed
to be a story if unfinished and not used for human occupancy.

Street Line A lot line between a street and a lot.

Club or Lodge, Private Buildings, structures and premises used by a nonprofit social or civic
organization, or by an organization catering exclusively to members and their guests for social, civic,
recreational or athletic purposes which are not conducted primarily for gain and provided there are no
vending stands, merchandising or commercial activities except as may be required generally for the
membership and purposes of such organization.

Commercial Recreation, Indoor A structure for recreational, social or amusement purposes, which may
include as an accessory use the consumption of food and drink, including all connected rooms or space
with a common means of egress and entrance. Commercial indoor recreation shall include the following
places of assembly: theatres, concert halls, dance halls, skating rinks, bowling alleys, health clubs, dance
studios or other commercial recreational centers conducted for or not for profit.

Inoperable Vehicle Any vehicle lacking a valid registration or inspection decal or which is, and for the
immediately preceding thirty-one (31) days, has been wholly or partially dismantled, whether or not it has
said registration or inspection decal.

(Planning Board)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

The lack of definitions in the Zoning Bylaw was one of the most significant shortcomings. Last year over
60 new definitions were added and this year 20 additional definitions are being added or revised to
ensure that all terms used throughout the Bylaw are adequately defined in order to lessen confusion and
the susceptibility to a legal challenge.

ARTICLE 22

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Westwood Zoning Bylaw by deleting Section 3. TYPES OF
DISTRICTS; Section 4. LOCATION OF DISTRICTS; and Section 19. DISTRICT BOUNDARIES in
their entireties and substitute the following therefor or take any other action in relation thereto:

46




SECTION 3.0 DISTRICTS

3.1

3.1.1

3.2

3.2.1

322

323

324

ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS

For the purpose of this Bylaw, the Town of Westwood is hereby divided into the following types
of districts:

Residential Districts:

Single Residence A District (SRA)
Single Residence B District (SRB)
Single Residence C District (SRC)
Single Residence D District (SRD)
Single Residence E District (SRE)
Special Residence District (SR)
General Residence District (GR)

Nonresidential Districts:

Local Business District A (LBA)

Local Business District B (LBB)
Administrative-Research-Office District (ARO)
Highway Business District (HB)

Industrial District (1)

Overlay Districts:

Adult Uses Overlay District (AUOD)

Flood Area Overlay District (FAOD)

Water Resource Protection Overlay District (WRPOD)
Wireless Communications Overlay District (WCOD)

PURPOSES OF NONRESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS

Local Business. LBA and LBB Districts are intended as locations for businesses to serve the
Town or nearby residential neighborhoods with convenience goods and services, managed so as
to reflect proximity to residential environs.

Administrative-Research-Office. ARO Districts are intended as locations for businesses
engaged in administrative, research and office activities or other uses which may have unusual
requirements for space, light and air and which are clean and quiet and not detrimental to the
residential use of adjacent property.

Highway Business. HB Districts are intended as locations for businesses to serve a larger market
area from locations which abut or have access to major highways.

Industrial. I Districts are intended as locations for businesses engaged in office, manufacturing

and distribution activities, with direct on-premises service to the general public only as a
secondary intent.
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33

34

34.1

342

343

344

3.4.5

35

LOCATION OF DISTRICTS

All districts referred to in this Section are located as shown on a map (the “Zoning Map”) filed
with the Town Clerk, entitled “Town of Westwood, Massachusetts Zoning Map ”, dated June 1,
2004, and said Map, together with all explanatory matter thereon, shall be deemed to be part of
this Zoning Bylaw.

DISTRICT BOUNDARIES

The location of the boundary lines between the zoning districts shown on the Zoning Map shall
be determined as follows:

Where a boundary is shown approximately on the location of a property or lot line and the exact
location of said property or lot line is not indicated by means of a figure or otherwise, then the
property or lot line shall constitute the district boundary line.

Where a boundary is shown upon a street, railroad or utility transmission line, the boundary shall
be the center line thereof, unless otherwise indicated.

Where a boundary is shown outside a street, railroad or utility transmission line approximately
parallel thereto, it shall be taken as parallel to the center line thereof.

In any case not covered by the other provisions of this Section, the location of a district boundary
shall be determined by the distance in feet, if given, from other lines or points shown on the
Zoning Map or, if distances are not given, by the scale of the Map.

Wherever any uncertainty exists as to the exact location of a district boundary line, the location of
such line shall be determined by the Building Inspector.

LOTS IN TWO DISTRICTS

Where a district boundary line divides a lot laid out and duly recorded prior to the effective date
of the establishment of such boundary, the regulations applying to the less restricted district may
be considered as exceeding not more than fifty (50) feet into the portion of the lot in the more
restricted district, but only if the lot has frontage on a street in the less restricted district.

(Planning Board)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

This article consolidates three existing sections into one section with some minor administrative changes.

ARTICLE 23
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To see if the Town will vote to amend the Westwood Zoning Bylaw by deleting Section 9A. ADULT
USES DISTRICT; Section 12A. FLOOD AREA PROVISIONS; Section 12B. WATER RESOURCE
PROTECTION DISTRICT; and Section 9B. WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS DISTRICT in their

entireties and substitute the following therefor, or take any other action in relation thereto:

SECTION 9.0 OVERLAY DISTRICTS

9.1

9.1.1

ADULT USES OVERLAY DISTRICT (AUOD)

Purpose. It has been documented in numerous other towns and cities throughout the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and elsewhere in the United States that adult entertainment uses
are distinguishable from other business uses and that the location of adult entertainment uses
degrade the quality of life in the areas of the community where they are located, with impacts
including increased levels of crime, blight and late hours of operation resulting in noise and
traffic late into the night. Therefore this Bylaw is enacted pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 40A,
Section 9 and Section 9A to serve compelling Town interests by regulating and limiting the
location of adult entertainment enterprises as defined herein. The regulation of the Adult Uses
Overlay District (AUOD) is to provide detailed review of the location, design and operation of
Adult Uses to minimize any adverse impacts on the character of the Town and nearby properties
and preserve the quality of its neighborhoods, commercial district and the quality of life through
effective land use planning.

Location. The AUOD is herein established as an overlay district. The AUOD shall include the
area as shown on the Zoning Map, located east of University Avenue, between Yale Street and
Rosemont Road. The AUOD is located on the following parcels as shown on the Westwood
Board of Assessors Map 38, Lots 3, 4, 5, 9 and 14, as of May 5, 1997.

Permitted Uses. Except as otherwise provided herein and subject to the provisions of this Bylaw
applicable to the underlying district, land and buildings in the AUOD may be used for any
purpose permitted as of right or by special permit in the underlying district.

Special Permit Uses. Adult Uses may be authorized in the AUOD by special permit from the
Board of Appeals subject to the following requirements and conditions:

9.14.1 Except as permitted herein, Adult Uses may not be located within five hundred
(500) feet of any Single, General or Special Residence District, except as
separated by a limited access highway, which is part of the interstate highway
system, or an active railroad right-of-way with no at-grade vehicular crossing
accessing said Districts or within five hundred (500) feet of any church, school,
park, playfield or any establishment licensed under the provisions of M.G.L.
Chapter 138, Section 12, or any establishment with a common victualler license
that allows consumption of alcoholic beverages on its premises. The distances
specified above shall be measured by the minimum horizontal distance from the
lot line of the premises of any of the uses and/or zoning districts set forth herein
to the lot line of the premises of the Adult Use.

9.14.2 Appearance of buildings for Adult Uses shall be consistent with the appearance
of buildings in similar (but not specifically ‘adult’) use in the Town, not
employing unusual color or building design which would attract attention to the
premises.
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9.2

9.2.1

922

923

9.2.4

9.143 Special permits shall be granted for Adult Uses only upon determination by the
Board of Appeals that the location and design of the facility is in harmony with
its surroundings, and that adequate safeguards exist through licensing or other
means to assure on a continuing basis that activities therein will not be patently
contrary to prevailing standards of adults in the community and will not involve
minors in any way.

9.14.4 A special permit granted for an Adult Use shall be subject to annual renewal.
FLOOD AREA OVERLAY DISTRICT (FAOD)

Purpose. The purpose of the Flood Area Overlay District (FAOD) is to reduce flood losses, to
preserve and maintain the ground water table, to protect the public health and safety of persons
and property against hazards of flood water inundation and to limit and control the development
of flood prone areas.

Location. The FAOD is herein established as an overlay district. The FAOD shall include all
Special Flood Hazard Areas, designated as Zone AE as set forth on the Flood Insurance Rate
Map, effective as of June 17, 2002, on file with the Town Clerk, Planning Board, Board of Health
and Building Inspector. Said Map, together with the index and all explanatory matters thereon,
shall be deemed to be part of this Bylaw. The 100-year flood level is indicated on said Index and
Map as a Base Flood (100-year) Elevation Line.

Permitted Uses. Except as otherwise provided herein and subject to the provisions of this Bylaw
applicable to the underlying district, land and buildings in the FAOD may be used for any
purpose permitted as of right or by special permit in the underlying district.

Construction Standards. The following construction standards shall apply within the FAOD:

9.2.4.1 New construction or substantial improvement of residential structures within a
Special Flood Hazard Area shall have the lowest floor (including basement)
elevated to or above the 100-year flood level as shown on the Flood Insurance
Rate Map. Nonresidential structures within Special Flood Hazard Areas shall
either be similarly elevated or, together with attendant utility and sanitary
facilities, be watertight floodproofed to or above the 100-year flood level.
Substantial improvement shall include any repair, construction or alteration
costing fifty percent (50%) or more of the actual cash value of the structure
before improvement or, if damaged, before damage occurred.

9.2.4.2 Where watertight floodproofing of a structure is permitted, a Registered
Professional Engineer or Registered Professional Architect shall certify to the
Building Inspector that the methods used are adequate to withstand the flood
depths, pressures and velocities, impact and uplift forces and other factors
associated with the 100-year flood level. In all events, construction shall
conform with the minimum standards of the Massachusetts State Building Code.
The Building Inspector shall obtain and maintain records of elevation and
floodproofing for new construction or substantial improvements to existing sites
and these certificates shall be maintained for a permanent record by the Building
Inspector.
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9.2.5

9.3

9.3.1

932

933

9.3.4

Exemption by Special Permit. The Board of Appeals may by special permit exempt from the
requirements of this Section any structures within the FAOD which would be functionally
impaired by such measures, which would require waterside location and which are not used for
sustained human occupancy; provided that the Board of Appeals finds that such structures do not
substantially derogate from the purposes herein.

9.2.5.1 No special permit for any use, including land fill, shall be granted by the Board
of Appeals in the FAOD unless the Board finds that the proposed use, when
combined with all other uses and anticipated uses, will not increase the water
surface elevation of the 100-year flood level more than one (1) foot at any point.

WATER RESOURCE PROTECTION OVERLAY DISTRICT (WRPOD)

Purpose. The purpose of the Water Resource Protection Overlay District (WRPOD) is to protect,
preserve and maintain the existing and potential groundwater supply and groundwater recharge
areas within the known aquifers of the Town and to protect public health by preventing excessive
degradation of the Town’s water resources.

Location. The WRPOD is herein established as an overlay district. The WRPOD shall include
the areas as shown on the Zoning Map, around White Lodge Wells 1, 2, 3 and 4; Rockmeadow
Well; and Buckmaster Pond.

Definition. For purposes of this Section, ‘dispose’ shall be construed consistently with ‘disposal’
as that term is defined in 310 CMR 30.010; that is, to be on-site disposal, whether planned or
accidental, but not such things as are transported from the site subject to Department of
Environmental Protection-approved manifests.

Permitted Uses. Except as otherwise provided herein and subject to the provisions of this Bylaw
applicable to the underlying district, land and buildings in the WRPOD may be used for any
purpose permitted as of right or by special permit in the underlying district; provided that
application for a building or occupancy permit for a nonresidential use within the WRPOD must
include documentation that the proposal has been reviewed for compliance with water resource
protection requirements set forth herein, and must include documented assurance that there will
be compliance with any conditions to agency approvals. The following uses shall be deemed to
be permitted in the WRPOD provided that they meet the hazardous material storage requirements
set forth in Subsection 9.3.7.5 herein and may also be subject to regulations as may otherwise be
provided herein:

9.34.1 Any use of land or buildings which involves the generation, treatment, storage,
disposal or other handling of toxic or hazardous materials or wastes, but only in
quantities associated with normal household use and only if otherwise allowable
at that location;

9.3.4.2 Storage of liquid petroleum products of any kind, but only if incidental to the
following:
93421 normal household use, ordinary maintenance, the heating of a

structure and de minimis accessory uses;
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935

9343

93422 waste oil retention facilities required by M.G.L. Chapter 21,
Section 52A;

93423 treatment works approved under 314 CMR 5.00 for the treatment
of contaminated ground or surface waters;

Facilities that generate, treat, store or dispose of hazardous waste which is subject
to M.G.L. Chapter 21C and 310 CMR 30.00, but only for the following:

9.34.3.1 very small quantity generators as defined under 310 CMR 30.00;

93432 waste oil retention facilities required by M.G.L. Chapter 21,
Section 52A;

9.34.3.3 treatment works approved under 314 CMR 5.00 for the treatment

of contaminated ground or surface waters.

Special Permit Uses. The following uses may be authorized in the WRPOD by special permit
from the Board of Appeals and may also be subject to regulations as may otherwise be provided

herein:

9.3.5.1

9352

9353

9354

9355

Any use of land or buildings which involves the generation, treatment, storage,
disposal or other handling of toxic or hazardous materials or wastes in quantities
greater than those associated with normal household use and only if otherwise
allowable at that location. The storage of hazardous materials shall meet the
requirements of Subsection 9.3.7.5 and such storage and transfer safety
requirements as the Board of Appeals may require.

Storage of liquid petroleum products of any kind for the sole use for emergency
or back-up generators only for business, professional or other office uses where
the Board of Appeals determines that such generator is required by statute, rule,
regulation or operational necessity and where the Board of Appeals determines
that the use of alternative fuels such as propane or natural gas is not feasible for
the demonstrated need. The storage of liquid petroleum shall meet the hazardous
materials storage requirements set forth in Subsection 9.3.7.5 herein and such
storage and transfer safety requirements as the Board of Appeals may require.

Storage of commercial fertilizers and soil conditioners, as defined in M.G.L.
Chapter 128, Section 64, but only in a structure with an impermeable cover and
liner which the Board of Appeals finds is so designed to prevent the generation of
contaminated run-off or leachate.

Stockpiling of animal manures, but only in a structure with an impermeable
cover and liner which the Board of Appeals finds is so designed to prevent the
generation of contaminated run-off or leachate.

New buildings or structures, parking areas, disposal facilities, point source
discharges, or additions to any of those, which are located within four hundred
(400) feet of a public water supply well, or change in use within existing
buildings or structures to a use prohibited or requiring a special permit hereunder,
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unless the portion of such development lying within four hundred (400) feet of a
public water supply well is essential to the provision of public water supply, but
only upon determination by the Board of Appeals that denial of such
development would result in a substantial economic loss for the property
involved, and that any threat from proposed development to the integrity of water
quality has been minimized.

9.3.6 Prohibited Uses. The following uses are prohibited in the WRPOD:

9.3.7

9.3.6.1
9.3.6.2

9.3.6.3

9.3.64

9.3.6.5

9.3.6.6

Requirements.

9.3.7.1

9.3.7.2

9.3.7.3

Landfills and open dumps, as defined in 310 CMR 19.006;
Landfilling of sludge and septage;

Automobile graveyards and junkyards, as defined in M.G.L. Chapter 140B,
Section 1;

Storage of sodium chloride, calcium chloride, chemically treated abrasives or
other chemicals used for the removal of snow or ice on roadways;

Stockpiling and disposal of snow and ice containing sodium chloride, calcium
chloride, chemically treated abrasives or other chemicals used for the removal of
snow or ice which has been removed from roadways located outside of the
WRPOD; and

Removal of soil except for excavations for the construction of building
foundations, roadway construction or the installation of utility works, the
removal of soil, loam, sand, gravel or any other mineral substances within four
(4) feet of the historical high water level, as determined by the Board of Health,
unless the substances removed are deposited on site to achieve a final grading
greater than four (4) feet above the historical high water mark within forty-five
(45) days of removal.

The following requirements shall apply in the WRPOD:

Minimum Lot Area. The minimum lot area shall be as required in the
underlying zoning district.

Drainage. All drainage shall meet the stormwater management standards
adopted and as amended from time to time by the Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection. The WRPOD is a “critical area” under these
standards.

Vegetation. No less than twenty percent (20%) of that portion of the lot area
situated within a WRPOD shall be maintained as a vegetation area. If
impervious materials cover more than fifteen percent (15%) of that portion of the
lot area situated within a WRPOD, all storm drainage shall be recharged on-site.
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9.3.8

93.74

9.3.7.5

9.3.7.6

Split Lots. Where the premises are partially outside of the WRPOD, site design
shall to the degree feasible locate potential pollution sources such as on-site
disposal systems outside of the WRPOD.

Storage of Hazardous Materials. Liquid hazardous materials, as defined in
M.G.L. Chapter 21E, and also as required herein, shall be stored in the WRPOD
only if stored above ground level and on an impervious surface and either in 1) a
container or above ground tank within a building, or 2) outdoors in a covered
container or above ground tank. All such containers and tanks shall be located in
an area that has a containment system designed and operated to hold either ten
percent (10%) of the total possible storage capacity of all containers, or one
hundred ten percent (110%) of the largest container’s storage capacity,
whichever is greater. These storage requirements shall not apply to storage of
products used for normal household use in quantities associated with normal
household use. These storage requirements shall not apply to the replacement of
existing tanks or systems for the dispensing or storing of gasoline provided the
replacement is performed in a manner consistent with state and local
requirements.

Public Sewer. All uses requiring wastewater disposal shall be connected to a
public sewerage system if available, and if such system is not available, any on-
site disposal system shall be subject to the limitations of 310 CMR 22.21(2)(a) 5
and 6.

Application. Application for a special permit in a WRPOD shall include the following:

9.3.8.1

9.3.8.2

9.3.8.3

93.84

The written opinion of a Registered Professional Engineer, addressed to the
Board of Appeals, as to the impact of the proposed use upon the existing and
potential groundwater supply and groundwater recharge areas within the known
aquifers of the Town. This opinion shall bear the stamp and signature of the
Professional Registered Engineer responsible for its preparation;

Complete listing of toxic or hazardous materials which are to be:

9.3.8.2.1 stored, manufactured or used on or transported over any land in
the WRPOD in such a quantity that the use, spilling or discharge
thereof might cause a danger to public health or safety; and/or

9.3.8.2.2 contained in industrial wastewater or sewage generation in
excess of six (6) gallons per day per one thousand (1,000) square
feet of lot area or fifteen thousand (15,000) gallons per day total.
Such listing shall be accompanied by a description of measures
to prevent vandalism, spills, corrosion and leakage and by a spill
control plan;

Description of any hazardous or toxic waste to be generated;
Such further description of the proposed use and its operation as necessary to

demonstrate that the use is not prohibited by this Section and will be in
compliance with each of the requirements set forth herein;
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9.3.9

9.3.10

9.3.11

9.3.12

9.3.8.5 Evidence of conformity with applicable requirements of the Massachusetts
Department of Environmental Protection and of Town Bylaws and regulations,
such as Article 17, the Hazardous Materials Bylaw;

9.3.8.6 Locus plan at an appropriate scale showing the boundaries of the property subject
to the application in relation to the WRPOD boundaries; and

9.3.8.7 Site plan, if required by the Board of Appeals.

Referral of Application to Other Boards. Within ten (10) days after receipt of the WRPOD
special permit application, the Board of Appeals shall forward a copy thereof to the Building
Inspector, Dedham-Westwood Water District, Planning Board, Conservation Commission, Board
of Health and Fire Chief which may, at their discretion, conduct such investigations as they deem
to be appropriate and report in writing their recommendations to the Board of Appeals. The
Board of Appeals shall not take final action on such application until it has received a report
thereon from said review agencies or until thirty-five (35) days has elapsed after receipt of such
application without submission of a report. If such report is not received by the Board of Appeals
within said thirty-five (35) days, it shall be deemed lack of objection to the issuance of the special
permit.

Review Meetings. The Applicant or any one of the review agencies may request that the
Building Inspector schedule a meeting of said review agencies to perform a preliminary staff
review of the proposed application in an effort to identify relevant issues and the regulatory
framework applicable to the proposed project during the review period. Any information
exchanged as part of this meeting shall be considered as advisory and shall not be binding on the
part of the Applicant or Board of Appeals.

Decision. A special permit required pursuant to this Section shall be granted by the Board of
Appeals only upon its written determination of the following:

9.3.11.1 the application materials are sufficiently detailed, definite and credible to support
positive findings relative to the standards of the Bylaw;

9.3.11.2 the proposed use meets the standards of this Section;

9.3.11.3 neither during construction nor thereafter will the use have material adverse
impact upon the existing or potential quality or quantity of the existing and
potential groundwater supply and groundwater recharge areas in the WRPOD;
and

93.11.4 proposed control and response measures adequately and reliably mitigate risks to
groundwater quality resulting from accident or system failure.

Reimbursement for Consultants. It is contemplated that in some cases it will be necessary for
the Board of Appeals to hire consultants in connection with the review and evaluation of
applications for special permits under this Section. The Board of Appeals will be reimbursed by
the Applicant for the reasonable fees and expenses of such consultants, and each application for a
special permit hereunder shall contain an agreement by the Applicant to that effect.
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9.4

94.1

94.2

9.4.3

WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS OVERLAY DISTRICT (WCOD)

Purpose. The purpose of the Wireless Communications Overlay District (WCOD) is to permit
and regulate the use of wireless communications facilities within the Town and to encourage their
location and use in a manner which minimizes negative visual and environmental impacts. It is
intended that this Section be in compliance with the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996.
This Section does not apply to the construction or use of an antenna structure by a federally
licensed amateur radio operator, as exempted by M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 3.

Location. The WCOD is herein established as an overlay district. The WCOD shall comprise all
land within the following zoning districts:

Administrative-Research-Office (ARO)
Highway Business (HB)
Industrial (I)

and also the following parcels as shown on the Westwood Board of Assessors’ Map, as of
January 1, 1998:

Parcel 4-001 (Boston Edison easement within Hale Reservation)
Parcel 9-065 (Dedham-Westwood Water District water towers)
Parcel 14-046 (High Street Fire Station)

Parcel 14-071 (Town Hall)

Parcel 14-072 (Police Station)

Parcel 14-079 (Colburn School)

Parcel 14-094 (Deerfield School)

Parcel 14-096 (St. Johns Episcopal Church)

Parcel 14-140 (First Baptist Church)

Parcel 16-005 (Hanlon School)

Parcel 16-250 (First Evangelical Free Church)

Parcel 16-238 (St. Denis Church)

Parcel 21-044 (St. Margaret Mary Church)

Parcel 21-047 (Thurston Middle School)

Parcel 21-048 (Westwood High School)

Parcel 21-050 (First Parish of Westwood United Church)
Parcel 21-064 (First Parish of Westwood United Church)
Parcel 23-215 (Islington Fire Station)

Parcel 23-189 (Islington Community Church)

Parcel 24-135 (Downey School)

Parcel 28-077 (Sheehan School)

Parcel 28-329 (Temple Beth David)

Parcel 35-089 (Martha Jones School)

Grove Street, from the intersection of Grove Street and Country Club Road to Route 128

Definition. Wireless communications facility consists of towers, antennae, receiving or
transmitting equipment of any kind, and any other equipment or structure, including access ways
or landscaping, used to support wireless communications activities such as cellular telephone
service, personal communications service (PCS), enhanced specialized mobile radio service,
paging and any other functionally equivalent service.
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94.4

9.4.5

9.4.6

9.4.3.1

9432

Minor wireless communication facility has all operating components located
within an existing building or structure and is not visible from the exterior or, if
located on the outside of an existing building or structure, telecommunications
tower or pole, utility tower or pole, water tower or related facility, is no more
than ten (10) feet in height.

Major wireless communications facility is one not meeting the limitations
specified for a Minor wireless communications facility.

Permitted Uses. Except as otherwise provided herein and subject to the provisions of this Bylaw
applicable to the underlying district, land and buildings in the WCOD may be used for any
purpose permitted as of right or by special permit in the underlying district. Wireless
communication facilities, whether Major or Minor, shall not be permitted outside the boundaries

of the WCOD.

Permits Required.

9.4.5.1

94.5.2

9453

Minor wireless communications facilities to be located entirely within the interior
of an existing building or structure, not visible from the exterior, and not
involving a change to the exterior size or appearance of the building or structure,
shall be a permitted use in the WCOD provided that the wireless communications
facility receives a building permit from the Building Inspector.

Minor wireless communications facilities to be located on the exterior of an
existing building or structure, such as a communications tower or pole, utility
transmission tower or pole, water tower or related facility, shall be a permitted
use in the WCOD provided that the wireless communications facility is no more
than ten (10) feet in height, adds no more than ten (10) feet in height to the
building or structure, and receives approval pursuant to Section 7.3,
Environmental Impact and Design Review Approval.

Major wireless communications facilities in the WCOD shall require a special
permit from the Planning Board in compliance with the provisions pursuant to
this Section.

Application. Application for a permit in a WCOD shall include the following, except to the
extent waived by the Planning Board:

9.4.6.1

9.4.6.2

Locus map at a scale of 1”:200” which shall show all streets, landscape features,
dwellings units and all other structures within five hundred (500) feet of the
proposed wireless communications facility.

Site plan prepared by a Registered Professional Engineer at a scale of 1:40°
which shall show the following information:

9.4.6.2.1 Location, size and height of the wireless communications
facility, including the location, size and height of all accessory

structures and equipment;

9.4.6.2.2 Property boundaries of the site;
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9.4.6.3

9.4.6.4

9.4.6.5

9.4.6.6

9.4.6.7

9.4.6.8

9.4.6.9

9.4.6.10

9.4.6.2.3 Topographical site information, including existing and proposed

elevations;
9.4.6.24 Fencing, landscaping, lighting and signage;
9.4.6.2.5 Areas to be cleared of vegetation and trees;
9.4.6.2.6 Location and identification of all existing buildings, structures

and uses of land located on the site; and

9.4.6.2.7 Location and identification of all existing buildings, structures
and uses of land located within five hundred (500) feet of the
property boundaries of the site.

Profile or elevation drawings to illustrate the view lines from the wireless
communication facility to all nearby residences and public areas.

Color photograph or computerized rendition of the wireless communication
facility and its components and accessory structures. For a Major wireless
communication facility, a rendition shall also be prepared to illustrate the view
lines from all neighboring streets.

Description of the wireless communications facility and the technical, economic
and other reasons for the proposed location, height and design.

Visual representation of the area of solid Radiofrequency Radiation (RFR)
coverage and the area of marginal RFR coverage of the wireless communications
facility.

Confirmation that the wireless communication facility complies with all
applicable federal and state standards, regulations, statutes and other
requirements. This shall include, if applicable, a written statement that the
wireless communications facility is in compliance with, or is exempt from,
applicable regulations administered by the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA), Federal Communications Commission (FCC), Massachusetts Aeronautics
Commission and the Massachusetts Department of Public Health.

For a Major wireless communications facility, a description of its capacity,
including the number and type of panels, antennae and/or transmitter receivers
that it can accommodate and the basis for these calculations.

Documentation that the Applicant has the legal right to install and use the
wireless communications facility.

After the submittal of an application, the Planning Board may require that the
Applicant perform a “balloon test” or other test in the field sufficient to illustrate
the proposed height and location of the wireless communications facility in
relation to the surrounding area.
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9.4.7

Development Standards.

94.7.1

94.7.2

94.7.3

9.4.7.4

9.4.7.5

9.4.7.6

9.4.7.7

9.4.7.8

9.4.7.9

An Applicant proposing a wireless communications facility must demonstrate to
the satisfaction of the Planning Board that the visual and aesthetic impacts of the
wireless communication facility on nearby properties will be minimal. The
Applicant must also demonstrate that the facility must be located at the proposed
site due to technical, topographical or other unique circumstances.

To the extent possible, wireless communications facilities shall be located on
existing buildings or structures, including, but not limited to, buildings,
telecommunications facilities, utility transmission towers, fire towers, water
towers and related facilities, provided that such installation preserves the
character and integrity of these structures. The Applicant shall have the burden
of documenting that there are no feasible existing structures upon which to
locate.

Co-location of wireless communications facilities is encouraged. The Applicant
shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Planning Board that a good faith effort
has been made to co-locate on an existing structure or on an existing Major or
Minor wireless communications facility.

Major wireless communication facilities shall be designed and constructed to
accommodate the maximum number of wireless communication uses
technologically practical.

All antennae shall be single unit cross-polar antennae.

The highest point of an antennae support structure or any component thereof or
attachment thereto shall not exceed one hundred (100) feet above ground level.
Antennae support structures shall be buildings, wooden poles or guyed lattice
towers, or where appropriate to the surrounding area, monopoles disguised as
flag poles or trees. The sides of any Major wireless communications facility
shall be no more than three (3) feet at their widest point.

Wireless communications facilities shall not be lighted unless required by the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), or unless after consultation with the
Police and Fire Chiefs, the Planning Board requires such lighting for public
safety reasons.

Signs posted for advertisement or any other reasons shall not be allowed on or in
the vicinity of a Major wireless communication facility, with the exception of
one (1) sign not exceeding four (4) square feet in area at the facility which shall
display the name and telephone number of the person and company responsible
for the maintenance of the facility. The signage shall also display a ‘No
Trespassing’ warning.

Fencing shall be provided to control access to the base of a Major wireless

communications facility. The fencing shall be compatible with the scenic
character of the Town and shall not consist of barbed wire or razor wire.
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9.4.8 Discontinuance of Use. A wireless communications facility, and all accessory equipment, shall
be removed within six (6) months of abandonment or discontinuation of use. As a condition of
any special permit for the placement, construction or modification of a Major wireless
communications facility, the Applicant shall provide a bond, in a form acceptable to the Town, or
shall place into escrow a sum of money sufficient to cover the costs of removing the facility from
the subject property and said funds shall be held by an independent escrow agent to be appointed
by the Applicant and the Planning Board. The amount of the surety shall be certified by a
Registered Professional Engineer or Registered Professional Architect. The Applicant shall
authorize and, as necessary, shall provide the authorization of the owner of the property to allow
the Town or the escrow agent to enter upon the subject property to remove the facility when the
facility has been abandoned or discontinued.

9.4.9 Time Limitation. A special permit issued for a Major wireless communications facility over
fifty (50) feet in height shall be valid for a period of five (5) years. At the end of this time period,
the Major wireless communications facility shall be removed by the Applicant unless the
Applicant receives approval from the Planning Board to renew the special permit for an
additional five (5) years.

(Planning Board)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

This article consolidates the existing overlay districts into one section in order to achieve consistency and
to make the information more user friendly.

A permitting change is being proposed within the Wireless Communications Overlay District. The
existing Bylaw requires a special permit from both the Planning Board and the Board of Appeals. This
article will eliminate the Board of Appeals as the Special Permit Granting Authority for this section since
the dual permit requirement may not be allowed under current law.

ARTICLE 24

To see if the Town will vote to delete amend the Westwood Zoning Bylaw by deleting Section 13.
HEIGHT REGULATIONS; Section 14. LOT SIZE REGULATIONS (a) through (f); Section 15. LOT
COVERAGE, CORNER CLEARANCE AND ROAD PLACEMENT; and Section 16. SETBACK AND
YARD REQUIREMENTS in their entireties and substitute the following therefor, or take any other
action in relation thereto:

SECTION 5.0 DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS

5.1 GENERAL
In all Districts, no building or structure, except a one-story accessory building or structure of
accessory use, shall be constructed on a lot unless said building or structure and lot are in

conformance with the “Dimensional Requirements” specified in the table of Dimensional
Requirements set forth herein for the district in which said building or structure and lot are
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located and no more than one building or structure constructed as a dwelling, or so used, shall be
located on each such lot except as may otherwise be provided herein. In all Districts, no building
or structure (except for a flag, utility or light pole) or swimming pool shall be constructed so as to
be nearer to the street line or nearer to the side lines or rear line of its lot unless its location is in
conformance with said Table. Nothing herein shall prevent the projection of eaves, chimneys or
cornices not exceeding eighteen (18) inches in width, or of uncovered steps, window sills or belt
courses into any minimum setback distances or other open space.
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5.2

5.2.1
522
523
524
525
5.2.6
5.2.7
5.2.8
529
5.2.10
5.2.11
5.2.12

TABLE OF DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS'

DISTRICTS

SRA
SRB
SRC
SRD
SRE
GR

SR

LBA
LBB
HB

ARO

Minimum
Lot Area
(sq ft)
12,000
20,000
40,000
15,000
80,000
12,000
80,000
4,000
4,000
10,000
40,000
80,000

Minimum
Lot Frontage
(feet)
90
90
125
90
175
90
175
40
40
100
200
175

Minimum
Lot Width
(feet)
90
90
125
90
175
90
175
40
40
100
200
175

DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS

Minimum
Nonwetland
Area?

(sq ft)
12,000
15,000
30,000
12,000
60,000
12,000
60,000
4,000
4,000
10,000
12,000
60,000
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MinimumF
ront
Setback®
(feet)

25
25
40
25
40
25
40
40
25
50
50
50

Minimum
Side Yard
Setback®

(feet)
15°
15°
207
15°
207
15°
207
15°
15°
15
1510
3012

Minimum
Rear Yard
Setback*
(feet)

30°

30°

30°

30°

30°

30°

30®

15

15

15

30

Maximum
Building
Coverage
(%)

25

25

25

25

25

25

25

25

25

50

50

30

Maximum
Impervious
Surface
(%)

50

50

50

50

50

50

50

80

80

80

80

50



5.3

NOTES FOR TABLE OF DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS
Shall not apply to sewage pumping stations operated by the Town.

The term “Nonwetland Area” shall mean land other than the fresh water wetland as that term is
defined in M.G.L. Chapter 131, Section 40. The Minimum Nonwetland Area shall be measured
in contiguous square feet. The Minimum Nonwetland Area requirement of 12,000 square feet in
all Residential Districts shall apply to all lots created prior to the date of adoption of this
provision. M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 6 may also limit the requirements for certain other lots.

The minimum front setback distance shall be measured from the nearest street line; provided,
however, that where the street has a right-of-way width of less than forty (40) feet, the setback
distance shall be measured from a line on the lot twenty (20) feet from and parallel to the center
line of said street.

The minimum side yard and rear yard setbacks shall be the minimum horizontal distance from the
lot line to the nearest point of a building or structure.

Except that a portion of any building or structure not exceeding fifteen (15) feet in height shall
extend no closer than ten (10) feet of the side lines of its lot, and an accessory building or
structure having a height of less than fifteen (15) feet and a setback of at least seventy-five (75)
feet shall be no closer than three (3) feet of the side lines of its lot.

Except that an accessory building or structure having a height of less than fifteen (15) feet shall
be no closer than three (3) feet of the rear line of its lot.

Except that a portion of any building or structure not exceeding fifteen (15) feet in height shall
extend no closer than fifteen (15) feet of the side lines of its lot, and any accessory building or
structure having a height of less than fifteen (15) feet and a setback of at least one hundred (100)
feet shall be no closer than six (6) feet of the side lines of its lot.

Except that an accessory building or structure having a height of less than fifteen (15) feet shall
be no closer than six (6) feet of the rear line of its lot.

Unless the wall facing a side lot line is either a party wall or, if adjoining another lot in the same
district, a wall with its outer face coincident with such line. The space between buildings or
structures, if any, shall not be reduced to less than fifteen (15) feet.

Except that if the side yard abuts a railroad right-of-way, there shall be no minimum side yard
setback.

Except that if the rear yard abuts a railroad right-of-way, there shall be no minimum rear yard
setback.

Each side yard setback shall be increased by one (1) foot for each foot that the height of the

building exceeds fifteen (15) feet; provided always that the side yards shall total not less than
forty (40) percent of the lot width.
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5.4 HEIGHT REGULATIONS

5.4.1 Building/Structure Heights. In all Districts, no building or structure shall be constructed so as
to exceed in height the “Maximum Height” specified in the following table for the district in

which said building is located.

DISTRICT

54.1.1 Single Residence,
General Residence

54.1.2 Local Business A and B

54.1.3 Industrial

54.1.4 Highway Business,
Administrative-Research-
Office (except Residential
Retirement Community)

MAXIMUM HEIGHT

Twenty-five (25) feet plus one (1) foot for each
additional foot by which: (i) the setback exceeds
the minimum front setback distance, or (ii) the
narrower side yard exceeds the minimum side yard
setback distance, or (iii) the rear yard exceeds the
minimum rear yard setback distance, whichever of
the three additional distances is the smallest;
provided, however, the height shall not in any case
exceed thirty-five (35) feet.

Thirty-six (36) feet.

Forty-two (42) feet and a maximum of three (3)
stories unless a special permit authorizing a greater
height is granted by the Planning Board; provided,
however, that no more than sixty percent (60%) of
the building footprint shall be built upon to a height
in excess of four (4) stories and in no event shall
any building or other structure exceeding sixty-five
(65) feet in height be authorized. Building
footprints shall be measured at the building
foundation, but shall exclude covered walkways
connecting adjacent buildings. In determining
whether to grant such a special permit, the Planning
Board shall evaluate the proposed building or other
structure in terms of the standards set forth in the
decision criteria for a Major Business Development
in Section 7.2 of this Bylaw. Any additional height
which is allowed in an Industrial District by special
permit shall be designed to relate harmoniously to
the terrain and to the use, scale and architecture of
existing buildings and to mitigate the visual impacts
on surrounding non-industrial uses. The project
proposal shall incorporate aesthetically-conscious
design which promotes environmentally compatible
uses, pervious surfaces and landscaped areas in
exchange for the additional building height.

Thirty-nine (39) feet unless a special permit
authorizing a greater height is granted by the Board
of Appeals; provided, however, that in no event
shall any building or other structure exceeding
forty-five (45) feet in height be authorized. In
determining whether to grant such a special permit,
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54.2

5.5

5.5.1

5.5.2

553

554

555

the Board of Appeals shall evaluate the proposed
building or other structure in terms of the standards
set forth in the decision criteria for a Major Business
Development in Section 7.2 of this Bylaw.

Height Determination and Exceptions. In all Districts, the height of a building or structure
shall be measured as set forth in the Massachusetts State Building Code, except that in
Residential Districts, the height of a building or other structure shall be measured from the
highest finished ground elevation adjoining the structure at the exterior walls. The limitations of
height shall not apply to chimneys, ventilators, skylights, tanks, bulkheads, penthouses, amateur
radio antennae and other necessary features usually carried above the roof line, provided such
features do not cover more than twenty-five percent (25%) of the area of the roof of the building
or other structure and are not used in any way for human occupancy.

SPECIAL DIMENSIONAL REGULATIONS

Exception for Existing Lots. Any increase in area, frontage, width and yard requirements of this
Bylaw shall not apply to a lot for single-family and two-family residential use which at the time
of recording or endorsement, whichever occurs sooner was not held in common ownership with
any adjoining land, conformed to then existing requirements and had less than the proposed
requirement but at least five thousand (5,000) square feet of area and fifty (50) feet of frontage.
The provisions of this Subsection shall not be construed to prohibit a lot being built upon, if at the
time of the building, building upon such lot is not prohibited by the Zoning Bylaw in effect.

Plan Freeze. If a definitive plan, or a preliminary plan, followed within seven (7) months by a
definitive plan is submitted to the Planning Board for approval under the Subdivision Control
Law, and written notice of such submission has been given to the Town Clerk before the effective
date of the Bylaw, the land shown on such plan shall be governed by the applicable provisions of
the Bylaw, if any, in effect at the time of the first such submission while such plan or plans are
being processed under the Subdivision Control Law, and, if such definitive plan or an amendment
thereof is finally approved, for eight (8) years from the date of the endorsement of such approval.

Reduction of Occupied Lots. No lot on which a building or structure is located in any district
shall be reduced or changed in size or shape so that the building or structure or lot fails to comply
with the lot area, frontage, coverage, setback, yard or other provisions of this Bylaw applicable to
the construction of said building or structure on said lot. This prohibition shall not apply when a
portion of the lot is taken or conveyed for a public purpose. This Subsection shall not apply to a
sewage pumping station operated by the Town.

Corner Clearance. No building or structure shall be constructed within the triangular area
formed by the exterior lines of intersecting streets and a line joining points on such lines which
are twenty-five (25) feet from their point of intersection (or, in the case of a rounded corner, from
the point of intersection of their tangents), and no other building or structure, no tree, shrub or
other planting, and no open display, storage or other open use shall be located within said
triangular area in such a manner as to interfere with traffic visibility around the corner.

Uses within Setbacks. No open storage or display of goods, products, materials or equipment,

including motor vehicles, gasoline pumps, vending machines or similar commercial devices shall
be located nearer than fifteen (15) feet to the street line.

65



5.5.6  Creation of Ways. Subject to the provisions of Section 5.5.7, no way created pursuant to the
Subdivision Control Law shall be closer than forty (40) feet to any lot line of any lot situated
outside the subdivision with respect to which such way is created, at any point that is farther than
forty (40) feet from an existing street right-of-way. This Subsection shall not apply to ways in a
proposed subdivision of any lot (separated in ownership from any adjoining lot having frontage
on a street) which at the time of adoption hereof has street frontage of at least forty (40) feet but
less than eighty (80) feet, and shall apply only to one side of such ways in the case of a proposed
subdivision of any lot (separated in ownership as aforesaid) which at such time has street frontage
of at least eighty (80) feet but less than one hundred twenty (120) feet.

5.5.7 Special Permit. The Planning Board may grant a special permit authorizing a proposed way
location at variance with the provisions of Section 5.5.6 if it finds in addition to any other
findings required under this Bylaw, that the issuance of a special permit

5.5.6.1 would not be detrimental to the Town or to the general character or visual
appearance of the surrounding neighborhood or abutting uses, and would be
consistent with the intent of the Bylaw;

5.5.6.2 would reduce the environmental impacts of the proposed project;
5.5.6.3 would enhance the aesthetic quality of the proposed project; and
5.5.64 would be consistent with sound engineering practices or the interests of public
safety.
(Planning Board)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

The main purpose of this article is to incorporate dimensional requirements found in various sections of
the Bylaw into a table format. A table format eliminates the need for an excessive amount of text and is
much easier to interpret.

The special permit decision criteria for locating a subdivision roadway within 40 feet of a lot line outside
of the subdivision is also being expanded.

ARTICLE 25

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Westwood Zoning Bylaw by deleting Section 11. OFF-
STREET PARKING IN ALL DISTRICTS; and Section 12. SPECIAL PROVISIONS IN ALL
DISTRICTS in their entireties and substitute the following therefor, or take any other action in relation
thereto:

SECTION 6.0 GENERAL REGULATIONS

6.1 OFF-STREET PARKING
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6.1.1 General. No use or premises shall be made, authorized or extended, and no building or structure
shall be erected or enlarged, unless there is provided for such use or extension, or for such
building erection or enlargement, on the same lot as said use, extension, erection or enlargement,
a parking area and loading and unloading spaces all with permanent surfacing (except in the case
of a single residence), sufficient to serve the business conducted thereon, including provision for
parking spaces for visitors, and for all persons employed in the building or in connection with
said use without using adjacent streets therefor. Such space shall be deemed inadequate if the
off-street parking area is often substantially full and there is frequent parking of such cars in
access drives or on streets near the premises in question. In Nonresidential Districts, no parking,
loading and/or unloading area shall be so designed or located as to render necessary the backing

of vehicles from such area onto a street.

6.1.2  Table of Parking Requirements. The following table of Minimum Number of Required
Parking Spaces for Principal Uses sets forth minimum parking space requirements, provided,
however, that fewer parking spaces may be authorized upon the grant of a special permit by the
Planning Board in compliance with the provisions of this Section.

PRINCIPAL USE

6.1.3 Residential Uses

6.1.3.1 Single-Family Dwelling

6.1.3.2 Conversion of One-Family Dwelling to Two-Family Dwelling per
Section 8.1

6.1.3.3 Two-Family Dwelling per Section 8.2
6.1.3.4 Major Residential Development per Section 8.5
6.1.3.5 Senior Residential Development per Section 8.6

6.1.3.6 Residential Retirement Community per Section 8.7

6.1.3.7 Nursing or Convalescent Home

6.1.3.8 Assisted Living Residence
6.1.4 Exempt and Institutional Uses
6.1.4.1 Use of land or structures for religious purposes

6.1.4.2 Use of land or structures for educational purposes on land owned or
leased by the commonwealth or any of its agencies, subdivisions or bodies
politic or by a religious sect or denomination, or by a nonprofit educational
corporation

6.1.4.3 Child Care Facility in new building

6.1.4.4 Child Care Facility in existing building

6.1.4.5 Use of land for the primary purpose of agriculture, horticulture or
floriculture on a parcel of more than five (5) acres in area

6.1.4.6 Facility for the sale of produce, and wine and dairy products,
provided that during the months of June, July, August and September of
every year, or during the harvest season of the primary crop, the majority of
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MINIMUM NUMBER OF REQUIRED
PARKING SPACES

Two (2) spaces per dwelling unit
Two (2) spaces per dwelling unit
Two (2) spaces per dwelling unit
Two (2) spaces per dwelling unit
One and a half (1'%2) spaces per dwelling unit

One and a half (1'%) spaces per dwelling unit

One (1) space per each sleeping room for double
or single occupancy, or where not so divided (as in
a dormitory) one (1) space for each two beds

One (1) space per each sleeping room for double
or single occupancy, or where not so divided (as in
a dormitory) one (1) space for each two beds

One (1) space per each four (4) seats, or where
benches are used, one (1) space per eight (8) lineal
feet of bench

One (1) space per each four (4) seats, or where
benches are used, one (1) space per eight (8) lineal
feet of bench, plus one (1) space per employee

One (1) space per employee and two (2) spaces
per classroom
One (1) space per employee and two (2) spaces
per classroom

Not applicable

One (1) space for each two hundred fifty (250)
square feet of floor area or fraction thereof
devoted to selling, storage, service and all other



such products for sale, based on either gross sales dollars or volume, have activities related to such use, exclusive of cellar

been produced by the owner of the land containing more than five (5) acres and basement areas used only for storage or

in area on which the facility is located services incidental to the operation or maintenance
of the premises

6.1.4.7 Municipal Facilities Not applicable
6.1.4.8 Essential Services One (1) space per employee
6.1.4.9 Extension of existing cemetery Not applicable
6.1.4.10 Public Utility One (1) space per employee

6.1.5 Commercial Uses

6.1.5.1 Non-Exempt Agricultural Use Not applicable

One (1) space for each two hundred fifty (250)
square feet of floor area or fraction thereof
devoted to selling, storage, service and all other
6.1.5.2 Non-Exempt Farm Stand for wholesale or retail sale of products activities related to such use, exclusive of cellar
and basement areas used only for storage or
services incidental to the operation or maintenance
of the premises
One (1) space for each two hundred fifty (250)
square feet of floor area or fraction thereof
devoted to selling, storage, service and all other
6.1.5.3 Animal Clinic or Hospital activities related to such use, exclusive of cellar
and basement areas used only for storage or
services incidental to the operation or maintenance
of the premises
One (1) space per each four (4) seats, or where
6.1.5.4 Funeral Home benches are used, one (1) space per eight (8) lineal
feet of bench
One (1) space per each sleeping room for double
or single occupancy
One (1) space for each two hundred fifty (250)
square feet of floor area or fraction thereof
devoted to selling, storage, service and all other
6.1.5.6 Retail sales and services, less than 8,000 square feet activities related to such use, exclusive of cellar
and basement areas used only for storage or
services incidental to the operation or maintenance
of the premises
One (1) space for each two hundred fifty (250)
square feet of floor area or fraction thereof
devoted to selling, storage, service and all other
6.1.5.7 Retail sales and services, 8,000 square feet or more activities related to such use, exclusive of cellar
and basement areas used only for storage or
services incidental to the operation or maintenance
of the premises
Not less than one (1) space for each two hundred
fifty (250) square feet floor area in office use, one
(1) space for each two thousand (2,000) square

6.1.5.5 Motel or Hotel on five (5) acres or more

6.1.5.8 Motor Vehicle Sales and Rental; other open air sales feet floor area in use for storage, and one (1) space
6.1.5.9 Motor Vehicle General Repairs and Body Repair for each five hundred (500) square feet floor area
6.1.5.10 Motor Vehicle Light Service in other uses, provided that there is reserved area

on the site for potential future parking expansion
to not less than one (1) space per five hundred
(500) square feet of floor area

One (1) space per each four (4) seats, or where

6.1.5.11 Restaurant, without entertainment benches are used, one (1) space per eight (8) lineal
6.1.5.12 Restaurant, with entertainment feet of bench, plus one (1) space per two (2)
employees
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6.1.5.13

6.1.5.14

6.1.5.15
6.1.5.16
6.1.5.17

6.1.5.18
6.1.5.19
6.1.5.20

6.1.5.21
6.1.5.22
6.1.5.23

6.1.5.24
profit

6.1.5.25
6.1.5.26

6.1.5.27

6.1.5.28

Fast Order Food Establishment

Kennel, Commercial

Business or Professional Services Establishment
Office of doctor or dentist not a resident on premises
Bank, Financial Institution

Commercial Recreation, Outdoor
Commercial Recreation, Indoor
Golf Course

Business Services Establishment
Personal Services Establishment
General Services Establishment

Campground, wildlife preserve, fishing grounds operated not for

Printing/copy/publishing establishment, less than 4,000 square feet
Printing/copy/publishing establishment, 4,000 square feet or more

Major Business Development per Section 7.2

Building Trade Shop in an establishment with less than 8,000

square feet
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One (1) space per each four (4) seats, or where
benches are used, one (1) space per eight (8) lineal
feet of bench

One (1) space for each two hundred fifty (250)
square feet of floor area or fraction thereof
devoted to selling, storage, service and all other
activities related to such use, exclusive of cellar
and basement areas used only for storage or
services incidental to the operation or maintenance
of the premises

One (1) space for each two hundred fifty (250)
square feet of floor area or fraction thereof
devoted to selling, storage, service and all other
activities related to such use, exclusive of cellar
and basement areas used only for storage or
services incidental to the operation or maintenance
of the premises

Sufficient parking spaces to accommodate under
all normal conditions the cars of occupants,
employees, members, customers, clients or visitors
of the premises, as determined by the Planning
Board. Such space shall be deemed inadequate if
the off-street parking area is often substantially
full and there is frequent parking of such cars in
access drives or on streets near the premises in
question.

One (1) space for each two hundred fifty (250)
square feet of floor area or fraction thereof
devoted to selling, storage, service and all other
activities related to such use, exclusive of cellar
and basement areas used only for storage or
services incidental to the operation or maintenance
of the premises

Sufficient parking spaces to accommodate under
all normal conditions the cars of occupants,
employees, members, customers, clients, or
visitors of the premises, as determined by the
Planning Board. Such space shall be deemed
inadequate if the off-street parking area is often
substantially full and there is frequent parking of
such cars in access drives or on streets near the
premises in question.

Not less than one (1) space for each two hundred
fifty (250) square feet floor area in office use, one
(1) space for each two thousand (2,000) square
feet floor area in use for storage, and one (1) space
for each five hundred (500) square feet floor area
in other uses, provided that there is reserved area
on the site for potential future parking expansion
to not less than one (1) space per five hundred
(500) square feet of floor area

Sufficient parking spaces to accommodate under
all normal conditions the cars of occupants,
employees, members, customers, clients, or
visitors of the premises, as determined by the
Planning Board. Such space shall be deemed
inadequate if the off-street parking area is often
substantially full and there is frequent parking of
such cars in access drives or on streets near the
premises in question.

One (1) space for each two hundred fifty (250)
square feet of floor area or fraction thereof



6.1.5.29 Building Trade Shop in an establishment with 8,000 square feet or
more

6.1.5.30 Commercial laundry, dry cleaning, dye work, carpet cleaning

6.1.5.31 Public Communication Use

6.1.6 Industrial Uses

6.1.6.1 Earth Material Removal per Section 7.1

6.1.6.2 Light Manufacturing

6.1.6.3 Warehouse, wholesale or distribution facility without outdoor
storage

6.1.6.4 Warehouse, wholesale or distribution facility with outdoor storage
6.1.6.5 Manufacturing

6.1.6.6 Junkyard or Automobile Graveyard

6.1.6.7 Research and Development
6.1.6.8 Self-Storage or Mini-Storage Facility

6.1.7 Other Uses
6.1.7.1 Commercial outdoor parking
6.1.7.2 Parking Garage

6.1.7.3 Drive-Through Service

6.1.7.4 Temporary Structure, building or use not in conformance with this
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devoted to selling, storage, service and all other
activities related to such use, exclusive of cellar
and basement areas used only for storage or
services incidental to the operation or maintenance
of the premises

Not less than one (1) space for each two hundred
fifty (250) square feet floor area in office use, one
(1) space for each two thousand (2,000) square
feet floor area in use for storage, and one (1) space
for each five hundred (500) square feet floor area
in other uses, provided that there is reserved area
on the site for potential future parking expansion
to not less than one (1) space per five hundred
(500) square feet of floor area

Sufficient parking spaces to accommodate under
all normal conditions the cars of occupants,
employees, members, customers, clients, or
visitors of the premises, as determined by the
Planning Board. Such space shall be deemed
inadequate if the off-street parking area is often
substantially full and there is frequent parking of
such cars in access drives or on streets near the
premises in question.

Sufficient parking spaces to accommodate under
all normal conditions the cars of occupants,
employees, members, customers, clients, or
visitors of the premises, as determined by the
Planning Board. Such space shall be deemed
inadequate if the off-street parking area is often
substantially full and there is frequent parking of
such cars in access drives or on streets near the
premises in question.

Not less than one (1) space for each two hundred
fifty (250) square feet floor area in office use, one
(1) space for each two thousand (2,000) square
feet floor area in use for storage, and one (1) space
for each five hundred (500) square feet floor area
in other uses, provided that there is reserved area
on the site for potential future parking expansion
to not less than one (1) space per five hundred
(500) square feet of floor area

Not applicable

Not less than one (1) space for each two hundred
fifty (250) square feet floor area in office use, one
(1) space for each two thousand (2,000) square
feet floor area in use for storage, and one (1) space
for each five hundred (500) square feet floor area
in other uses, provided that there is reserved area
on the site for potential future parking expansion
to not less than one (1) space per five hundred
(500) square feet of floor area

Not applicable
Not applicable

Not applicable

Sufficient parking spaces to accommodate under



Bylaw, but not for more than one (1) year, or extended over more than a all normal conditions the cars of occupants,

total of three (3) years

employees, members, customers, clients, or
visitors of the premises, as determined by the
Planning Board. Such space shall be deemed
inadequate if the off-street parking area is often
substantially full and there is frequent parking of
such cars in access drives or on streets near the
premises in question.

6.1.8 Reduction of Required Minimum Number of Parking Spaces.

6.1.8.1

6.1.8.2

6.1.8.3

6.1.8.4

If an Applicant has obtained all other necessary zoning permits and approvals,
the Planning Board may, subject to the provisions of this Section, grant a special
permit that would authorize a reduced number of parking spaces than would
otherwise be required by this Section where it can be demonstrated by such
Applicant that the proposed use does not warrant the number of parking spaces
otherwise required, provided that the number of parking spaces otherwise
required by this Section could be accommodated on the site should the use, or the
intensity or character of the use, of the premises ever be changed so that
additional parking spaces were needed, and provided further that the continued
availability for such purpose of land on the site be assured in a manner
satisfactory to the Planning Board. Nothing herein shall be deemed to authorize
a special permit waiving strict adherence to parking design requirements or
parking space, passageway or driveway dimensional requirements.

A special permit to authorize a reduced number of parking spaces shall be
granted by the Planning Board only upon its written determination that, in
addition to any other findings required under this Bylaw, it finds the following:

6.1.8.2.1 That the particular use proposed does not warrant the minimum
number of parking spaces otherwise required under this Section;

6.1.8.2.2 That the issuance of a special permit would not be detrimental to
the Town or to the general character or visual appearance of the
surrounding neighborhood or abutting uses, and would be
consistent with the intent of this Bylaw; and

6.1.8.2.3 That the issuance of a special permit would reduce the
environmental impact and enhance the aesthetic quality of the
proposed project.

A special permit granted pursuant to this Section shall provide for an increase in
the number of parking spaces up to the minimum number otherwise required by
this Section if there is a change in use or in the intensity or character of use that
results in an increased parking need as determined by the Planning Board. The
special permit shall be granted upon such conditions as the Planning Board may
deem appropriate in carrying out the provisions of this Section.

In no event shall the total floor area of the building or structure be greater than

that which would be permitted absent the grant of a special permit pursuant to
this Section.
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6.1.11

6.1.12

6.1.13

6.1.14

6.1.15

6.1.16

Joint Off-Street Parking. Joint off-street parking facilities may be provided for two or more
separate buildings or uses on the same lot or on contiguous lots all in one ownership, but in such
case the total number of parking spaces required shall be the sum of the parking spaces required
for the individual buildings or uses.

Off-Site Municipal Parking. Where an existing property in a Nonresidential District does not
meet the minimum parking requirements for a permitted use, off-site municipally-owned parking
spaces not dedicated to another use may be used to meet the minimum parking requirements,
provided (a) such spaces are located within four hundred (400) feet walking distance of the
building entrance to be served and (b) the Board of Selectmen or its designee documents to the
Building Inspector that there is in fact sufficient capacity in the municipal lot to accommodate the
excess parking required. Such off-site parking shall not be used to accommodate increased
parking requirements due to new construction and/or expansion of existing buildings or
structures.

Special Provisions in Residential Districts. Any off-street parking located in a Residential
District (whether herein required or voluntarily provided) containing five (5) or more parking
spaces shall be placed at least twenty-five (25) feet from all street lines and ten (10) feet from side
and rear lot lines and shall, if visible at normal eye level from any point on an abutting lot (if also
in a Residential District), be screened from such view pursuant to Section 6.3.6, Screening
Standards.

Storage of Inoperative Vehicles and Commercial Vehicles. Except in the case of a lot used for
municipal purposes, and except as allowed in a Nonresidential District pursuant to a permit issued
at the discretion of the Board of Selectmen, no motor vehicle which is, and for the immediately
preceding thirty-one (31) day period, has been dismantled or inoperative shall be stored or parked
in any district, and no commercial vehicle (whether or not operative and registered) of a gross
vehicle weight in excess of eight thousand five hundred (8,500) pounds or more than twenty (20)
feet in length shall be stored or parked overnight in any Residential District unless such vehicle is
not visible at normal eye level from any point on any abutting lot in a Residential District, or if
screened from such view pursuant to Section 6.3.6, Screening Standards. None of the foregoing
shall be construed to permit any parking or storage of vehicles that would otherwise be in
violation of the Use Regulations set forth in Section 4.0 of this Bylaw.

Replacement, Alteration, Enlargement or Change of Use of a Building or Structure. The
replacement, alteration, enlargement or change of use of a building or structure which results in
an increased off-street parking requirement shall require the provision of additional off-street
parking.

Design of Parking Areas. Except in the case of single residences, all parking areas shall be
designed in conformity with the requirements of this Bylaw and parking regulations adopted and
from time to time amended by the Planning Board.

Parking Areas for Ten or More Parking Spaces. The following requirements shall apply to all
new parking areas containing ten (10) or more parking spaces. Existing parking areas being
subjected to Section 7.3, Environmental Impact and Design Review shall conform to these
provisions as far as practicable. All parking areas applicable to this Section shall be shown on a
site plan which shall show the following:

6.1.16.1 Boundaries of the new or expanded parking area and all parking spaces, loading
areas, access and egress areas;
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6.1.17

6.1.18

6.1.19

6.1.20

6.1.16.2

6.1.16.3

6.1.16.4

6.1.16.5

6.1.16.6

Existing topography, including any proposed grading changes;

Proposed storm drainage system and calculations of storm drainage run-off to
demonstrate compliance with the stormwater management standards as adopted
and amended from time to time by the Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection;

Utilities, signage, outdoor storage and trash disposal areas;

Existing and proposed planting, landscaping and screening; and

Exterior lighting.

Landscaping Design Requirements. All parking areas applicable to this Section shall conform
to the following design requirements:

6.1.17.1

6.1.17.2

6.1.17.3

Parking areas shall be landscaped and screened from adjacent property. Such
landscaping shall comprise of a minimum of five percent (5%) of the total
parking area.

A minimum of two percent (2%) of the interior area of surface parking areas
containing thirty (30) or more parking spaces shall be landscaped. Interior
plantings shall consist of a minimum of one (1) tree and four (4) shrubs for every
one thousand five hundred (1,500) square feet of surface parking area. Planting
areas must be at least five (5) feet in length and width and contain a minimum of
thirty (30) square feet of unpaved soil area.

All planted trees shall have a minimum caliper size of four (4) inches. To the
fullest practicable extent, existing trees shall be preserved. Trees and soil plots
shall be so located as to provide visual relief and wind interruption within the
parking area and to assure safe patterns of internal circulation.

Parking Setback Requirements.

6.1.18.1

6.1.18.2

There shall be no vehicle parking or loading areas within five (5) feet of any
front, side or rear lot line.

In a Highway Business District, no parking or service areas are to be constructed
or maintained within the setback distance from the fronting street; if a building
fronts on two or more streets, one setback distance shall be free from parking and
service areas.

Edge of Parking Area. A substantial bumper of masonry, steel, heavy timber or concrete curb
shall be placed at the edge of surfaced areas except driveways in order to protect abutting
structures, properties and sidewalks.

Handicapped Parking Spaces. Designated parking spaces for the exclusive use of the
physically handicapped shall be provided in accordance with the rules and regulations of the
Architectural Access Board, as amended from time to time.

73



6.1.21

6.1.22

6.1.23

6.1.24

6.1.25

6.1.26

6.3

6.3.1

Storage. There shall be no storage of material or equipment within parking areas.
Outdoor Sales. No parking areas shall be used as an outdoor sales area.

Driveways. No access or egress point to a parking area shall be closer than one hundred fifty
(150) feet to the centerline of an intersecting street. There shall be no more than a total of two (2)
access and two (2) egress points to any one parking area.

Entrance from Residential Streets to Nonresidential Districts. Where a Residential District is
bounded by a portion of a Nonresidential District, any side street extending through such
Residential District into such Nonresidential District shall not be used, except as herein set forth
for any business, commercial or other purpose not permitted as of right in such Residential
District. Any nonresidential structure erected in said Nonresidential District shall face and open
upon the street set aside for nonresidential purposes, except that show windows in such
nonresidential structure may be built and exposed upon said side street within the area set aside as
a part of such Nonresidential District, and an entrance may be made at the corner of such
nonresidential and residential streets, and all other entrances to said nonresidential structure must
face on the nonresidential street, except that in a Local Business District entrances may be made
from such residential street to the upper stores of such nonresidential structure.

Loading. Adequate off-street loading facilities and space with unimpeded access shall be
provided for all new construction and for all building additions greater than one hundred (100)
square feet of net floor area. Facilities shall be so sized and arranged that no trucks shall be
parked on a public way while loading, unloading or waiting to do so.

Shared Driveways. Use of land for shared driveways is permitted in all Districts, however, a
shared driveway shall not be considered to adequately provide access for parking as required by
this Bylaw on any lot for which a shared driveway is proposed as the sole means of access for
parking unless the Planning Board so authorizes by special permit. Authorization shall be
granted only if the Planning Board determines that the arrangement improves public safety, such
as by reducing the number of curb cuts on a major roadway or by avoiding a driveway at a
potentially dangerous location; or serves environmental protection, such as by eliminating a
wetlands crossing, and that such an arrangement will be more advantageous to the neighborhood
than separate driveways; and unless the Board further finds that the use of a shared driveway does
not circumvent the intent of the Subdivision Control Law. The Planning Board shall adopt and
may from time to time amend rules and regulations for the administration of this Section.

ENCLOSURE, SCREENING AND BUFFERS

Enclosure Requirements in Highway Business and Industrial Districts. In the Highway
Business District and Industrial Districts all uses permitted as of right, or authorized by special
permit, and all uses accessory thereto, shall be conducted within a completely enclosed building
or structure, except the following uses provided that no portion of the use conducted outside shall
extend nearer to any street or lot line than the corresponding setback distance specified for
buildings in the same district:

6.3.1.1 Uses permitted as of right in any Single Residence District;

6.3.1.2 The dispensing of fuel and lubricants at a motor vehicle light service station;
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6.3.2

6.3.3

6.3.4

6.3.5

6.3.1.3 The dispensing of food, beverages or goods on premises with drive-through
service; and

6.3.1.4 Automobile parking lots.

Buffer Areas in Nonresidential Districts. Where a lot in any Industrial District abuts or is
within two hundred (200) feet, or in any Local or Highway Business District where a lot abuts or
is within twenty (20) feet, of the boundary line of any Residential District (including any
Residential District in an adjacent municipality), unless one of the Principal State Highways (as
herein defined) or a railroad right-of-way lies between such lot and such Residential District, a
buffer area shall be provided on all portions of said lot so abutting (or within the foregoing
specified distance of such Residential District). Such buffer area shall be as follows:

6.3.2.1 in the Industrial Districts, at least two hundred (200) feet wide, including the
width of any land held by the Westwood Conservation Commission and any part
of any public street (as hereinafter defined) located in such Industrial District and
lying between such lot and Residential District; and

6.3.2.2 in the Local Business or Highway Business Districts, at least twenty (20) feet
wide.

Definition. As used in this Section, “Principal State Highways” shall mean Route 128, Route 1
and Route 1A, as designated by the State Department of Public Works on March 11, 1968, and
“public street” shall mean a street established and maintained under public authority, or a street
plotted or laid out for ultimate public use and shown on a plan approved by the Planning Board.

Uses within Buffer Areas. Buffer areas, except as the same are part of a public street, shall be
used only as provided herein. No building or structure, except for fences constructed in
accordance herewith, shall be constructed or otherwise placed within any portion of the buffer
area, whether or not used for business or industrial purposes. However, in any Industrial District
the buffer area may contain driveways and sidewalks. The following distances nearest the
Residential District boundary shall be used and maintained so as to preserve the natural features
of the area, including trees, woods, streams and ponds, and as a planting area for lawns with trees,
shrubs and other landscape materials:

6.3.4.1 In the Industrial Districts, one hundred twenty-five (125) feet. The remaining
seventy-five (75) feet of buffer area may be used for unenclosed surface off-
street parking or other permitted outdoor uses, providing such uses are screened
from view at normal eye level on said Residential District boundary line.

6.3.4.2 In the Local Business or Highway Business Districts, twenty (20) feet. A
suitable planting area shall be interpreted as requiring a substantially sight
impervious screen of evergreen foliage at least eight (8) feet in height, or less
dense planting of shrubs and trees complemented by a sight impervious fence at
least five (5) feet and not more than eight (8) feet in height. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, the plantings within any portion of a buffer area located within eight
(8) feet of a public street or any other roadway shall be such as to avoid
impairment of traffic visibility.

Uses Requiring Screening. The following uses of land shall be screened if visible at normal eye
level from any point on an abutting lot in a Residential District as set forth herein:
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6.3.6

6.3.5.1

6.3.5.2

6.3.5.3

6.3.5.4

6.3.5.5

6.3.5.6

Any off-street parking facility containing five (5) or more parking spaces and
located in or adjacent to a Residential District, and not contained within a
structure;

Any commercial vehicle (whether or not operative and registered) of a gross
vehicle weight in excess of eight thousand five hundred (8,500) pounds or more
than twenty (20) feet in length stored or parked overnight in any Residential
District;

Refuse disposal and dumpster areas, outdoor storage areas of goods and
materials;

The outdoor storage of used materials, used vehicles or equipment or waste
materials;

Except in the case of a lot used for municipal purposes, the outdoor parking or
storage of two or more buses, trucks or earthmoving equipment items or similar
contractor's equipment or heavy vehicles; and

Except in the case of a lot used for municipal purposes, the outdoor storage of
solid fuel, sand, road salt, manure, fertilizer or other similar substances piled in
bulk form.

Screening Standards.

6.3.6.1

6.3.6.2

6.3.6.3

6.3.6.4

6.3.6.5

6.3.6.6

Screening shall consist of fencing and/or an area of at least three (3) feet in width
of densely planted shrubs or trees which are at least two (2) feet high at the time
of planting and are of a type that may be expected to form within three (3) years
after planting a year-round, continuous, substantially impervious visual screen.

Screening as required in this Section shall be located so as not to obstruct vehicle
sight distances, entrances and exits. Such screening shall not exceed a height of
more than two (2) feet within thirty (30) feet of an intersection or ten (10) feet of
a driveway. In no case shall the screening of parking facilities from abutting
streets exceed four (4) feet in height.

Plantings shall be of trees of a species common to the area and appropriate for
screening, spaced to minimize visual intrusion, and provide for a year-round,

continuous, substantially impervious visual screen.

Fences shall be solidly constructed of wood, stone or brick materials. There shall
be no metal or chain-link materials used.

Screening shall be continuously maintained to effectively serve the purpose for
which it is intended. No advertising devices of any kind shall be allowed on

screening.

Screening shall be continuous except for required access.
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6.3.7

6.3.8

6.3.9

6.4

6.4.1

6.4.2

6.4.3

Coordination with Environmental Impact and Design Review. Any landscaping plan as may
be required pursuant to Section 7.3, Environmental Impact and Design Review shall be at a scale
sufficient to determine compliance with the specifications set forth in this Section.

Maintenance of Landscaped Areas. All plant materials required pursuant to this Section shall
be maintained in a healthful condition. Dead limbs, refuse and debris shall be promptly removed.
Dead plantings shall be replaced with new live plantings at the earliest appropriate season. Bark
mulch and nonplant ground surface materials shall be maintained so as to control weed growth.

Special Permit. By the grant of a special permit, the Planning Board may waive or modify the
requirements of Section 6.3.6 when in its judgment the strict application of such requirements
would result in peculiar or exceptional difficulties, or exceptional and undue hardship or in a
specific instance where for topographic or other reasons, fences, walls and screening as herein
required could not possibly screen the activities conducted at ground level.

EXTERIOR LIGHTING

Purpose. The purpose of this Section is to enhance public safety by providing for adequate and
appropriate outdoor lighting, protect community character, promote energy conservation and
protect against light trespass and glare.

Definitions. For the purposes of this Section, the following terms shall be defined as indicated
below. Although set forth here for convenience, the terms shall have the same effect as if set
forth in Section 2.0 of this Bylaw.

6.4.2.1 Color Rendering Index (CRI) A measurement of the amount of color shift that
objects undergo when lighted by a light source as compared with the color of
those same objects when seen under a reference light source of comparable color
temperature. CRI values generally range from 0 to 100, where 100 represents
incandescent light.

6.4.2.2 Fixture The assembly that houses a lamp or lamps, and which may include a
housing, a mounting bracket or pole socket, a lamp holder, a ballast, a reflector or
mirror, and/or a refractor, lens or diffuser lens.

6.4.2.3 Glare Light emitted from a luminaire with intensity great enough to produce
annoyance, discomfort or a reduction in a viewer’s ability to see.

6.4.2.4 Lamp The component of a luminaire that produces the actual light.
6.4.2.5 Light Trespass The shining of direct light produced by a luminaire beyond the

boundaries of the lot on which it is located.

6.4.2.6 Lumen A measure of light energy generated by a light source. One foot candle is
one lumen per square foot. For purposes of this Bylaw, the lumen output shall be
the initial lumen output of a lamp, as rated by the manufacturer.

6.4.2.7 Luminaire A complete lighting system, including a lamp or lamps and a fixture.

Applicability. Outdoor illumination by flood or spot luminaires rated at nine hundred (900)
lumens or more (which is approximately equal to one 60-watt incandescent light bulb) or by any
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6.4.4

6.4.5

6.4.6

other luminaires rated at one thousand eight hundred (1800) lumens or more (which is
approximately equal to one 120-watt incandescent light bulb) shall be subject to the provisions of
this Section, with the following exceptions: emergency lighting; hazard warning; temporary
decorative or holiday lighting; public roadway illumination or other lighting required by or
installed by governmental agencies. It shall also not apply to any luminaire intended solely to
illuminate any freestanding sign, flag or the walls of any building but such luminaire shall be
shielded so that its direct light is confined to the surface of such sign, flag or building.

6.4.3.1 The replacement of existing fixtures shall be subject to the provisions of this
Section, however, the replacement of existing nonconforming lamps or fixtures
with the same or lower output nonconforming lamps or fixtures is exempted.

6.4.3.2 The Planning Board in performing review pursuant to Section 7.3, Environmental
Impact and Design Review may determine that special circumstances of the site,
context or design make an alternative lighting design at least equally effective in
meeting the purposes of this Section and in such cases, may modify the
requirements of this Section.

Exterior Lighting Plan. Applications subject to the provisions of Section 7.3, Environmental
Impact and Design Review shall submit a lighting plan which shall include the following
information, except to the extent waived by the Planning Board. All other lighting not subject to
the provisions of said Section 7.3 does not require a lighting plan but shall meet the standards as
set forth in this Section, unless as may otherwise be provided herein. The lighting plan shall
include the following information:

6.4.4.1 location, orientation and type of outdoor luminaire, including the height of the
luminaire;
6.4.4.2 luminaire manufacturer’s specification data, including lumen output and

photometric data showing cutoff angles;

6.4.4.3 type of lamp such as metal halide, compact fluorescent, high pressure sodium and
its associated Color Rendering Index (CRI);

6.4.4.4 photometric plan showing the intensity of illumination expressed in foot-candles
at ground level within the interior of the property and at the property boundaries.
The plan shall also include the following illumination information in a table
format: Minimum; Maximum; Average; Average to Minimum and Maximum to
Minimum; and

6.4.4.5 evidence that any light trespass does not exceed the limitations set forth in Chart
IV herein.

Flickering and Flashing Lights. No flickering or flashing lights shall be permitted. Processes,
such as arc welding, which create light flashes shall be confined within buildings or shielded to
prevent either direct glare or flashing.

Wall Mounted Fixtures. In Nonresidential Districts, a luminaire attached to the exterior of a

building or structure for area lighting shall be mounted no higher than fifteen (15) feet above
grade and shall be shielded to control glare.
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6.4.7 Pole Mounted Fixtures. Pole mounted exterior lighting fixture types are defined and restricted

as follows:

6.4.7.1 Type A. No light cutoff.

6.4.7.2 Type B. Luminaire shielded such that peak candlepower is at an angle of 75
degrees or less from straight down, and essentially no light is emitted above the
horizontal.

6.4.7.3 Type C. Luminaire shielded such that total cutoff is at less than 90 degrees from

straight down, and no light source is in direct view of an observer five (5) feet
above the ground at any point off the premises.

6.4.8 Pole Mounted Fixtures Height Limitation. Illustrations of pole mounted exterior lighting
fixture types are shown in Chart I herein. Pole mounted fixtures shall not exceed the applicable
pole mounted height limitation set forth in Chart II in any district. The Type A pole mounted
exterior lighting fixture is prohibited in all Nonresidential Districts.

CHART I. ILLUSTRATIONS

TYPE A: WO CUTOFF LUMINAIRE

- -H gl purall
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TYPE B: 90" CUTOFF LUMINAIRE
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TYPE C: LUMINAIRE WITH LESS THAM 90" CUTOFF
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CHART II. POLE MOUNTING HEIGHT LIMITATIONS

District
Residential Nonresidential
Maximum Luminaire Mounting Height (feet above grade)
“District” is that in which fixtures are located.

Fixture Type A 10 Not allowed
Fixture Type B 15 25
Fixture Type C 20 30

6.4.9 Ceiling Mounted Fixtures. In Nonresidential Districts, luminaires mounted on an exterior
ceiling such as under a canopy shall be mounted with the refractor or lens flush with or recessed
in the ceiling or fixture.

6.4.10 Lighting Levels. In Nonresidential Districts, exterior lighting shall not exceed the following
levels on the ground set forth in Chart I1I herein:

CHART III. LIGHTING LEVELS (horizontal foot-candles)

Minimum* Average™ Maximum*
Driveways and Parking 0.5 5.0 10.0
Under Building or Canopy 1.0 25.0 40.0
All Other Nonresidential Areas 0.5 1.0 3.0

* Applicable to the entire lighted area

6.4.11 Light Trespass Limitations. Light trespass in excess of the applicable limitation set forth in
Chart IV herein is prohibited in all Districts.

CHART 1V. LIGHT TRESPASS LIMITATIONS
District

Residential Nonresidential
Maximum Light Trespass (horizontal foot-candles)*
“District” is that into which the light trespass occurs.

Fixture Type A 0.2 Not allowed
Fixture Type B 0.3 0.5
Fixture Type C 0.5 1.0

* Except no limit within a street right-of-way.
6.5 FLOOR AREA RATIO LIMITATION

6.5.1 Basic Limitations. In an Industrial, Highway Business or Administrative-Research-Office
District the floor area ratio (FAR) resulting from new construction, renovation or addition shall
not exceed 0.4 on any lot, except that the Planning Board may grant a special permit for FAR not
to exceed 0.8 upon its written determination, in addition to any other findings required under this
Bylaw, that it meets the standards set forth in the decision criteria for a Major Business
Development in Section 7.2 of this Bylaw and its off-site impacts on traffic and housing needs
will be mitigated or compensated as herein provided.

6.5.1.1 Traffic. Applications for approval of an FAR exceeding 0.4 shall include a

traffic impact study prepared consistent with study guidelines adopted and from
time to time amended by the Planning Board. Such applications shall be
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6.6

6.6.1

6.6.2

6.6.3

approved only upon determination by the Planning Board that, based upon
facilities as existing or committed to be improved by the Town or the Applicant,
on no street or intersection will peak hour congestion fall below baseline traffic
conditions as the result of projected traffic.

6.5.1.2 Housing. Applications for approval of an FAR exceeding 0.4 shall include a
housing impact study prepared consistent with study guidelines adopted and from
time to time amended by the Planning Board. Such applications shall be
approved only upon determination by the Planning Board that housing mitigation
efforts proposed by the Applicant will be equivalent to provision of one (1)
housing unit for each twelve (12) employees anticipated on the premises, such
unit to be affordable to a household spending no more than thirty percent (30%)
of an income at eighty percent (80%) of the then-current Boston PMSA median
household income.

NOISE

Applicability. The following noise standards, unless otherwise specifically indicated, shall apply
to noise as heard at any location off the premises within a designated noise zone, except for that
produced by warning devices, agricultural activity, temporary construction or maintenance work,
yard maintenance, public events or other special circumstances, but specifically not excluding
recurrent vehicle noise associated with fixed points, such as that of refrigerator trucks at loading
areas.

Noise Zones. The following noise zones are hereby created:
NOISE ZONE A: Nonresidential Districts.

NOISE ZONE B: Locations in any Residential District, but within two hundred
(200) feet of a state-numbered highway.

NOISE ZONE C: All other locations.

Limitations. No development shall be allowed which would result in the following standards
being exceeded by more than twenty (20) decibels at any time, or by more than ten (10) decibels
for more than ten (10) minutes in an hour, or at all for more than thirty (30) minutes in an hour,
measured at any point off-site. If the generated noise has a single dominant frequency above four
thousand eight hundred (4,800) cycles per second, these standards shall be reduced by five (5)
decibels.

ALLOWABLE EXTERIOR NOISE LEVEL

NOISE ZONE 7:00 AM -9:00 PM 7:00 AM -9:00 PM
A 65 decibels 60 decibels
B 60 decibels 55 decibels
C 55 decibels 50 decibels
(Planning Board)
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The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

The main purpose of this section is to incorporate the parking regulations into a table format and make
them consistent with the Principal Use Table so that there is a specific parking requirement for each of
the defined uses. Because the current parking regulations are in broad categories, parking requirements
that did not previously exist in the Bylaw (especially relating to residential uses) had to be defined. In
most cases these changes make the parking requirements more stringent. The Special Permit Granting
Authority to reduce the required number of parking spaces being changed from the Board of Appeals to
the Planning Board.

Also included in this article are specific requirements and standards relating to uses that must be
screened such as dumpsters and parking lots. A change from the existing Bylaw are screening
requirements for uses that do not currently go through site plan review such as dismantled motor vehicles
and commercial vehicle parking. The requirement for a special permit to reduce or modify the screening
standards is also a new and substantive change.

ARTICLE 26

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Westwood Zoning Bylaw by deleting Section 16B. MAJOR
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENTS; Section 16A. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT AND DESIGN
REVIEW; and Section 21. EARTH REMOVAL REGULATIONS in their entireties and substitute the
following therefor, or take any other action in relation thereto:

SECTION 7.0 SPECIAL REGULATIONS

7.1 EARTH MATERIAL REMOVAL

7.1.1  Special Permit Required. No soil, loam, sand, gravel, stone or other earth materials shall be
removed from any premises within the Town unless such removal will constitute an exempt
operation as hereinafter provided or is done pursuant to a special permit therefor granted by the
Board of Appeals.

7.1.2  Application Requirements. An application for a special permit for earth material removal shall
be accompanied by a site plan and all other application materials required by the rules and
regulations of the Board of Appeals. The site plan shall be prepared by a Registered Land
Surveyor or Registered Professional Engineer and shall include the following information:

7.1.2.1 existing topographical contours of the land;

7.1.2.2 topographical contours as proposed after completion of the operation;

7.1.2.3 proposed lateral support to all adjacent property;

7.1.2.4 proposed drainage and soil erosion prevention measures; and

7.1.2.5 other information necessary to indicate the complete physical characteristics of

the operation.
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Referral of Application to Planning Board. Within ten (10) days after receipt of the
application, the Board of Appeals shall transmit a copy thereof to the Planning Board, which said
Board may, at its discretion, investigate the case and report in writing its recommendations to the
Board of Appeals. The Board of Appeals shall not take final action on such application until it
has received a report thereon from the Planning Board, or until said Planning Board has allowed
thirty-five (35) days to elapse after receipt of such application without submission of a report.

Findings. No special permit for removal of earth materials (including temporary structures
accessory thereto), shall be granted unless the Board of Appeals finds that operations conducted
under such special permit, subject to the conditions imposed thereby, will not be contrary to the
best interests of the Town. For this purpose, an operation shall be considered contrary to the best
interests of the Town which:

7.1.4.1 will be injurious or dangerous to the public health or safety;

7.1.4.2 will produce noise, dust or other effects observable at the lot lines in amounts
seriously objectionable or detrimental to the normal use of adjacent property;

7.1.4.3 will result in transportation of materials on ways giving access to the subject land
which will cause traffic congestion or hazards;

7.1.4.4 will result in transportation which will cause undue injury to the roadway
surfaces;
7.1.4.5 will result in change in topography and cover which will be disadvantageous to

the most appropriate use of the land on which the operation is conducted; or

7.1.4.6 will have a material adverse effect on the health or safety of persons living in the
neighborhood or on the use or amenities of adjacent land.

Conditions. In granting a special permit hereunder, the Board of Appeals shall impose
reasonable conditions specially designed to safeguard the neighborhood and the Town, which
shall include conditions as to:

7.1.5.1 method of removal,;

7.1.5.2 type and location of temporary structures;

7.1.5.3 length and duration of time of excavation;

7.1.5.4 hours of operation;

7.1.5.5 policing of traffic entering and leaving site;

7.1.5.6 routes for transporting the material through the Town;
7.1.5.7 area and depth of excavation;

7.1.5.8 distance of excavation to street and lot lines;
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7.1.5.9 steepness of slopes excavated;

7.1.5.10 reestablishment of ground levels and grades;

7.1.5.11 provisions for temporary and permanent drainage and erosion control;
7.1.5.12 disposition of boulders and tree stumps;

7.1.5.13 replacement of loam over the area of removal; and

7.1.5.14 planting of the area to suitable cover, including trees.

Surety and Performance Bond. The Board of Appeals may require a surety and performance
bond, cash or other adequate security to insure compliance with the terms, conditions, limitations
and safeguards of such special permit and to indemnify the Town for any harm to any public well,
road, wetland or other resource caused by such removal, the removal operations, the equipment
used on the premises or by ancillary activities.

Time Limit. No special permit for removal of earth material shall be granted for a period of
more than one (1) year in a Residential District or more than three (3) years in a Nonresidential
District, although the special permit may be renewed for additional periods in the same manner as
for the initial issuance.

Existing Operations. A sand or gravel pit, quarry or other removal activity in lawful operation
on any premises on the effective date of this Bylaw may continue as an exempt operation unless
and until abandoned, or if operating under a prior special permit issued by the Board of Appeals,
until the expiration thereof. Discontinuance for more than twelve (12) consecutive months shall
be deemed to constitute abandonment. However, unless specifically authorized by such prior
special permit or by a new special permit issued hereunder (i) the depth of excavation shall not be
increased below the grade of the lowest point excavated on the effective date of this Bylaw, (ii)
the total area of excavation shall not be increased by more than fifty percent (50%) over its area
on said date and (iii) the amount of material removed per day shall not exceed by more than fifty
percent (50%) the daily average for the twelve (12) months preceding said date or the actual
period of operation, if less than twelve (12) months.

Other Exceptions. The removal of earth material in any of the following operations shall be an
exempt operation:

7.1.9.1 Removal of less than one hundred (100) cubic yards of material in the aggregate
in any year from any one premises.

7.1.9.2 Transfer of material from one part of a premises to another part of the same
premises.

7.1.9.3 Removal of material from land in use by the Town or other governmental
agency.

7.1.9.4 Removal of material necessarily excavated in connection with the lawful

construction of a building or structure, or of a driveway, sidewalk or path
incidental to any such building or structure, provided that the quantity of material
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removed does not exceed that actually displaced by the portion of building,
structure, driveway, sidewalk or path below finished grade.

7.1.10 Permits in Proposed Subdivisions. The removal of earth materials from any parcel of land for

7.2

7.2.1

7.2.2

7.2.3

724

which a preliminary or definitive subdivision plan has been prepared shall be allowed only in the
same manner as removal from other parcels of land in the Town. Consequently, tentative or final
approval of a subdivision plan by the Planning Board shall not be construed as authorizing the
removal of material from the premises, even though in connection with the construction of streets
shown on a subdivision plan.

MAJOR BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT (MBD)

Purpose. The purpose of this Section is to assure that large-scale business developments are
carefully tested against the Town’s decision criteria relating to locations and uses, and to assure
that adequate provisions are made for impacts of development.

Applicability. In the following categories, new or the expansion of existing buildings or
structures and outdoor uses, exterior alterations, exterior additions and exterior changes that result
in an increase of:

7.2.2.1 more than fifty thousand (50,000) square feet net floor area in use for one or
more of the following categories:

7.2.2.1.1 store for retail sale of goods not requiring a special permit, and
not involving Adult Uses or live animals;

72.2.1.2 bank or other financial institution;

7.2.2.13 restaurant (but not a Fast Order Food Establishment) with no
mechanical or live entertainment regularly furnished;

7.2.2.14 printing/copy/publishing establishment;

7.2.2.2 more than one hundred seventy five thousand (175,000) square feet net floor area
in any use other than those in Section 7.2.2.1 and those permitted as of right in
Single Residence Districts;

7223 parking or storage for two hundred fifty (250) or more motor vehicles.

Special Permit Required. A MBD shall require the issuance of a special permit granted by the
Planning Board in compliance with the provisions of this Section. Application for any other
special permits which may also be required and for which the Planning Board is the designated
Special Permit Granting Authority may be consolidated with a MBD application and acted upon
concurrently by the Planning Board.

Application Requirements. An application for a special permit for a MBD shall be
accompanied by a site plan and all other application materials required by the rules and

regulations of the Planning Board in addition to the following:

7.2.4.1 Application materials required for Section 7.3, Environmental Impact and Design
Review;
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7.2.5

7.2.6

7.3

7.2.4.2 A presentation model at a minimum scale of one (1) inch equals twenty (20) feet
(or such other scale as the Planning Board shall determine) showing the parcel,
abutting streets, proposed contours, proposed buildings and the massing of

abutting buildings;

7.2.4.3 Description of the types and quantities of proposed on-site activities;

7.2.4.4 Analysis indicating how the project serves job, service or other interests of Town
residents;

7.2.4.5 Impact analyses on appropriate issues as may be identified by the Town,

including identification of public facility improvements to be made by the
Applicant and others;

7.2.4.6 Description of project timing and phasing.

Decision. A special permit for a MBD shall be granted by the Planning Board only upon its
written determination that the adverse effects of the proposed use will not outweigh its beneficial
impacts on the Town or the neighborhood, in view of the particular characteristics of the site, and
of the proposal in relation to that site. In addition to any specific factors that may be set forth in
this Bylaw, the determination shall include consideration of each of the following:

7.2.5.1 ability of roads, water and drainage facilities as existing, or as committed by the
Town or the Applicant to be improved, to serve the project adequately and safely
without material deterioration in service to other locations;

7.2.5.2 degree of assurance that no planned process or unplanned contingency will result
in hazard or contamination of air, land or water resources;

7.2.5.3 visual compatibility with the vicinity, including consideration of site
arrangement, consistency in architectural scale (or reasonability of departure),
retention of existing site features, especially trees and architectural character;

7.2.5.4 degree of threat to environmental resources, including loss of valuable trees and
other vegetation, disturbance to habitats and soil through erosion;

7.2.5.5 buffering and screening from any nearby uses of different character; and
7.2.5.6 degree to which the proposal serves job, service or other interests of Town
residents.

Reimbursement for Consultants. It is contemplated that in some cases it will be necessary for
the Planning Board to hire consultants in connection with the review and evaluation of
applications for special permits pursuant to this Section. The Planning Board will be reimbursed
by the Applicant for the reasonable fees and expenses of such consultants, and each application
for a special permit hereunder shall contain an agreement by the Applicant to that effect.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT AND DESIGN REVIEW
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7.3.1

7.3.2

7.3.3

7.3.4

7.3.5

7.3.6

Purpose. The purpose of this Section is to provide individual detailed review of certain uses and
structures which have a substantial impact upon the character of the Town and upon traffic,
utilities and property values therein, thereby affecting the public health, safety and general
welfare thereof. The environmental impact and design review process is intended to promote the
specific purposes listed in Section 1.1, Purpose.

Applicability. The following types of activities and uses which require a building permit under
applicable building codes (exclusive of signs governed by the provisions of Section 6.2) shall
require, except as otherwise hereinafter provided in this Section, impact and design approval
under the environmental impact and design review procedures and standards hereinafter
specified, unless found to be de minimis by the Building Inspector notwithstanding anything to
the contrary in this Zoning Bylaw. In addition, any change in use which results in a use
prohibited or requiring a special permit in a Water Resource Protection Overlay District, whether
or not within such a district and whether or not requiring a building permit, shall be subject to
review by the Building Inspector and, if applicable, requirement for approval hereunder. Nothing
herein shall be deemed to permit any use or structure not otherwise permitted as of right or by
special permit under this Zoning Bylaw, or to give rise to an implication as to whether or not a
particular use or structure is permitted as of right or by special permit under this Zoning Bylaw.
The following shall require approval hereunder:

7.3.2.1 construction, exterior alteration or exterior expansion of, or change of use within,
a municipal, institutional, commercial, industrial or multi-family structure;

7.3.2.2 expansion, by three (3) or more parking spaces, of a parking area or facility
containing five (5) or more parking spaces.

Exempt Uses. Mandatory review of uses for which M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 3 provides
certain exemptions from zoning restrictions shall be limited consistent with those statutory
provisions, and on other matters shall be advisory only. For religious, educational or child care
facilities the Planning Board in its review shall make determinations of compliance with
requirements governing bulk and height of structures, yard sizes, lot area, setbacks, open space
and parking and building coverage. Procedure for such uses shall be the same as for others,
except that the Planning Board shall waive the requirement of any submittals which are
unnecessary for the Planning Board’s regulatory determinations.

Single-Family Dwelling Exemption. Notwithstanding the foregoing, exterior alterations,
exterior additions and exterior changes (including fences, walls and driveways), if made to a
single-family dwelling, shall be exempt from the regulations of this Section.

Procedures. An application for environmental impact and design review shall be accompanied
by twenty (20) copies of the site plan and other application materials in accordance with the
requirements specified below and the Planning Board’s rules and regulations. The Planning
Board shall hold a public hearing in accordance with its rules and regulations and shall provide its
decision forthwith to the Building Inspector and Applicant.

Submittal Requirements. To assist the Planning Board in its evaluation of an application for
environmental impact and design approval hereunder, the Applicant shall submit the following

materials at the time of application, except to the extent waived by the Planning Board:

7.3.6.1 Site Plan. The site plan shall be prepared by a Registered Professional
Engineer, Registered Landscape Architect and/or Registered Professional Land
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7.3.6.2

7.3.6.3

7.3.6.4

7.3.6.5

Surveyor and shall show the following information, except to the extent waived
by the Planning Board:

7.3.6.1.1 Existing and proposed planting, landscaping and screening,
which shall show the location, dimension and arrangement of all
open spaces and yards, including type and size of planting
materials, methods to be employed for screening and proposed
grades and a plan for maintenance;

7.3.6.1.2 Location, type, size and dimension of existing trees, rock masses
and other natural features with designations as to which features
will be retained;

7.3.6.1.3 Dimension and location of existing and proposed buildings and
structures;

7.3.6.1.4 Existing topography, including any proposed grade changes;

7.3.6.1.5 Parking areas and facilities, traffic circulation, driveways, loading

areas, access and egress points;

7.3.6.1.6 Storm drainage, including direction of flow and means of
ultimate disposal. Stormwater drainage runoff calculations used
for the drainage system design shall be prepared by a Registered
Professional Engineer and must support the sizing of all drainage
structures and pipes and demonstrate compliance with the
stormwater management standards adopted and as amended from
time to time by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental
Protection;

7.3.6.1.7 Provisions for sanitary sewerage and water supply, including fire
protection measures; and

7.3.6.1.8 Location of all utilities, signage, outdoor storage and trash
disposal areas.

Exterior Lighting Plan. The Exterior Lighting Plan shall show the information
as required in Section 6.4.4 of this Bylaw, except to the extent waived by the
Planning Board.

Traffic Study. The traffic study shall be prepared by a Registered Professional
Engineer consistent with study guidelines adopted and from time to time
amended by the Planning Board, except to the extent waived by the Planning
Board.

Drawings/Renderings. A drawing or rendering of the proposed building,
including color and type of surface materials showing front, rear and side

elevations.

Photographs. Photographs showing any existing structures to be altered, the
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7.3.7

proposed building site and surrounding properties. Applications for alterations
and additions shall include photographs showing each existing structure to be
altered and its relationship to adjacent properties.

7.3.6.6 Impact Statement. An explanation of how each of the environmental impact
and design standards cited herein is incorporated into the design of the proposed
development. Where a particular standard is not applicable a statement to that
effect will suffice. An environmental impact statement prepared in accordance
with state or federal regulations may be accepted as a substitute in lieu of this
statement.

7.3.6.7 Model. A presentation model at a minimum scale of one (1) inch equals twenty
(20) feet (or such other scale as the Planning Board shall determine) showing the
tract, abutting streets, proposed contours, proposed buildings and the massing of
abutting buildings, except to the extent waived by the Planning Board. This
Subsection is not applicable to additions, alterations or changes which increase
gross floor area by less than one hundred percent (100%).

Environmental Impact and Design Standards. The following standards shall be utilized by the
Planning Board to review and evaluate all applications pursuant to this Section. These standards
are intended to provide a frame of reference for the Applicant in the development of their project
and building plans as well as criteria for review by the Planning Board. These standards shall not
be regarded as inflexible requirements. They are not intended to discourage creativity, invention
and innovation. The specification of one or more particular architectural styles is not included in
these standards. The standards of review outlined in this Section shall also apply to all accessory
buildings, structures, freestanding signs and other site features, however related to the principal
buildings or structures.

7.3.7.1 Preservation of Landscape. The landscape shall be preserved in its natural
state, insofar as practicable. Tree and soil removal shall be minimized, and any
grade changes shall be consistent with the general appearance of neighboring
developed areas. Due regard shall be given to the attractive utilization of the
natural features of the area, including trees, woods, streams and ponds. All open
areas which cannot be preserved in their natural state shall be replanted as far as
practicable with as many trees and plantings as previously existed.

7.3.7.2 Relation of Buildings to Environment. The proposed development shall be
related harmoniously to the terrain and to the use, scale and architecture of
existing buildings in the vicinity that have functional or visual relationship to the
proposed building. The Planning Board may require a modification in massing
so as to reduce the effect of shadows on abutting property, public open space or
streets.

7.3.7.3 Open Space. All open space shall be so designed as to add to the visual
amenities of the vicinity by maximizing its visibility for persons passing the site
or overlooking it from nearby properties.

7.3.7.4 Circulation, Traffic Impact and Alternative Means of Transportation. With
respect to vehicular and pedestrian circulation and traffic, including entrances,
ramps, walkways, drives and parking, special attention shall be given to location,
number and function of access points to the public streets (especially in relation
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7.3.7.5

7.3.7.6

7.3.7.7

7.3.7.8

7.3.7.9

to existing traffic flow, traffic controls and mass transit facilities), width of
interior drives and access points, general interior circulation, separation of
pedestrian and vehicular traffic, access to community facilities, the arrangement,
safety and convenience of both vehicle and bicycle parking areas and the effect
thereof upon the use and enjoyment of proposed buildings and structures and the
neighboring properties, and the traffic impact of the proposed development on
nearby public and private streets. Each proposed facility is encouraged to
incorporate alternative means of transportation, including bicycle and shuttle bus,
and shall make adequate provision for the convenience of vehicular and
pedestrian movement within the site in which the facility is to be located, and in
relation to nearby streets, property and improvements.

Stormwater Drainage and Erosion Control. Special attention shall be given to
proper site surface drainage (i) so that removal of surface waters will not
adversely affect neighboring properties or the public storm drainage system and
(ii) so as to minimize any adverse impact upon nearby “downstream” properties.
Stormwater shall be removed from all roofs, canopies and paved areas in a
manner complying with the stormwater management standards adopted and as
amended from time to time by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental
Protection. Surface water in all paved areas shall be collected at intervals so that
it will not obstruct the flow of vehicular or pedestrian traffic and will not create
puddles in the paved area. Erosion and sediment controls must be implemented
to prevent any negative impacts during construction or other land disturbance
activities. Permanent post-development erosion controls must be implemented
and maintained where necessary.

Advertising Features. The size, location, design, color texture, lighting and
materials of all permanent signs and outdoor advertising structures or features
shall not detract from the use and enjoyment of proposed buildings and structures
and the surrounding properties.

Special Features. Exposed storage areas, exposed machinery installations,
service areas, truck loading areas, utility buildings and structures shall be subject
to such setbacks, screen plantings or other screening methods as shall reasonably
be required to prevent their being incongruous with the existing or contemplated
environment and the surrounding properties. All towers, antennas and poles shall
be sited, designed and sized to have minimal visual impact on nearby properties.

Safety. With respect to personal safety, all open and enclosed spaces shall be
designed to facilitate building evacuation and maximize accessibility by fire,
police and other emergency personnel and equipment. Insofar as practicable, all
exterior spaces and interior public and semi-public spaces shall be designed to
minimize the fear and probability of personal harm or injury by increasing the
potential surveillance by neighboring residents and passersby of an accident or
attempted criminal act. Traffic to and from any facility shall not cause safety
hazards or increased congestion in nearby residential neighborhoods.

Heritage. With respect to the Town’s heritage, removal or disruption of historic,
traditional or significant uses, structures or architectural elements shall be
minimized insofar as practicable, whether these exist on the site or on adjacent
properties.
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7.3.7.10

7.3.7.11

7.3.7.12

7.3.7.13

7.3.7.14

7.3.7.15

7.3.7.16

Microclimate. With respect to the localized climatic characteristics of a given
area, any development which proposes new structures, new hard-surface ground
coverage or the installation of machinery which emits heat, vapor or fumes, shall
endeavor to minimize, insofar as practicable, any adverse impact on light, air and
water resources or on noise and temperature levels of the immediate
environment.

Energy Efficiency. To the maximum extent reasonably practicable, proposals
shall utilize energy-efficient technology and renewable energy resources and
shall adhere to the principles of energy-conscious design with regard to
orientation, building materials, shading, landscaping and other elements. Efforts
shall be made to harmonize energy-related components with the character of the
building and its surroundings and to prevent adverse effects on the energy
consumption of neighboring structures and on the environment.

Detrimental Effects. No proposed facility shall be detrimental to the health,
safety or welfare of persons working or living in the neighborhood, or by reason
of danger of fire or explosion, environmental pollution, corrosion, toxic or
noxious fumes, gas, smoke, soot, dust, odors, noise or vibrations or other
hazards.

Nearby Properties. Nearby properties shall be protected against detrimental
uses on the site.

Specific Standards for High and Washington Street. Where the nature of the
following design features is considered significant to the preservation or
enhancement of the desirable visual quality and property values of a particular
part of High Street or Washington Street, any new structure or alteration shall be
harmoniously related to nearby pre-existing structures and the street facade in
terms of color, texture, materials, scale, height, setbacks, roof and cornice lines,
signs and design elements such as door and window size and location and door
and window detailing, including materials for sills, lintels, frames and thresholds
and any other major design elements.

Air Quality. Any use whose emissions are such as to cause it to be classified as
a major new stationary source of air pollution, as defined by the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) under the Clean Air Act, and any use required to apply
to the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection under 310 CMR
7.00 or to EPA under Section 112 of the Clean Air Act for permission to emit
asbestos, benzene, beryllium, mercury, vinyl chloride, or radionuclides shall be
permitted only upon determination by the Planning Board that compliance with
the requirements of those agencies is assured, and that health and safety are
adequately protected.

Plants and Animals. Location and design shall not cause avoidable damage to
wildlife habitats or corridors, or to any plant species listed as endangered,
threatened or of special concern by the Massachusetts Natural Heritage Program,
or to any tree with more than a twenty-four (24) inch trunk diameter one (1) foot
above grade. An application for a MBD special permit must include
documentation to the Planning Board of having consulted with the Conservation
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7.3.8

7.3.7.17

7.3.7.18

7.3.7.19

7.3.7.20

7.3.7.21

Commission and the Massachusetts Natural Heritage Program regarding these
considerations, and that the proposed site either contains no such habitats or
materials, or that all feasible efforts to avoid, minimize or compensate for
damage have been reflected in the development proposal.

Vibration. Except for blasting and other activities within the jurisdiction of the
Board of Fire Prevention Regulations, no use shall be allowed which produces
vibration at or beyond the boundaries of the premises exceeding two-thirds (2/3)
the frequency/amplitude limitations established by the Board of Fire Prevention
Regulations at 527 CMR 13.11 (18) for three (3) minutes or more in any hour
between 7:00 am and 9:00 pm or for thirty (30) seconds or more in any hour
between 9:00 pm and 7:00 am.

Electrical Disturbances. No EMF emission shall be permitted which adversely
affects the operation of any equipment on other properties.

Historic and Archaeological Sites. Location and design shall not cause
avoidable damage or impairment to the historic or archaeological value of
buildings on sites recorded on the Massachusetts Register of Historic Places. An
application for a MBD special permit shall submit documentation that either the
site does not contain or impact such buildings or sites, or that any potential
damage or impairment has been effectively mitigated.

Solid Waste. Each development must document arrangements for satisfactory
disposal of tree stumps and debris resulting from construction, and must make
permanent arrangement for satisfactory on-site storage of refuse pending its
removal, such storage to be screened from public view, secure from vermin, birds
or other animals, and located to present minimal hazard in the event of fire and
minimal threat to water quality in the event of container failure.

Water Quality. Any development subject to review pursuant to this Section
which involves a use prohibited or requiring a special permit in a Water Resource
Protection Overlay District pursuant to Section 9.3 may be allowed if such
development is located outside of the Water Resource Protection Overlay District
and if the material regulated is less than twenty (20) gallons liquid or less than
one hundred fifty (150) pounds dry weight. If exceeding those limits the use
shall be allowed only if the Planning Board, in its review of the application
pursuant to this Section, determines that the Applicant has documented that
adequate safeguards for protecting the integrity of groundwater quality have been
assured. Any development subject to review pursuant to this Section which
involves a use prohibited or requiring a special permit under Section 9.3 and is
located within a Water Resource Protection Overlay District may be allowed if
such development has been granted a special permit pursuant to the provisions of
Section 9.3.

Decision. Environmental impact and design approval shall be granted upon the determination of
the Planning Board that the application meets the objectives cited herein. The Planning Board
may impose reasonable conditions at the expense of the Applicant, including performance
guarantees, to promote these objectives. Any new building construction or other site alteration
shall provide adequate access to each structure for fire and service equipment and adequate
provision for utilities and stormwater drainage consistent with the functional requirements of the
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7.3.9

7.3.10

7.3.11

7.3.12

7.3.13

Planning Board’s Subdivision Rules and Regulations. New building construction or other site
alteration shall be designed after considering the qualities of the specific location, the proposed
land use, the design of building form, grading, egress points and other aspects of the
development, so as to:

7.3.8.1 Minimize the volume of cut and fill, the number of removed trees six (6) inch
caliper or larger, the length of removed stone walls, the area of wetland
vegetation displaced, the extent of stormwater flow increase from the site, soil
erosion and threat of air and water pollution;

7.3.8.2 Maximize pedestrian and vehicular safety on the site and egress to and from the
site;

7.3.8.3 Minimize obstruction of scenic views from publicly accessible locations;

7.3.8.4 Minimize visual intrusion by controlling the visibility of parking, storage or other
outdoor service areas viewed from public ways or premises residentially used or
zoned;

7.3.8.5 Minimize glare from headlights and lighting intrusion;

7.3.8.6 Minimize unreasonable departure from the character, materials and scale of

buildings in the vicinity, as viewed from public ways and places;

7.3.8.7 Minimize contamination of groundwater from on-site wastewater disposal
systems or operations on the premises involving the use, storage, handling or
containment of hazardous substances; and

7.3.8.8 Ensure compliance with the provisions of this Bylaw, including parking,
landscaping, exterior lighting and noise.

Modifications. Once environmental impact and design approval has been granted by the
Planning Board, any subsequent changes in which the Building Inspector has determined will
substantially affect or alter the visual appearance of the building facade or roof or will
substantially affect or alter traffic flow or modify the site plan, a new application shall be
submitted pursuant to this Section.

Lapse. Environmental impact and design approval shall lapse if a substantial use thereof or
construction thereunder has not begun, except for good cause, within two (2) years following the
grant of the environmental impact and design approval. The Planning Board may extend such
approval, for good cause, upon the written request of the Applicant.

Regulations. The Planning Board may adopt reasonable rules and regulations for the
administration of this Section.

Fees. The Planning Board may adopt reasonable administrative fees and technical review fees
for applications for environmental impact and design review.

Appeal. Any decision of the Planning Board pursuant to this Section shall be appealed in
accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 17 to a court of competent jurisdiction.
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7.3.14 Reimbursement for Consultants. It is contemplated that in some cases it will be necessary for
the Planning Board to hire consultants in connection with the review and evaluation of
applications for environmental impact and design approval under this Section. The Planning
Board will be reimbursed by the Applicant for the reasonable fees and expenses of such
consultants, and each application for a permit hereunder shall contain an agreement by the
Applicant to that effect.

(Planning Board)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

This article consolidates the existing Earth Removal Regulations and Major Business Development
sections into a new section called Special Regulations. Most of the language changes are minor.
Language dealing with additional height in the Industrial District was removed from this section and
relocated verbatim to the Height Regulations section.

ARTICLE 27

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Westwood Zoning Bylaw by deleting Section 14(g) Exception
for Flexible Plan Development; Section 14A. EXCEPTION FOR FIFTY PERCENT DENSITY BONUS;
and Section 16C. MAJOR RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT in their entireties and substitute the
following therefor, or take any other action in relation thereto:

SECTION 8.0 SPECIAL RESIDENTIAL REGULATIONS

83 FLEXIBLE DEVELOPMENT

8.3.1 Purpose. The purpose of this Section is as follows:

8.3.1.1 to encourage the preservation of open space and promote the more efficient use
of land in harmony with its natural features;

8.3.1.2 to preserve and protect historical and archeological resources and the natural
environment, including varied landscapes and water resources;

8.3.1.3 to promote more sensitive siting of buildings and better overall site planning;

8.3.1.4 to facilitate the construction and maintenance of streets, utilities and public
services in a more economical and efficient manner;

8.3.1.5 to offer an alternative to standard subdivision development; and

8.3.1.6 to protect and promote the health, safety, convenience and general welfare of the
inhabitants of the Town.

8.3.2 Applicability. A Flexible Development may be authorized by special permit by the Board of
Appeals for any parcel or set of contiguous parcels held in common or separate ownership
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833

834

83.5

8.3.6

8.3.7

containing ten (10) acres or more and located in a Single Residence E or Single Residence C
District. If the application for a Flexible Development involves more than one ownership, each
owner of land included on the plan shall be a party to the application and upon approval of the
application, subject to its provisions.

Special Permit Required. A Flexible Development shall require the issuance of a special permit
by the Board of Appeals in compliance with the provisions of this Section.

Consistent with the general purposes of the Zoning Bylaw and the specific purposes of this
Section, said special permit may authorize exceptions from the requirements of this Bylaw.

Procedures. An application for Flexible Development shall be filed in accordance with the rules
and regulations of the Board of Appeals and shall be accompanied by seven (7) copies of a plan
substantially in the form which the Applicant proposes to submit to the Planning Board (if the
special permit is granted) as a Definitive Plan pursuant to the Subdivision Control Law.

Submission of Preliminary Plan to Planning Board. Prior to the submission of an application
for a Flexible Development special permit, the Applicant shall have submitted to the Planning
Board for approval under the Subdivision Control Law a preliminary subdivision plan of the
parcel of land which is the subject matter of such application.

8.3.5.1 The preliminary plan and any plan for which a special permit is granted
hereunder shall show which lots are to remain Open Land (as hereinafter defined)
and a building envelope for each building lot.

8.3.5.2 The preliminary plan shall contain, or be accompanied by, or the Applicant shall
furnish at the Planning Board’s request, such studies, data and additional plans as
shall be sufficient to enable the Planning Board to make a determination as to the
number of lots which could be created on said parcel, without a special permit
hereunder, giving due consideration to the factors referred to herein.

8.3.5.3 No application for a special permit shall be submitted to the Board of Appeals
until the Planning Board shall have acted upon the preliminary plan required
herein or until the period provided for in the Subdivision Control Law for such
action by the Planning Board shall have expired.

Referral of Application to Planning Board. Within ten (10) days after receipt of a Flexible
Development special permit application, the Board of Appeals shall forward a complete copy
thereof to the Planning Board which may conduct such investigation as it deems to be
appropriate, and on the basis of such investigation, and also on the basis of such information as
shall have been brought to its attention during consideration of the preliminary plan, the Planning
Board shall submit a written report to the Board of Appeals setting forth its findings as to the
conditions required and also setting forth its recommendations with respect to said application.
The Board of Appeals shall not take final action on such application until it has received a report
thereon from the Planning Board, or until the Planning Board has allowed thirty-five (35) days to
elapse after receipt of such application without submission of a report. The Board of Appeals
shall give due consideration in its written decision to the report of the Planning Board.

Number of Building Lots. The number of building lots provided for on a plan for which a
special permit is granted hereunder shall not exceed the number of lots which could be created on
said parcel without such a special permit. There shall be excluded from the number of lots which
could be created without a special permit within the meaning of the foregoing sentence all lots
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8.3.8

8.3.9

8.3.10

which the Planning Board finds are not buildable, whether by reason of excessive development
and site preparation costs, sanitary disposal, drainage or water supply problems, or a combination
of the foregoing. In considering the foregoing, the Planning Board may rely upon findings and
recommendations of the Board of Health, Sewer Commission and Conservation Commission.

Determination of Building Lots. In determining the number of lots which could be built upon
on a particular parcel without a special permit hereunder, the Planning Board and the Board of
Appeals shall give due consideration to all pertinent studies, plans and other data submitted by the
Applicant, or obtained through the Planning Board’s investigation thereof, and to the character
and suitability of such land for residential construction and sanitary disposal, and to applicable
rules and regulations of the Planning Board and the Board of Health and other applicable statutes,
regulations and laws.

Lot Requirements. The building lots shown on a plan for which a special permit is granted
hereunder shall meet the following requirements:

8.3.9.1 Each such lot lying in a Single Residence E District shall contain a minimum of
thirty thousand (30,000) square feet, and each such lot lying in a Single
Residence C District shall contain a minimum of twenty thousand (20,000)
square feet.

8.3.9.2 The average area of all such lots lying in a Single Residence E District shall be at
least thirty-five thousand (35,000) square feet, and the average area of all such
lots lying in a Single Residence C District shall be at least twenty-five thousand
(25,000) square feet.

8.3.9.3 If the land shown on the plan includes land located in two or more Residential
Districts the land shall be considered as lying entirely within the district having
the largest area and frontage requirements, provided, however, that if eighty
percent (80%) or more of the total area shown as building lots lies within one
Residential District, all of the land shall be considered as lying within that

district.
8.3.94 Each such lot shall have a width of not less than one hundred twenty-five (125)
feet.
8.3.9.5 Each lot shall have a frontage of not less than forty (40) feet on any street line.
8.3.9.6 Each building lot shall contain a building envelope which is in harmony with the

general intent of the Bylaw.

8.3.9.7 Each building lot shall contain a site which, subject to approval of the Board of
Health, may be suitable for a septic disposal system, or which has adequate
provision for public sewer.

Open Land Requirements. There shall be included as Open Land in a plan for which a special
permit is granted an area or areas having an aggregate size equal to or greater than the total area
by which lots shown on said plan have been reduced to less than the minimum lot size otherwise
required by this Bylaw.
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8.3.11 Additional Open Land Requirements in Single Residence E District. In addition to the
requirements set forth in Section 8.3.10, in a Single Residence E District, such Open Land shall
include an area at least equal to the aggregate of one-half (%2) of the excess over eighty thousand
(80,000) square feet of each lot which is greater in area than eighty thousand (80,000) square feet
but less than one hundred twenty thousand (120,000) square feet plus all of the excess over eighty
thousand (80,000) square feet of each lot which is one hundred twenty thousand (120,000) square
feet or greater in area.

8.3.12 Additional Open Land Requirements in Single Residence C District. In addition to the
requirements set forth in Section 8.3.10, in a Single Residence C District, such Open Land shall
include an area at least equal to the aggregate of one-half (12) of the excess over forty thousand
(40,000) square feet of each lot which is greater in area than forty thousand (40,000) square feet
but less than eighty thousand (80,000) square feet plus all of the excess over forty thousand
(40,000) square feet of each lot which is eighty thousand (80,000) square feet or greater in area.

8.3.13 Open Land Restrictions. Provision shall be made by agreement, duly executed in form suitable
for recording by the owner of such Open Land that in the event that a special permit is granted
such Open Land shall:

8.3.13.1 Be owned either (a) by the Town for park or open space use; or (b) by a non-
profit organization the principle purpose of which is the conservation of open
space, which organization the Planning Board finds to be a suitable entity to
carry out the purposes of this Section; or (c¢) by a corporation or trust owned or to
be owned by the owners of the building lots as provided by M.G.L. Chapter 40A,
Section 9. The manner of ownership of such Open Land (or of various parcels
thereof) shall be determined by the Applicant after consultation with the Planning
Board.

8.3.13.2 Be subject to restrictions unlimited as to time that such Open Land shall be used
only for (a) conservancy in its natural state; (b) grazing and agriculture; (c)
walking; (d) horseback riding and/or bicycle riding; (e) playing fields and courts;
(f) swimming pools and other recreational facilities and structures; or (g) any
combination of the foregoing. The type of restrictions on such Open Land (or on
various parcels thereof) shall be determined by the Planning Board after
consultation with the Applicant.

8.3.13.3 At least eighty percent (80%) of the Open Land shall be retained in its natural
state.
8.3.13.4 Playing fields and courts and swimming pools and other recreational facilities

and structures shall be confined to that portion of the Open Land not required to
be retained in its natural state.

8.3.14 Enforcement of Open Land Restrictions. Such restrictions shall be for the benefit of and
enforceable by the Town, and if the Applicant so requests, shall also be enforceable by the
Applicant and/or by the owners of the building lots shown on such plan. The Applicant may
specify that such restrictions be established for the benefit of the Town by a trust enforceable by
the Board of Selectmen, Planning Board and/or Conservation Commission.

8.3.15 Discretionary Conditions. The Board of Appeals may recommend and may impose as
conditions of a special permit hereunder such provisions as to parking, road construction,
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8.3.16

8.3.17

sidewalks, location of Open Land (as herein defined), lot configuration, relationship of dwelling
units to one another, recreational facilities, screening and care and maintenance of the Open Land
as may be deemed advisable for the protection and well-being of the occupants of the dwelling
units and the residents of the Town.

Required Conditions. No special permit shall be granted hereunder unless the following

conditions are met:

8.3.16.1 The Applicant shall have submitted a restrictive agreement as provided herein.

8.3.16.2 The proposed ownership of and restrictions to be applied to the Open Land as set
forth in the restrictive agreement provided for herein shall be in harmony with

the general intent of the Bylaw and appropriate to the particular development.

Further Restrictions. The Board of Appeals may, in appropriate cases, impose further
restrictions upon the parcel, or parts thereof, as a condition to the grant of the special permit.

8.3.18 Recording of Restrictive Agreement. No building or structure shall be erected pursuant to a

8.4

8.4.1

special permit granted until and unless the restrictive agreement provided for herein shall have
been duly recorded. The restrictive agreement shall be in such form and contain such facts and
provisions that, so far as possible under then existing law, the restrictions will not terminate by
operation of law.

FIFTY PERCENT DENSITY BONUS

Provision for and Conditions of Special Permit. If a special permit shall have been granted
under Section 8.3, Flexible Development, the Board of Appeals may grant, in lieu of any other
special permit providing for a density bonus under this Bylaw and notwithstanding the other
provisions of Section 8.3 limiting the number of building lots in a Flexible Development, a
special permit authorizing an increase in density so that the maximum number of building lots
permitted within such Flexible Development is equal to one hundred fifty percent (150%) of the
number of building lots that could be created therein without a special permit thereunder,
provided that the following conditions are satisfied. For purposes of this Section, fractions of
one-half (!4) or greater shall be rounded to the next higher whole number, and fractions of less
that one-half (%2) shall be rounded to the next lower whole number.

8.4.1.1 At least twenty percent (20%) of the total land area of the Flexible Development,
of a configuration and at a location approved by the Board of Appeals, shall
consist of Open Land that conforms with the requirements of Section 8.3,
Flexible Development.

8.4.1.2 The configuration of the Open Land shall be such as to preserve, to the maximum
extent reasonably practicable, the visual beauty of the land within the Flexible
Development as seen from streets and ways bordering upon the Flexible
Development or located nearby. To the extent reasonably practicable and
consistent with this objective, the number of noncontiguous pieces of land
comprising the Open Land shall be kept to a minimum, and the roads and ways in
a Flexible Development shall not be located within the Open Land.
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8.4.2

8.4.3

8.4.4

8.4.5

8.4.1.3 There shall be conveyed to the Town at least fifty percent (50%) of the number
of building lots within the Flexible Development in excess of the number of
building lots that could be created therein without a special permit.

Land Conveyed to Town for Affordable Housing. Land conveyed to the Town pursuant to
Section 8.4.1.3 shall be used or made available for use for the purpose of providing, through
public and/or private development, low or moderate income housing within the meaning of
M.G.L. Chapter 40B, as may be amended from time to time. Such land shall be in the care,
custody, management and control of the Board of Selectmen. To the extent permitted by
applicable law, such land or any part thereof or interest therein may be held, leased, conveyed or
otherwise dealt with or disposed of in any manner which the Board of Selectmen shall determine
to be in furtherance of the objectives hereof. The rate at which and the manner in which such
land shall be developed or made available for development, and the type and configuration of
each building or group of buildings constructed on such land, shall rest solely in the discretion of
the Board of Selectmen, but in the exercise of its discretion the Board of Selectmen shall give due
consideration to the recommendations of the Planning Board and any housing authority that may
be established in the Town.

Development Restrictions. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in this Zoning
Bylaw, the following shall apply to such land:

8.43.1 housing accommodations on any lot may consist of one or more detached
buildings containing not more than four (4) dwelling units per building;

8.4.3.2 any lot or combination of lots may be developed to a density not exceeding eight
(8) dwelling units per acre in the aggregate;

8.4.3.3 the minimum distance between buildings on any lot or combination of lots shall
be twenty (20) feet;
8.4.3.4 the minimum distance between any building and any lot line of a lot not so

conveyed to the Town shall be twenty (20) feet; except as aforesaid there shall be
no minimum distance between any building and any lot line of a lot so conveyed

to the Town;
8.4.3.5 the maximum building height shall be thirty-five (35) feet;
8.43.6 a maximum of thirty-five percent (35%) of any lot or combination of lots may in

the aggregate be covered by the aggregate of the building, roads and parking
areas thereon; and the aggregate minimum number of off-street parking spaces
on any lot or combination of lots shall be two (2) for each dwelling unit.

Board of Health Approval. No construction shall be commenced on any building site on such
land until the Board of Health shall have determined that such site is suitable for a septic disposal
system or until adequate provision shall have been made for public sewer.

Coordination with Section 8.3, Flexible Development. If an Applicant is applying for a special
permit pursuant to Section 8.3, Flexible Development and also a special permit pursuant to this
Section, the plan shall identify the lots proposed to be conveyed to the Town pursuant to this
Section.
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8.5

8.5.1

8.5.2

MAJOR RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT (MRD)

Purpose. The purpose of this Section is to allow greater flexibility and creativity in residential
development and to assure a public voice and public authority in consideration of development in

order to gain:

8.5.1.1

85.1.2

8.5.1.3

8.5.1.4

8.5.1.5

location of development on sites best suited for building, and protection of land
not suited for development, reflecting such considerations as:

permanent preservation of open space for conservation or recreational use,
especially in large contiguous areas within the site linked to off-site protected

areas;

protection of water bodies, streams, wetlands, wildlife habitats and other
conservation resources;

protection of the character of the community through preserving open space
within view from public roadways, preservation of stone walls and other historic
landscape features, preservation of scenic vistas and through siting of dwellings
at low-visibility locations;

protection of street appearance and capacity by avoiding development close to or
having egress directly onto such streets;

efficient patterns for construction and maintenance of public facilities and
services such as streets and utilities;

continuation of the community’s social and economic diversity;
privacy for residents of individual lots; and

avoidance of unnecessary development cost.

Definition. Major Residential Development shall mean the division or subdivision for residential
purposes of any parcel of land or a set of contiguous parcels of land which were in common
ownership as of July 1, 1998, which would cumulatively result in one or more of the following,
unless each resulting lot has lot area, lot frontage and lot width at least fifty (50) percent greater
than that required by Section 5.2, Table of Dimensional Requirements:

8.5.2.1

8.5.2.2

8523

Development of four (4) or more dwelling units on a single lot, except as may
otherwise be provided herein;

An increase by ten (10) or more lots (excluding any restricted from residential
use) above the number existing there two (2) years earlier;

Creation of four (4) or more lots with individual driveway egress onto a street
existing at the time of lot creation unless, through lot configurations or
restrictions to be recorded on the plan creating the lots, no lot has a driveway
location within six hundred (600) feet of the driveway location of another lot
being created in the same division or subdivision of land,
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854

8.5.5

8.5.6

8.5.7

8.5.8

8.5.9

8.5.2.4 Creation of four (4) or more lots unless, through lot locations or restrictions to be
recorded on the plan creating the lots, no more than three (3) of the lots contain a
potential site for construction of a dwelling any part of which would be less than
two hundred (200) feet from a street existing at the time of the creation of such
lot.

Special Permit Required. A Major Residential Development shall require the issuance of a
special permit by the Planning Board in compliance with the provisions of this Section.

Mandatory Applicability. A MRD may be authorized by special permit by the Planning Board
for any parcel or set of parcels held in common or separate ownership that are defined as a MRD
pursuant to Section 8.5.2. If the mandatory application for a MRD involves more than one
ownership, each owner of land included on the plan shall be a party to the application and upon
approval of the application, subject to its provisions.

Optional Applicability. The owner of any parcel or set of parcels held in common or separate
ownership that total five (5) acres or more and are not defined as a MRD pursuant to Section
8.5.2, may choose to submit them for regulation as if being a MRD. If the optional application
for a MRD involves more than one ownership, each owner of land included on the plan shall be a
party to the application and upon approval of the application, subject to its provisions.

Noncontiguous Parcels. A single MRD plan may include non-contiguous parcels, whether or
not in the same ownership.

Procedures. An application for a MRD shall be filed in accordance with the rules and
regulations of the Planning Board, except for any submittal items which the Planning Board may
have waived in writing prior to application submittal, based on its determination that the waived
information would not be germane to the decision, or would be unjustified in light of the scale,
location or other attributes of the project.

Submittals. An Applicant for a MRD special permit shall file with the Planning Board both of
the following plans. The information that is required to be shown on the plans shall be in
accordance with the rules and regulations of the Planning Board.

8.5.8.1 Conventional Plan. A conventional plan in full conformance with all zoning and
subdivision regulations and to the extent possible at the time of application,
health regulations, wetlands regulations and other applicable federal, state and
local requirements. This Conventional Plan shall be prepared in conformance
with the requirements for a preliminary subdivision plan as set forth in the
Planning Board’s Subdivision Rules and Regulations; provided, however, that in
simple cases, such requirements may be waived by the Planning Board

8.5.8.2 Alternative Plan. An alternative plan that differs substantially from the
aforementioned Conventional Plan. Examples of plans that would be
‘substantially different’ from a Conventional Plan includes the use of the
alternative dimensional regulations set forth herein, or a plan of the same type but
having major differences in the number of lots created, road pattern or open
space configuration.

Additional Submittals. The Planning Board may require additional information necessary to
make the determinations and assessments cited herein.
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8.5.10

8.5.11

8.5.12

8.5.13

Referral of Application to Other Boards. Within ten (10) days after receipt of a MRD special
permit application, the Planning Board shall forward a complete copy thereof to the Board of
Health and Conservation Commission which may conduct such investigation as they deem to be
appropriate. The Board of Health and Conservation Commission shall submit written reports to
the Planning Board setting forth their findings as to the conditions required and also setting forth
their recommendations with respect to said application. The Planning Board shall not take final
action on such application until it has received reports thereon from the Board of Health and
Conservation Commission, or until these Boards have allowed thirty-five (35) days to elapse after
receipt of such application without submission of a report.

Maximum Number of Dwelling Units. The maximum number of dwelling units allowed within
a MRD shall equal the maximum number of buildable lots that could reasonably be expected to
be created through conventional development of the land without bonuses pursuant to this Section
or substantial waivers or variances from applicable regulations. This determination shall be made
by the Planning Board, which shall take into consideration any graphic or analytic materials
provided by the Applicant.

Calculation Requirements. Where a MRD includes more than one ownership, lies in more than
one zoning district, or includes two or more noncontiguous areas, the maximum number of
dwelling units allowed shall be determined for each zoning district, ownership and non-
contiguous area and summed to give an overall allowable total maximum number of dwelling
units. The dwelling units may be located on the plan without respect to allowable subtotals by
district, ownership, or non-contiguous areas, except that the portion of any development within a
Water Resource Protection Overlay District shall meet the requirements of that district.

Incentive Units. The Planning Board may approve a MRD containing more than the maximum
number of dwelling units based upon the following. The percentage increase over the maximum
number of dwelling units allowed shall be equal to the total of the incentives earned under
Section 8.5.13.1 and Section 8.5.13.2. An Applicant seeking any of these incentives shall submit
calculations and any other documentation necessary to demonstrate qualification for the
incentive. In no event shall the Planning Board allow an increase to the extent that the
nonwetland lot area in the entire development is reduced below the following:

SRC District: 27,000 square feet per dwelling unit;
SRE District: 45,000 square feet per dwelling unit;
WRPOD: 40,000 square feet per dwelling unit;
Other locations: 10,000 square feet per dwelling unit.
8.5.13.1 Objective: Encourage diversity of dwelling type

Incentive equals 0.5 times the percentage of all dwelling units legally reserved
for persons over the age of fifty-five (55).

8.5.13.2 Objective: Facilitate economic diversity
Incentive equals 1.5 times the percentage of all dwelling units legally reserved as
Affordable Housing and 1.0 times the percentage of all dwelling units legally

reserved as Moderate Income Housing, if complying with special permit
stipulations regarding permanence of affordability, resident selection, timing of
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provision of affordable and moderate income units and location of affordable and
moderate income units within the MRD.

8.5.14 Alternative Dimensional Regulations. The following alternative dimensional regulations may
be used for individual lots (but not for determining the maximum number of dwelling units),
rather than the dimensional regulations as provided in Section 5.2, Table of Dimensional

8.5.15

8.5.16

Requirements:

8.5.14.1

8.5.14.2

8.5.14.3

Lot Area. Minimum lot area shall be that necessary to meet requirements for
setbacks and for Board of Health requirements, and to assure that lot area
exclusive of wetlands will equal at least five (5) times the habitable floor area of
any dwelling subsequently erected thereon. The maximum allowable floor area
of each lot shall be annotated on the plan for recording the lots.

Frontage and Lot Width. The lot frontage and lot width shall be that necessary
to meet requirements for yards and setbacks and to provide for adequate access to
the building site. Where shared driveways or other circumstances render
frontage on a street to be of no importance none shall be required.

Existing Street Protection. Lots having frontage on a street other than one
created by a MRD may not have less lot area or lot frontage than conventionally
required in that zoning district.

Building Envelope. Proposed principal and accessory buildings and structures shall be located
within a designated building envelope, but are not otherwise subject to yard or setback
requirements. The building envelope shall not exceed forty percent (40%) of lot area or twenty
thousand (20,000) square feet, whichever is larger, and shall be located consistent with the

following:

8.5.15.1

8.5.15.2

8.5.15.3

8.5.154

It shall include no land within any setback required by Section 5.2, Table of
Dimensional Requirements at any boundary line at the perimeter of a MRD,
including the existing street line.

It shall include no land within any wetland, floodplain or slope in excess of
twenty-five percent (25%).

Where possible, it shall avoid areas of critical environmental importance, such as
habitats of species listed as endangered, threatened or of special concern by the
Massachusetts Natural Heritage Program.

Where possible, it shall avoid damage to areas of visual importance, such as
ridge lines, open fields or dense vegetation buffering development from existing
roadways.

Other Requirements.

8.5.16.1

Improvements. Access, drainage, utilities and grading shall meet functional
standards equivalent to those established in the Planning Board’s Subdivision
Rules and Regulations. Prior to issuance of building permits within a MRD, the
Planning Board shall certify to the Building Inspector that a detailed site plan has
been submitted and meets those standards, and before occupancy permits for any
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structure are issued, the Planning Board shall certify to the Building Inspector
that improvements to meet such standards have either been completed to serve
such structure, or security for their completion has been received.

8.5.16.2 Common Open Land. Any proposed common open land within a MRD shall be
conveyed to either (a) the Town for park or open space use; or (b) to a non-profit
organization the principle purpose of which is the conservation of open space,
which organization the Planning Board finds to be a suitable entity to carry out
the purposes of this Section; or (c) to a corporation or trust owned or to be owned
by the owners of lots or residential units within a MRD, as provided by M.G.L.
Chapter 40A, Section 9. In any case where such land is not conveyed to the
Town, a restriction enforceable by the Town shall be recorded providing that
such land shall be kept in an open or natural state and not be built upon or
developed for accessory uses such as parking or roadways. Building coverage
shall not exceed five percent (5%) in such conservation or recreation areas.

8.5.17 Decision. The Planning Board may approve or approve with conditions a special permit for a

8.5.18

MRD, whichever plan, the Conventional Plan or Alternative Plan, best promotes the objectives of
the following, in addition to any specific factors that may be set forth in the Bylaw:

8.5.17.1 Section 1.0, Purpose and Authority;
8.5.17.2 Section 8.5.1, Major Residential Development purpose;
8.5.17.3 Section 7.3.7, Environmental Impact and Design Standards, so far as applicable.

Relationship to Subdivision Plan. Planning Board approval of a MRD special permit shall
neither oblige the Planning Board to approve any related definitive subdivision plan nor substitute
for such approval. The Applicant is encouraged to submit a MRD special permit application
concurrently with a preliminary subdivision plan application. The combined special permit and
preliminary subdivision plan applications shall conform to all requirements of this Section and
the preliminary subdivision plan requirements of the Planning Board’s Subdivision Rules and
Regulations. Following the grant of a MRD special permit and approval of a preliminary
subdivision plan, the Applicant shall submit a definitive subdivision plan consistent with the
Subdivision Rules and Regulations.

8.5.19 Long-Term Compliance. Subsequent to approval of a MRD special permit, no land therein shall

8.5.20

be sold and no lot line or structure altered from that shown on the approved plan so as to increase
the extent of nonconformity with the standard dimensional regulations of this Bylaw. Prior to
sale of any lot within a MRD, or issuance of a building permit for construction therein, such lots
shall be shown on a plan recorded in the Registry of Deeds or registered with the Land Court,
which plan shall make reference to the recorded land agreements. Unless the Planning Board has
specifically approved staged development, such plan shall show all lots to be included in a MRD.

Reimbursement for Consultants. It is contemplated that in some cases it will be necessary for
the Planning Board to hire consultants in connection with the review and evaluation of
applications for special permits under this Section. The Planning Board will be reimbursed by the
Applicant for the reasonable fees and expenses of such consultants, and each application for a
special permit hereunder shall contain an agreement by the Applicant to that effect.

(Planning Board)
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The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

This article consolidates requirements for Major Residential Development, Flexible Plan Development
and developments with special densities into a section called Special Residential Regulations. Many of
the application, procedural and plan design requirements which exist in the current Bylaw are proposed
to be removed because the Planning Board has adopted very specific rules and regulations for the
administration of this section. The proposed changes do not weaken any existing requirements for these
types of developments.

ARTICLE 28

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Westwood Zoning Bylaw by deleting Section 22. BOARD OF
APPEALS ADMINISTRATION, SPECIAL PERMITS AND VARIANCES; and Section 23.
EXECUTION AND ENFORCEMENT in their entireties and substitute the following therefor, or take
any other action in relation thereto:

SECTION 10.0 ADMINISTRATION AND PROCEDURES
10.1 EXECUTION AND ENFORCEMENT

10.1.1 Execution. The Building Inspector shall execute the provisions of this Bylaw, except where
otherwise provided, and in so doing shall have the same powers as are provided for the execution
of the Massachusetts State Building Code. The Building Inspector shall issue no permit for the
construction, alteration or relocation of any building or structure if the building or structure as
constructed, altered or relocated would be in violation of this Bylaw; and no permit or license
shall be granted for a new use of a building, structure or land which use would be in violation of
this Bylaw. Where a special permit or other permit is required pursuant to the provisions of this
Bylaw, or where an appeal or petition involving a variance, special permit or other permit is
pending, the Building Inspector shall issue no building permit until such permit is granted and the
applicable appeal period has expired or such appeal is no longer pending.

10.1.2 Building Permits. Applications for permits shall be accompanied by a certified plot plan,
submitted in duplicate, of the lot showing the exact location and size of the actual dimensions of
the lot and the exact location and size of the buildings or structures already upon the lot, and of
the other buildings or structures to be constructed or altered, together with the streets adjacent to
the lot. Construction or operations pursuant to a building or special permit shall conform to any
subsequent amendment of this Bylaw unless the use or construction is commenced within six (6)
months after the issuance of the permit and, in cases involving construction, unless such
construction is continued through to completion as continuously and expeditiously as is
reasonable.

10.1.3 Occupancy Permits. It shall be unlawful to reduce the open spaces on any lot, or to initially use
any building or structure hereafter constructed or to occupy or use any building or structure for a
purpose other than that for which it was designed (as set forth in the permit for its construction, if
any), until the Building Inspector has issued an occupancy permit. Such permit shall not be
issued unless and until the Building Inspector has found the premises to be in apparent
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10.1.4 Enforcement.

conformity in all applicable respects to the provisions of this Bylaw or decision rendered

hereunder.

10.1.4.1

10.1.4.2

10.1.4.3

If the Building Inspector shall be informed or have reason to believe that any
provision of this Bylaw or any permit or decision hereunder has been, is being, or
is about to be violated, he shall make or cause to be made an investigation of the
facts, including the inspection of the premises where the violation may exist, and
if the Building Inspector finds any violation, he shall give immediate notice in
writing to the owner or duly authorized agent and to the occupant of the
premises. If after such notice, a violation occurs, with respect to any building,
structure or use contrary to the provisions of this Bylaw, the Building Inspector
shall forthwith revoke any permit issued in connection with the premises and
shall take such other action as is necessary to enforce the provisions of this
Bylaw.

If the Building Inspector is requested in writing to enforce this Bylaw against any
person allegedly in violation thereof and declines to act, the Building Inspector
shall notify, in writing, the party requesting such enforcement of any action or
refusal to act, and the reasons therefor, within fourteen (14) days of receipt of
such request. If the Building Inspector is so requested in writing and does not
decline to act, he shall give written notice of his disposition of the matter to the
party making such request within thirty (30) days of such receipt.

Any person taking cognizance of a violation of the Zoning Bylaw that he is
empowered to enforce (including without limitation the Building Inspector and
any police officer), hereinafter referred to as the enforcing person, as an
alternative to initiating criminal proceedings, may give to the offender a written
notice to appear before the clerk of the district court having jurisdiction thereof at
any time during office hours, not later than twenty-one (21) days after the date of
such notice, in which event the procedure for enforcement shall be as set forth in
M.G.L. Chapter 40, Section 21D.

10.1.5 Penalty for a Criminal Complaint. Any person, firm or corporation who violates, disobeys,

10.1.6

10.1.7 Appeals.

neglects or refuses to comply with any provisions of this Bylaw, or any of the conditions under
which a permit or special permit is issued, or any decision rendered hereunder, shall be subject to

a fine not to exceed the amount of two hundred dollars ($200.00) for each offense, which shall be

recovered as provided by law and shall inure to the Town. Each day that any such violation

continues shall constitute and be considered a separate offense.

Penalty for Noncriminal Complaint. In addition to the procedures for enforcement as described
in this Section, the provisions of this Bylaw may be enforced by the Building Inspector by
noncriminal complaint pursuant to the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 40, Section 21D. The
penalty for a violation enforced hereunder shall be one hundred dollars ($100.00) for each

offense. Each day that such violation continues shall constitute and be considered a separate

offense.
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10.1.8

10.2

10.2.1

10.2.2

10.1.7.1 Appeals to the Board of Appeals may be taken by a person aggrieved by reason
of their inability to obtain a permit or enforcement action under this Zoning
Bylaw, or may be taken by an officer or board of the Town or other person
aggrieved by an order or decision of any administrative official under this Bylaw.
The Petitioner shall file such appeal with the Town Clerk within thirty (30) days
after the refusal of a permit or the issuance of the order of decision. The
Petitioner shall forthwith transmit a copy thereof, with the date of filing certified
by the Town Clerk, with the Board of Appeals or the officer or board whose
order or decision is being appealed. The Board of Appeals shall hold a public
hearing within sixty-five (65) days of the receipt of the petition and shall render a
decision within one hundred (100) days from the date of filing. Failure by the
Board of Appeals to take final action upon a petition within the one hundred
(100)-day period shall be deemed to be a grant of the appeal.

10.1.7.2 A person aggrieved by a decision of the Board of Appeals or the Special Permit
Granting Authority or by the failure of the Board of Appeals to take final action
concerning any appeals, application or petition within the required time or by the
failure of a Special Permit Granting Authority to take final action concerning an
application for a special permit within the required time, whether or not
previously a party to the proceeding, or any municipal officer or board may
appeal to a court of competent jurisdiction within twenty (20) days after the
decision has been filed with the Town Clerk. Notice of such action with a copy
of the complaint shall be filed with the Town Clerk within said twenty (20) days.

Repetitive Appeal, Application or Petition. No appeal, application or petition which has been
unfavorably and finally acted upon by the Board of Appeals or Planning Board shall be favorably
and finally acted upon within two (2) years after the date of such unfavorable action unless the
Board which acted upon the appeal, application or petition, by a unanimous vote if the Board of
Appeals or all but one of the members if the Planning Board, finds specific and material changes
in the conditions upon which the previous unfavorable action was based and describes such
changes in its records. All but one of the members of the Planning Board must also consent to a
repetitive appeal, application or petition initially acted upon by the Board of Appeals after notice
is given to parties in interest of the time and place of the proceedings to consider consent.

BOARD OF APPEALS

Establishment. There is hereby established a Board of Appeals of three (3) members and six (6)
associate members. All members shall be residents of the Town, who shall be appointed by the
Board of Selectmen.

Powers. The Board of Appeals shall have and exercise all the powers granted to it by M.G.L.
Chapters 40A, 40B and 41 and by this Bylaw. The powers of the Board of Appeals are as
follows:

10.2.2.1 To hear and decide applications for special permits. Unless otherwise specified
herein, the Board of Appeals shall serve as the Special Permit Granting
Authority, to act in all matters in accordance with the provisions of Section 10.3,
or as otherwise specified.

10.2.2.2 To hear and decide appeals or petitions for variances from the terms of this
Bylaw, with respect to particular land or structures, as set forth in M.G.L.
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10.2.3

10.2.4

10.3

10.3.1

10.3.2

10.3.3

10.3.4

Chapter 40A, Section 10. The Board of Appeals shall not grant use variances.

10.2.2.3 To hear and decide appeals taken by any person aggrieved by reason of their
inability to obtain a permit or enforcement action from any administrative officer
under the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Sections 8 and 15.

10.2.2.4 To hear and decide comprehensive permits for construction of low or moderate
income housing by a public agency or limited dividend or nonprofit corporation,
as set forth in M.G.L. Chapter 40B, Sections 20 through 23.

Regulations. The Board of Appeals may adopt rules and regulations for the administration of its
powers.

Fees. The Board of Appeals may adopt reasonable administrative fees and technical review fees
for petitions for variances, administrative appeals and applications for comprehensive permits.

SPECIAL PERMITS

Special Permit Granting Authority. Unless specifically designated otherwise, the Board of
Appeals shall act as the Special Permit Granting Authority.

Application. An application for a special permit for uses designated in the Zoning Bylaw shall
be filed with the Town Clerk, who shall forthwith transmit it to the Special Permit Granting
Authority. The Special Permit Granting Authority shall hold a public hearing within sixty-five
(65) days of the filing date and shall render a decision within ninety (90) days from the date of the
public hearing. Failure to take final action within the ninety (90)-day period shall be deemed to
be a grant of the special permit.

Decision. Special permits shall be granted by the Special Permit Granting Authority, unless
otherwise specified herein, only upon its written determination that the adverse effects of the
proposed use will not outweigh its beneficial impacts to the Town or the neighborhood, in view
of the particular characteristics of the site, and of the proposal in relation to that site. In addition
to any specific factors that may be set forth in this Bylaw, the determination shall include
consideration of each of the following:

10.3.3.1 Social, economic or community needs which are served by the proposal;

10.3.3.2 Traffic flow and safety, including parking and loading;

10.3.3.3 Adequacy of utilities and other public services;

10.3.3.4 Neighborhood character, aesthetics and social structures;

10.3.3.5 Impacts on the natural environment; and

10.3.3.6 Potential fiscal impact, including impact on Town services, tax base and
employment.

Procedures. An application for a special permit shall be filed in accordance with the rules and
regulations of the Special Permit Granting Authority.
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10.3.5

10.3.6

10.3.7

10.3.8

10.3.9

10.4

10.4.1

10.4.2

10.4.3

10.4.4

10.4.5

10.4.6

10.4.7

Conditions. Special permits may be granted with such reasonable conditions, safeguards or
limitations on time or use, including performance guarantees, as the Special Permit Granting
Authority may deem necessary to serve the purposes of this Bylaw.

Plans. An Applicant for a special permit shall submit a plan in substantial conformance with the
requirements of the Special Permit Granting Authority.

Regulations. The Special Permit Granting Authority may adopt rules and regulations for the
administration of this Section.

Fees. The Special Permit Granting Authority may adopt reasonable administrative fees and
technical review fees for applications for special permits.

Lapse. Special permits shall lapse if a substantial use thereof or construction thereunder has not
begun, except for good cause, within two (2) years following the filing of the special permit
approval (plus such time required to pursue or await the determination of an appeal referred to in
M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 17 from the grant thereof) with the Town Clerk.

VARIANCES

Permit Granting Authority. Variances from the specific requirements of this Bylaw may be
authorized by the Board of Appeals, except that variances authorizing a use not otherwise
permitted in a particular zoning district shall not be granted.

Application. A petition for a variance shall be filed with the Town Clerk, who shall forthwith
transmit it to the Board of Appeals. The Board of Appeals shall hold a public hearing within
sixty-five (65) days of the receipt of the petition from the Town Clerk and shall render a decision
within one hundred (100) days from the date of filing. Failure by the Board of Appeals to take
final action within the one hundred (100)-day period shall be deemed to be a grant of the
variance.

Findings. Before granting a variance from the requirements of this Bylaw, the Board of Appeals
must specifically find that owing to circumstances relating to soil conditions, shape or topography
of such land or structures and especially affecting such land or structures but not affecting
generally the zoning district in which it is located, a literal enforcement of the provisions of this
Bylaw would involve substantial hardship, financial or otherwise, to the Applicant and that
desirable relief may be granted without substantial detriment to the public good and without
nullifying or substantially derogating from the intent or purpose of this Bylaw.

Procedures. An application for a variance shall be filed in accordance with the rules and
regulations of the Board of Appeals.

Conditions. Variances may be granted with such reasonable conditions, safeguards or limitations
on time or use, including performance guarantees, as the Board of Appeals may deem necessary

to serve the purposes of this Bylaw.

Plans. An Applicant for a variance shall submit a plan in substantial conformance with the
requirements of the Board of Appeals.

Regulations. The Board of Appeals may adopt rules and regulations for the administration of
this Section.
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10.4.8 Fees. The Board of Appeals may adopt reasonable administrative fees and technical review fees
for applications for variances.

10.4.9 Lapse. Any rights authorized by a variance which are not exercised within one (1) year from the
date of grant of such variance shall lapse. The Board of Appeals, in its discretion and upon the
written application of the Applicant, may extend the time for exercise of the variance for a period
not to exceed six (6) months provided that the application for such extension is filed with the
Board of Appeals prior to the expiration of the one (1) year period. If the request for an extension
is not granted, the variance may be reestablished only after notice and new hearing pursuant to
M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 10.

10.5 REPETITIVE BYLAW AMENDMENT

10.5.1 Repetitive Bylaw Amendment. No proposed amendment to this Bylaw which has been
unfavorably acted upon by the Town Meeting shall be considered by the Town Meeting within
two (2) years after the date of such unfavorable action unless adoption of the proposed change has
been recommended in the final report of the Planning Board to the Town Meeting.

(Planning Board)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

This article deals with the administrative and procedural requirements of the Bylaw such as filing for
permits, enforcement, penalties and appeals. The changes to this section involve the elimination of
redundant language as well as the addition of language from state statutes to provide for a better
understanding of these requirements.

ARTICLE 29

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Westwood Zoning Bylaw by renumbering existing Section 7.3,
SENIOR RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT to a new Section 8.6, or take any other action in relation
thereto:

8.6 SENIOR RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT (SRD)

8.6.1 Special Permit Required. A Senior Residential Development shall require the issuance of a
special permit by the Planning Board in compliance with the provisions of this Section.

8.6.2 Conditions. A SRD shall be subject to the following conditions:
8.6.2.1 Occupancy shall be limited to persons who have reached the age of fifty-five (55)
years and their spouses residing with them, respectively, and any physically or

mentally handicapped close relative of a person who has reached the age of fifty-
five (55) years, residing with such person. For purposes hereof, “close relative”
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8.6.3

8.6.4

8.6.2.2

8.6.2.3

8.6.2.4

8.6.2.5

shall mean a parent, grandparent, brother, sister, aunt or uncle, and shall include a
person so related by legal adoption and by the half blood.

There shall be not more than two (2) bedrooms in any dwelling unit.

The SRD shall be developed as a Coordinated Unit, which shall mean a building
or group of buildings under common management and serving a common
function.

No building shall have more than two (2) stories unless the topography of the
land so permits three (3) stories provided that at least two (2) stories have
entrances at ground level and all dwelling units shall have at least one (1) exterior
wall entirely above ground level.

There shall be provided in all cases suitable means of access and egress to and
from dwelling units for handicapped persons.

Types of Permissible Dwellings. The following types of dwellings may be authorized by special
permit granted hereunder:

8.6.3.1

8.6.3.2

8.63.3

8.6.3.4

8.6.3.5

8.6.3.6

8.6.3.7

single-family detached houses;

two-family houses;

two-family semi-detached houses;
townhouse-type dwelling units;

garden apartments;

duplex-over-duplex type dwelling units; or

any combination of such housing types or other housing types determined by the
Planning Board to be appropriate for a SRD.

Specific Restrictions. A SRD shall also be subject to the following specific restrictions:

8.6.4.1

8.6.4.2

The dwelling unit density shall not exceed sixteen (16) dwelling units per acre.
To determine whether the dwelling unit density rate does not exceed this
maximum, all land in the development lot or parcel not reasonably suited for
residential development shall be excluded, and (subject to such exclusion), all
land therein utilized for access and egress, parking, buffer areas or dedicated to
public ownership as open space shall be included. The determination of
compliance with this provision shall be made by the Planning Board, which shall
take into consideration any graphic or analytic materials provided by the
Applicant.

Front yard setbacks may be reduced to not less than twenty (20) feet. The
minimum distance between detached buildings, including the distance to
buildings permissible on adjacent properties, shall be thirty (30) feet or the height
of the taller building, whichever is greater.
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8.6.5

8.6.6

8.6.7

8.6.8

8.6.4.3 There shall be provided at least one (1) off-street parking space for each bedroom
in each dwelling unit (at least one (1) space for each unit), reserved for the use of
such dwelling unit and within one hundred fifty (150) feet thereof.

8.6.4.4 The maximum permitted lot coverage for a SRD shall be thirty percent (30%),
including roadways and parking areas.

8.6.4.5 Any special permit granted hereunder shall incorporate by reference the site plan
approval.

Procedures. An application for a special permit for a SRD shall be filed in accordance with the
rules and regulations of the Planning Board.

Plans. An application for a special permit for a SRD shall submit a plan in conformance with the
rules and regulations of the Planning Board.

Decision. A special permit for a SRD shall be granted by the Planning Board, unless otherwise
specified herein, only upon its written determination that the adverse effects of the proposed use
will not outweigh its beneficial impacts to the Town or the neighborhood, in view of the
particular characteristics of the site, and of the proposal in relation to that site. In addition to any
specific factors that may be set forth in this Bylaw, the determination shall include consideration
of each of the following:

8.6.7.1 Impact on the quantity and quality of available housing choices for residents
fifty-five (55) years of age and older, with a range of income levels and physical
abilities;

8.6.7.2 Proximity of the proposed development to public transportation, open space,

neighborhood shopping and service facilities;

8.6.7.3 Impact on the natural environment;
8.6.7.4 Impact on vehicular and pedestrian movement and safety;
8.6.7.5 Compatibility of the proposed development with the surrounding neighborhood.

Compliance with Subdivision Rules and Regulations. Nothing contained herein shall in any
way exempt a proposed SRD involving a subdivision from compliance with the rules and
regulations of the Planning Board governing the subdivision of land or the rules and regulations
of any other Town board having jurisdiction. Nor shall this Section in any way affect the right of
the Board of Health and of the Planning Board to approve, with or without modifications, or
disapprove a subdivision plan in accordance with the provisions of such rules and regulations and
of the Subdivision Control Law.

(Planning Board)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.
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This article is only to renumber the section of the Bylaw dealing with Senior Residential Development.
Because of some concerns raised by residents this article does not make any change to existing
requirement for two permits to be applied for in order to build this type of development.

ARTICLE 30

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Westwood Zoning Bylaw by 1) renumbering existing Section
7.4, RESIDENTIAL RETIREMENT COMMUNITY to new Section 8.7 and by 2) inserting a new
Subsection 8.7.3 entitled “Restrictions” as follows, or take any other action in relation thereto:

8.7

8.7.1

8.7.2

8.7.3

RESIDENTIAL RETIREMENT COMMUNITY (RRC)

Special Permit Required. A Residential Retirement Community shall require the issuance of a
special permit by the Board of Appeals in compliance with the provisions of this Section.

General. A RRC is a development of land comprising townhouse or apartment type dwellings,
under-over type dwellings, multiple type dwellings, or any combination of such housing types,
with resident services, operated or sponsored as a Coordinated Unit by a corporation or
organization having among its principal purposes the provision of housing for retired and aging
persons. Such facility may also include a restorative care center/skilled nursing facility. A
Coordinated Unit is a building or group of buildings under common management and serving
purposes which assist the elderly in maintaining an independent lifestyle. The program of
resident services may include restorative care center/skilled nursing, transportation, laundry,
financial, barber/beautician, medical evaluation, home health, adult day care and respite care
services, meals on wheels, both scheduled and unscheduled exercise, recreational and educational
activities, and other similar services or activities. These programs and services will be primarily
for the benefit of residents of the RRC and/or the Town.

Restrictions. A RRC shall be subject to the following restrictions:

8.7.3.1 Age Limitation. Occupancy of dwelling units shall be limited to persons who
have reached the age of sixty-two (62) years and any close relative of a person
who has reached the age of sixty-two (62) years, residing with such person. For
purposes hereof, “close relative” shall mean a lineal ancestor, lineal descendant,
brother, sister, aunt or uncle, and shall include a person so related by legal
adoption and by the half blood.

8.7.3.2 Lot Area. The minimum lot area shall be five (5) acres.
8.7.3.3 Lot Frontage. The minimum lot frontage shall be one hundred sixty (160) feet.
8.7.3.4 Building Height. The maximum building height shall be five (5) stories,

provided that no more than sixty percent (60%) of the building footprint shall be
built upon to a height in excess of four (4) stories. Building footprints shall be
measured at the building foundation, but shall exclude covered walkways
connecting adjacent buildings.

8.7.3.5 Density Limitation. The total number of dwelling units within a RRC shall not
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exceed four and one-half (4%2) dwelling units per acre or one and one-half (12 )
nursing facility beds per acre.

8.7.4 Procedures. An application for a special permit for a RRC shall be filed in accordance with the
rules and regulations of the Board of Appeals.

8.7.5 Plans. An application for a special permit for a RRC shall submit a plan in conformance with the
rules and regulations of the Board of Appeals.

8.7.6  Decision. A special permit for a RRC shall be granted by the Board of Appeals, unless otherwise
specified herein, only upon its written determination that the adverse effects of the proposed use
will not outweigh its beneficial impacts to the Town or the neighborhood, in view of the
particular characteristics of the site, and of the proposal in relation to that site.

8.7.7 Compliance with Subdivision Rules and Regulations. Nothing contained herein shall in any
way exempt a proposed RRC involving a subdivision from compliance with the rules and
regulations of the Planning Board governing the subdivision of land or the rules and regulations
of any other Town board having jurisdiction. Nor shall this Section in any way affect the right of
the Board of Health and of the Planning Board to approve, with or without modifications, or
disapprove a subdivision plan in accordance with the provisions of such rules and regulations and
of the Subdivision Control Law.

(Planning Board)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

This article incorporates the existing age limitation and density requirements for a Residential Retirement
Community into the appropriate section.

ARTICLE 31

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Westwood Zoning Bylaw by deleting Section 16D. INTERIM
DEVELOPMENT RATE CONTROL in its entirety, or take any other action in relation thereto.

(Planning Board)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

This article deletes the section on Interim Development Rate Control because the provision expired in
1998.
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ARTICLE 32

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Westwood Zoning Bylaw by deleting Section 5.0
APPLICATION OF USE REGULATIONS; Section 17.0 ACCESSORY USES; and Section 18.0
NONCONFORMING USES AND STRUCTURES in their entireties and insert a new Section 4.0
APPLICATION OF USE REGULATIONS that reads as follows, or take any other action in relation
thereto:

SECTION 4.0 USE REGULATIONS
4.1 PRINICIPAL USES

4.1.1 General. No building or structure shall be constructed, and no building, structure or land shall be
used, in whole or in part, for any purpose other than for one or more of the uses herein set forth as
permitted in the district in which said building, structure or land is located, or set forth as
permissible by special permit in said district, and so authorized, nor shall any building or
structure be constructed or used on a lot lying only partly within the Town of Westwood unless
the Westwood portion of the lot shall meet the zoning requirements herein set forth, and the lot
shall have effective access to the Town of Westwood. There shall be no more than one non-
agricultural principal use for each lot in a Residential District, except as may otherwise be
provided herein.

4.1.2 Table of Principal Uses. The Table of Principal Uses designates which Principal Uses are
allowed in each zoning district.

A Use is permitted by right in any district under which it is denoted by the letter “Y”.
A Use is prohibited in any district under which it is denoted by the letter “N”.

A Use may be permitted by special permit from the Board of Appeals in any district under which
is denoted by the letters “BA”.

A Use may be permitted by special permit from the Planning Board in any district under which is
denoted by the letters “PB”.
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DISTRICTS

PRINCIPAL USE

SRA SRB SRC SRD SRE GR SR LBA LBB HB I ARO
4.1.3 Residential Uses
4.1.3.1 Single-Family Dwelling Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N N N N N
4.1.3.2 Conversion of One-Family Dwelling to Two-Family Dwelling per Section 8.1 BA BA BA BA BA BA BA N N N N N
4.1.3.3 Two-Family Dwelling per Section 8.2 N N N N N BA N N N N N N
4.1.3.4 Major Residential Development per Section 8.5 PB PB PB PB PB PB PB N N N N N
4.1.3.5 Senior Residential Development per Section 8.6 PB PB PB PB PB PB PB N N N N N
4.1.3.6 Residential Retirement Community per Section 8.7 N N N N N N N N N N N BA
4.1.3.7 Nursing or Convalescent Home N N N N N N N N N N BA'
4.1.3.8 Assisted Living Residence N N N N N N N N N N BA'
4.1.4 Exempt and Institutional Uses
4.1.4.1 Use of land or structures for religious purposes Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
4.1.4.2 Use of land or structures for educational purposes on land owned or leased
by the commonwealth or any of its agencies, subdivisions or bodies politic or by a Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
religious sect or denomination, or by a nonprofit educational corporation
4.1.4.3 Child Care Facility in new building BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA
4.1.4.4 Child Care Facility in existing building Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
4.1.4.5 Use of land for the primary purpose of agriculture, horticulture or floriculture v v v v v v v v v v v v
on a parcel of more than five (5) acres in area
4.1.4.6 Facility for the sale of produce, and wine and dairy products, provided that
during the months of June, July, August and September of every year, or during the
harvest season of the primary crop, the majority of such products for sale, based on Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
either gross sales dollars or volume, have been produced by the owner of the land
containing more than five (5) acres in area on which the facility is located
4.1.4.7 Municipal Facilities Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
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DISTRICTS
PRINCIPAL USE
SRA SRB SRC SRD SRE GR SR
4.1.4 Exempt and Institutional Uses, continued
4.1.4.8 Essential Services BA BA BA BA BA BA BA
4.1.4.9 Extension of existing cemetery Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
4.1.4.10 Public Utility

4.1.5 Commercial Uses

4.1.5.1 Non-Exempt Agricultural Use Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
4.1.5.2 Non-Exempt Farm Stand for wholesale or retail sale of products BA BA BA BA BA BA BA
4.1.5.3 Animal Clinic or Hospital N N N N N N N
4.1.5.4 Funeral Home N N N N N N N
4.1.5.5 Motel or Hotel on five (5) acres or more N N N N N N N
4.1.5.6 Retail sales and services, less than 8,000 square feet N N N N N N N
4.1.5.7 Retail sales and services, 8,000 square feet or more N N N N N N N
4.1.5.8 Motor Vehicle Sales and Rental; other open air sales N N N N N N N
4.1.5.9 Motor Vehicle General Repairs and Body Repair N N N N N N N
4.1.5.10 Motor Vehicle Light Service N N N N N N N
4.1.5.11 Restaurant, without entertainment N N N N N N N
4.1.5.12 Restaurant, with entertainment N N N N N N N
4.1.5.13 Fast Order Food Establishment N N N N N N N
4.1.5.14 Kennel, Commercial N N N N N N N
4.1.5.15 Business or Professional Services Establishment N N N N N N N
4.1.5.16 Office of doctor or dentist not a resident on premises N N N N N BA N
4.1.5.17 Bank, Financial Institution N N N N N N N
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DISTRICTS

PRINCIPAL USE
SRA SRB SRC SRD SRE GR SR LBA LBB HB I ARO

4.1.5 Commercial Uses, continued
4.1.5.18 Commercial Recreation, Outdoor N N N N N N N N N BA N N
4.1.5.19 Commercial Recreation, Indoor N N N N N N N BA BA BA BA BA
4.1.5.20 Golf Course Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
4.1.5.21 Business Services N N N N N N N Y Y Y N
4.1.5.22 Personal Services Establishment N N N N N N N Y Y Y N
4.1.5.23 General Services Establishment N N N N N N N N N BA N N
4.1.5.24 Campground, wildlife preserve, fishing grounds operated not for profit Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
4.1.5.25 Printing/copy/publishing establishment, less than 4,000 square feet N N N N N N N Y Y Y N
4.1.5.26 Printing/copy/publishing establishment, 4,000 square feet or more N N N N N N N BA BA Y N
4.1.5.27 Major Business Development per Section 7.2 N N N N N N N PB PB PB PB PB
4.1.5.28 Building Trade Shop in an establishment with less than 8,000 square feet N N N N N N N Y’ Y? N
4.1.5.29 Building Trade Shop in an establishment with 8,000 square feet or more N N N N N N N BA BA Y N
4.1.5.30 Commercial laundry, dry cleaning, dye work, carpet cleaning N N N N N N N N N BA BA N
4.1.5.31 Public Communications Use N N N N N N N BA* BA* N
4.1.6 Industrial Uses
4.1.6.1 Earth Material Removal per Section 7.1 BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA
4.1.6.2 Light Manufacturing N N N N N N N N N N
4.1.6.3 Warehouse, wholesale or distribution facility without outdoor storage N N N N N N N N N Y Y N
4.1.6.4 Warehouse, wholesale or distribution facility with outdoor storage N N N N N N N N N BA BA N
4.1.6.5 Manufacturing N N N N N N N N N Y Y N
4.1.6.6 Junkyard or Automobile Graveyard N N N N N N N N N N N N
4.1.6.7 Research and Development N N N N N N N N N Y Y Y
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4.1.6.8 Self-Storage or Mini-Storage Facility

PRINCIPAL USE

4.1.7 Other Uses
4.1.7.1 Commercial outdoor parking
4.1.7.2 Parking Garage

4.1.7.3 Drive-Through Service

4.1.7.4 Temporary Structure, building or use not in conformance with this Bylaw,
but not for more than one (1) year, or extended over more than a total of three (3)
years

SRA

BA
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4.2

4.3

43.1

NOTES FOR TABLE OF PRINCIPAL USES
Accessory dwellings may be allowed to the extent expressly allowed by the special permit.

Retail sales and services in an Industrial District are subject to conditions to be imposed by the
Board of Appeals to assure that the activity chiefly serves the vicinity rather than a larger region,
evidenced by the categories of sales and services offered, location and orientation of signage, and
location of the business.

For only retail sales and services in the Local Business Districts that do not require a special
permit pursuant to other sections of the Bylaw and do not involve Adult Uses or live animals.

For only retail sales and services in the Highway Business District that do not require a special
permit pursuant to other sections of the Bylaw and do not involve Adult Uses.

A Restaurant (which does not include a Fast Order Food Establishment) in an Industrial District
can not exceed 4,000 square feet, subject to conditions to be imposed by the Board of Appeals to
assure that the activity chiefly serves the vicinity rather than a larger region.

In addition to meeting all other requirements for a special permit for a Fast Order Food
Establishment in the Highway Business District, the Applicant shall be required to submit the
opinion of a qualified professional expert, and the data upon which such opinion is based,
showing to the reasonable satisfaction of the Board of Appeals that the facilities for on-site
parking (taking into account all other uses and activities that share the premises with the proposed
use) will be sufficient to serve the employees and customers of such establishment without
encroaching upon or using neighboring streets or property.

A special permit from the Board of Appeals will be required if there is outdoor storage of
equipment or materials.

Does not include wireless communications facilities.
ACCESSORY USES

Table of Accessory Uses. The Table of Accessory Uses designates which Accessory Uses are
allowed in each zoning district.

A Use is permitted by right in any district under which it is denoted by the letter “Y”.
A Use is prohibited in any district under which it is denoted by the letter “N”.

A Use may be permitted by special permit from the Board of Appeals in any district under which
is denoted by the letters “BA”.

A Use may be permitted by special permit from the Planning Board in any district under which is
denoted by the letters “PB”.
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ACCESSORY USE

4.3.2 Accessory Uses in All Districts

4.3.2.1 Any use allowed in that district as a Principal Use.

4.3.2.2 Any use allowed in that district by special permit as a Principal Use, subject
to the same conditions as a Principal Use.

4.3.2.3 Uses, whether or not on the same premises as uses permitted as of right,
accessory to uses permitted as of right, which are necessary in connection with
scientific research or scientific development or related production.

4.3.2.4 When associated with otherwise permitted agricultural operations on a lot
with not more than five (5) acres, the following: (1) kennel, (2) salesroom or stand,
(3) any building or structure devoted to productive agricultural use which, together
with any other such buildings or structures on the premises, covers more than five
hundred (500) square feet or contains more than five thousand (5,000) cubic feet.

4.3.3 Accessory Uses in Residential Districts

4.3.3.1 Private garage for not more than three (3) passenger motor vehicles (including
not more than one (1) commercial vehicle).

4.3.3.2 The garaging or maintaining of more than three (3) passenger motor vehicles,
or of more than one (1) commercial vehicle, but only where in connection with a
Principal Use on the same premises.

4.3.3.3 Private greenhouse, stable, tool shed, playhouse, tennis court, swimming pool,
or other similar building or structure for domestic use. Swimming pools shall be
enclosed as required by the Massachusetts State Building Code, as amended from time
to time.

4.3.3.4 Raising or keeping of animals, livestock or poultry as pets or for use by the
resident of the premises.

4.3.3.5 Renting of rooms by a resident owner, or the furnishing of table board in a
dwelling by the resident owner, to not more than three (3) persons other than members
of the family.

4.3.3.6 Office, studio or workroom for the conduct of a profession or customary home
occupation, subject to the conditions in Subsections 4.4.1 through 4.4.2.

4.3.3.7 Parking or storage area, for use by the occupant of the dwelling, for the
purpose of parking or storing in the rear of the yard and not substantially visible from
the street one of the following: one (1) unoccupied recreational vehicle of less than
thirty (30) feet length; one (1) inoperative passenger which has not been partially or
wholly dismantled.

4.3.3.8 Parking or storage area, for use by the occupant of the dwelling, for the
purpose of parking or storing in the rear of the yard and not substantially visible from
the street one of the following: one (1) unoccupied recreational vehicle of thirty (30)
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feet length or more.

ACCESSORY USE

4.3.3 Accessory Uses in Residential Districts, continued

4.3.3.9 Kennel or animal clinic or hospital, if located on the same premises as a
dwelling unit and conducted by a resident thereof.
4.3.3.10 Salesroom or stand for the sale of nursery, greenhouse, garden or other

agricultural produce (including articles of home manufacture from such produce), but

only where the major portion thereof is raised on the premises (or made from
products so raised).

4.3.3.11 The use by a resident builder, carpenter, painter, plumber or other artisan
for incidental work and storage in connection with this off-premise trade, subject to
the conditions in Subsections 4.4.1 through 4.4.2.

4.3.3.12 Accessory apartment consisting of a second dwelling unit located within a
detached one-family dwelling, or a building accessory thereto, subject to the
conditions in Subsections 4.4.3 through 4.4.9.

4.3.3.13 Family Day Care, Large

4.3.3.14 Family Day Care, Small

4.3.3.15 Adult Day Care Facility for no more than twenty (20) adult clients and
operated by the owner of the premises

4.3.4 Accessory Uses in All Nonresidential Districts
4.3.4.1 Living quarters for necessary caretakers and watchmen
4.3.4.2 Transient accommodations for business visitors to the premises

4.3.5 Accessory Uses in Industrial and ARO Districts

4.3.5.1 Retail uses, such as cafeterias, snack bars, gift shops and vending machines
dispensing food, soft drinks and incidental merchandise items; provided that any
such uses shall be conducted primarily for the convenience of employees and the
clientele of the principal use of the premises and shall be wholly within a building
and have no exterior advertising display.

4.3.5.2 Display and sale of products of manufacturing activities conducted on the
premises.

4.3.5.3 Operations required to maintain or support any uses permitted in the
Industrial District, if conducted on the same lot as the permitted use, such as
maintenance and machine shops, power plants and keeping of animals.

SRA

BA

BA

BA

BA

BA

122

SRB

BA

BA

BA

BA

BA

BA

SRC SRD
BA BA
BA BA
BA BA
BA BA
BA BA

Y Y
BA BA
N N
N N
N N
N N

DISTRICTS
SRE GR SR

BA BA BA

BA BA BA

BA BA BA

BA BA BA

BA BA BA

BA BA BA

LBA LBB
N N
N N
N N
N N
N N
N N
Y Y
N N
N N
N N

HB

ARO

BA



DISTRICTS
ACCESSORY USE
SRA SRB SRC SRD SRE GR SR LBA LBB HB I ARO

4.3.5 Accessory Uses in Industrial and ARO Districts, continued

4.3.5.4 Parking Garage N N N N N N N N N N Y BA
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4.4

4.4.1

4.42

443

NOTES FOR TABLE OF ACCESSORY USES

Home Occupations. Home Occupations may include, but are not limited to, the office of a
physician, dentist, attorney, architect, engineer, real estate agent or insurance agent, the studio of
an artist, musician or teacher, or the workroom of a dressmaker, milliner and photographer.

Conditions. Home Occupations are subject to the following conditions:

4421

4422

4423

4424

4425

Not more than two (2) persons other than the residents of the premises shall be
regularly employed thereon in connection with such use;

No stock in trade shall be regularly maintained except for products of the
occupation itself, or for goods or materials customarily used incidental to its
performance;

Such use shall not produce noise or other effects observable at the lot lines in
amounts exceeding those normal to residential property;

No external change shall be made which alters the residential appearance of the
buildings or structures on the premises; and

There shall be no exterior display or other outward evidence that the premises are
being used for any purpose other than residential (except for a sign as herein
permitted).

Accessory Apartments. Accessory Apartments are subject to the following conditions:

443.1

4432

4433

4434

4435

The principal dwelling or accessory building or structure to be altered or
constructed to include an accessory apartment shall be a single family dwelling
or building accessory thereto that conforms to all applicable provisions of this
Bylaw and which is located on a lot fully conforming to all applicable provisions
of this Bylaw.

The principal dwelling or accessory building or structure to be altered or
constructed shall maintain the appearance of a single family structure.

The owner of the principal dwelling shall be comprised of one or more
individuals who constitute a family, who holds title directly or indirectly to such
dwelling, and for whom such dwelling is the primary residence for voting and tax
purposes.

The accessory apartment shall contain not less than five hundred (500) square
feet of habitable floor area, and the floor area of the accessory apartment shall
not exceed either thirty-three percent (33%) of the floor area of the combined
dwelling or dwellings if the footprint of the principal dwelling is not changed or
twenty-four percent (24%) in other cases. In no case shall the accessory
apartment exceed nine hundred (900) square feet.

Adequate provision shall be made for the disposal of sewage, waste and drainage

to be generated by the occupancy of the accessory apartment, in accordance with
the requirements of the Board of Health.
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4.4.4

445

4.4.6

4.4.7

44.3.6 Adequate provision shall be made for ingress and egress to the outside from the
accessory apartment.

4.4.3.7 All stairways to second or third stories shall be enclosed within the exterior walls
of the building in which the accessory apartment is located.

4438 Each parking space and the driveway leading thereto shall be paved or shall have
an all-weather gravel surface. No motor vehicle shall be regularly parked on the
premises other than in such a parking space.

4439 No parking space shall be located within a street right-of-way.

4.43.10 Where there are more than two (2) outdoor parking spaces, they shall be screened
with evergreen or dense deciduous plantings, walls or fences or a combination
thereof or other similar barriers. Screening shall be sufficient to minimize the
visual impact on abutters and to maintain the single-family appearance of the
neighborhood.

4.43.11 Off-street parking shall be provided for each automobile used by an occupant of
the principal dwelling or the accessory apartment.

4.43.12 There shall be no more than one (1) accessory apartment per lot.

Maximum Number. All applications for a special permit pursuant to this Section shall be acted
upon in the order in which they are filed. The maximum number of special permits to be issued
shall be equal to one percent (1%) of the current number of households in Town.

Other Permits. No accessory apartment shall be constructed without the issuance of a building
permit by the Building Inspector. No use as an accessory apartment shall be permitted unless a
certificate of occupancy therefor, issued by the Building Inspector, shall be in effect. A
certificate of occupancy shall not be issued unless the Building Inspector determines that the
accessory apartment is in conformity with the special permit issued therefor and the provisions of
this Bylaw.

Owner Occupancy. A certificate of occupancy shall be issued only to the owner of the principal
dwelling or to an individual who has contracted to purchase the principal dwelling on a date
within ninety (90) days following the date of application for a special permit hereunder (herein
referred to as a “Prospective Purchaser Applicant”), and shall not be transferable. Upon a special
permit becoming null and void, the certificate of occupancy relating to the principal dwelling
with respect to which such special permit shall have been issued shall automatically become null
and void.

Limit. A special permit issued pursuant to this Section, whether to a Prospective Purchaser
Applicant or otherwise, shall automatically become null and void upon the expiration of ninety
(90) days following such time as the principal dwelling ceases to be occupied as the primary
residence of the owner therefor for voting and tax purposes, or, in the case of a special permit
issued to a Prospective Purchaser Applicant who shall not, within ninety (90) days following the
date of such Applicant’s application for a special permit hereunder, become an owner (or one of
two or more persons comprising an owner) of the principal dwelling, meeting the requirements
herein, upon the expiration of ninety (90) days following the date of such application.
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4.4.8

4.4.9

4.5

4.5.1

452

453

454

4.5.5

Renting of Rooms. There shall be no renting of rooms and/or the furnishing of table board on
any premises in which a special permit pursuant to this Section is in effect.

Enforcement. If there is not compliance with the conditions of the special permit pursuant to
this Section, the Building Inspector shall enforce the provisions of this Bylaw.

NONCONFORMING USES AND STRUCTURES

Applicability. This Section shall not apply to structures or uses lawfully in existence or lawfully
begun, or to a building or special permit issued before the first publication of notice of the public
hearing required by M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 5 at which this Bylaw, or any relevant part
thereof, was adopted. Such prior, lawfully existing nonconforming uses and structures may
continue, provided that no modification of the use or structure is accomplished, unless authorized
hereunder.

Nonconforming Uses. The Board of Appeals may grant a special permit to change a
nonconforming use in accordance with this Section only if it determines that such change or
extension shall not be substantially more detrimental than the existing nonconforming use to the
neighborhood. The following types of changes to nonconforming uses may be considered by the
Board of Appeals:

4521 Change or substantial extension of the use.

Nonconforming Structures. The Board of Appeals may grant a special permit to reconstruct,
extend, alter or change a nonconforming structure in accordance with this Section only if it
determines that such reconstruction, extension, alteration or change shall not be substantially
more detrimental than the existing nonconforming structure to the neighborhood. The following
types of changes to nonconforming structures may be considered by the Board of Appeals:

4.53.1 Reconstructed, extended or structurally changed.

4532 Altered to provide for a substantially different purpose or for the same purpose in
a substantially different manner or to a substantially greater extent.

New or Expansion of Nonconformity. The reconstruction, extension or structural change of a
nonconforming structure in such a manner as to increase an existing nonconformity, or create a
new nonconformity, including the extension of an exterior wall at or along the same
nonconforming distance within a required setback, shall require the issuance of a special permit
from the Board of Appeals.

Nonconforming Single and Two-Family Residential Structures. Nonconforming single and
two-family residential structures may be reconstructed, extended, altered or structurally changed
upon a determination by the Building Inspector that such proposed reconstruction, extension,
alteration or change does not increase the nonconforming nature of said structure. The following
circumstances shall not be deemed to increase the nonconforming nature of said structure:

4551 Alteration to a structure which complies with all current setback, yard, building
coverage and building height requirements but is located on a lot with
insufficient lot area, where the alteration will also comply with all of said current
requirements.

126



4.5.6

4.5.7

4.5.8

459

4552 Alteration to a structure which complies with all current setback, yard, building
coverage and building height requirements but is located on a lot with
insufficient lot frontage, where the alteration will also comply with all of said
current requirements.

4553 Alteration to a structure which encroaches upon one (1) or more required
setback areas, where the alteration will comply with all current setback, yard,
building coverage and building height requirements regardless of whether the lot
complies with current lot area and lot frontage requirements.

4.5.54 Alteration to the side or face of a structure which encroaches upon a required
setback area, where the alteration will not encroach upon such area to a distance
greater than the existing structure regardless of whether the lot complies with
current lot area and lot frontage requirements.

4555 Alteration to a nonconforming structure which will not increase the footprint of
the existing structure provided that existing height restrictions shall not be
exceeded.

Special Permit. In the event that the Building Inspector determines that the nonconforming
nature of such structure would be increased by the proposed reconstruction, extension, alteration
or change, the Board of Appeals may, by special permit, allow such reconstruction, extension,
alteration or change where it determines that the proposed modification will not be substantially
more detrimental to the neighborhood than the existing nonconforming structure.

Abandonment or Non-use. A nonconforming use or structure which has been abandoned, or not
used for a period of two (2) years, shall lose its protected status and be subject to all of the
provisions of this Bylaw.

Reconstruction after Catastrophe or Voluntary Demolition. Any nonconforming structure
may be reconstructed after a catastrophe or after voluntary demolition in accordance with the
following provisions:

4.5.8.1 Reconstruction of said premises shall commence within one (1) year after such
catastrophe or demolition.

4.5.8.2 Building as reconstructed shall be located on the same footprint as the original
nonconforming structure, shall be only as great in volume or area as the original
nonconforming structure.

4583 In the event that the proposed reconstruction would (a) cause the structure to
exceed the volume or area of the original nonconforming structure or (b) cause

the structure to be located other than on the original footprint, a special permit
shall be required from the Board of Appeals prior to such demolition.

Reversion to Nonconformity. No nonconforming use shall, if changed to a conforming use,
revert to a nonconforming use.

(Planning Board)
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The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town

SO vote.

At the 2003 Town Meeting, accessory uses, which were found throughout the Bylaw were consolidated
into one section. This year, these uses will be incorporated into a table format similar to the Table of
Principal Uses. That table is also shown as part of this article.

ARTICLE 33

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Westwood Zoning Bylaw by deleting Section 20. SIGN
REGULATIONS in its entirety and substitute the following therefor, or take any other action in relation

thereto:

6.2 SIGNS

6.2.1 Purpose. The purpose of this Section is to:

6.2.1.1

6.2.1.2

6.2.1.3

6.2.14

6.2.1.5

promote the public safety and convenience of streets, highways, sidewalks and
other pedestrian spaces, and public and private property within public view;

reduce distractions, hazards and obstructions from signage that will have an
adverse impact on vehicular safety;

discourage excessive visual competition in signage;

ensure that signage will adequately aid communication and orientation, identify
uses and activities, and express local history and character;

preserve or enhance town character by requiring new and replacement signage
which is compatible with the surroundings, appropriate to the type of activity to
which it pertains, expressive of the identity of individual proprietors or of the
community as a whole, and appropriately sized in its context.

6.2.2 Definitions. For the purposes of this Section, the following terms shall be defined as indicated
below. Although set forth here for convenience, the terms shall have the same effect as if set
forth in Section 2.0 of this Bylaw.

6.2.2.1

6.2.2.2

6.2.2.3

Awning Sign A sign painted on, incorporated into, or affixed to any fixed or
retractable device, of any material, which extends over or otherwise covers a
sidewalk, courtyard, walkway, eating area, driveway or other area or space.

Banner Sign A sign, frequently constructed of fabric or other flexible material
and frequently displayed on a pole or staff which can be freestanding or attached

to a building or structure, and temporary in nature.

Billboard A freestanding sign larger than thirty-five (35) square feet or a wall
sign covering more than ten percent (10%) of the area to which it is affixed.
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6.2.2.4

6.2.2.5

6.2.2.6

6.2.2.7

6.2.2.8

6.2.2.9

6.2.2.10

6.2.2.11

6.2.2.12

6.2.2.13

6.2.2.14

6.2.2.15

Construction Sign An on-premises sign at a site under construction or to be
developed to identify the contractor, architect, landscape architect and/or
engineer’s name, address and other pertinent information.

Directional Sign A sign limited to pedestrian and vehicular traffic instruction
and/or direction or restrictions on the use of parking areas. ‘“No Parking,”
“Entrance,” “Exit” and “Additional Parking in the Rear” are examples of
directional signs. No sign that identifies the occupant or use of the site shall be
considered a directional sign.

Directory Sign A group of signs clustered together as a single structure or
compositional unit to advertise occupants of the same building or building
complex.

Facade The exterior surface of a building wall facing a street or containing a
public entrance, which corresponds to the height and width of the interior space
owned or leased by the occupant of the building.

Flag A sign, frequently constructed of fabric or other flexible material and
frequently displayed on a pole or staff which can be freestanding or attached to a
building or structure, and temporary in nature. Official flags of governmental
jurisdictions properly displayed and decorative flags on residences shall not be
considered as signs for the purposes of this Section.

Flashing Sign A sign whose illumination is not kept constant in intensity at all
times when in use and which exhibits changes in light, color, direction or
animation. For purposes of this Section, no sign which only indicates the time,
date and temperature shall be considered a flashing sign.

Freestanding Sign A sign structurally separate from a building or structure that is
attached to or part of a self-supporting structure.

Iluminated Sign A sign illuminated by electricity, or other artificial light
including reflective or phosphorescent light and shall include the location of the
source of illumination.

Internally Illuminated Sign A sign which utilizes translucent panels, canvas or
other fabric, letters, devices or other similar components to create an image by
allowing light to pass through.

Landmark Sign An older sign of artistic or historic merit, uniqueness or
extraordinary significance to the Town as identified by the local Historical
Commission.

Marquee Sign A sign painted on, or attached to, a sheltering structure of
permanent construction projecting from and totally supported by the wall and/or
the roof of a building.

Moveable Sign A sign capable of being readily moved or relocated, including

portable signs mounted on a chassis and wheels or supported by legs, sandwich
signs and A-frame signs.
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6.2.3

6.2.2.16

6.2.2.17

6.2.2.18

6.2.2.19

6.2.2.20

6.2.2.21

6.2.2.22

6.2.2.23

6.2.2.24

6.2.2.25

6.2.2.26

6.2.2.27

Municipal Sign A sign installed by the Town.

Off-Premises Sign A sign that advertises, calls attention to or identifies an
occupant of a premises, or the business transacted on a premises or advertises the
property itself or any part thereof for sale or lease which is located elsewhere
than the premises where the sign is maintained. A billboard shall be considered
an off—premises sign.

On-Premises Sign A sign that advertises, calls attention to or identifies an
occupant of a premises on which the sign is maintained, or the business
transacted on a premises or advertises the property itself or any part thereof as for
sale or lease.

Open House Sign A temporary sign announcing an open house during which an
agent or owner will show property for sale or lease.

Projecting Sign A sign which is attached to or suspended from a building or
structure and any part which extends more than six (6) inches from the wall
surface of that building or structure.

Real Estate Sign A temporary sign advertising property being sold or leased.

Roof Sign A sign erected, constructed and maintained wholly upon, connected
to or over the roof, gutter line, top of wall coping or parapet of any building or
structure.

Sign Any temporary or permanent lettering, word, numeral, billboard, pictorial
representation, display, emblem, trademark, device, banner, pennant, insignia or
other figure of similar character, located outdoors or visible outdoors, attached to,
painted on, or in any other manner represented on a building or other structure,
and which is used to announce, direct, attract, advertise or promote.

Special Events Sign A temporary sign that advertises a charitable, nonprofit or
civic event.

Temporary Sign A sign that is used temporarily and is not permanently
mounted. Posters, construction signs, seasonal business signs, real estate signs,
yard sale signs, special event signs, banner signs and open house signs are all
considered to be temporary signs. Hand-held signs are excluded.

Wall Sign A sign painted on, incorporated into, or affixed parallel to the wall of
a building or structure and which extends not more than six (6) inches from the
wall surface of that building or structure.

Window Sign A sign consisting of individual letters or graphics painted or
affixed to either side of the glass surface of a window or door or any interior sign
designed to be visible from the exterior of a building or structure.

Determination of Sign Area. Sign measurement shall be based upon the entire area of the sign,
with a single continuous perimeter enclosing the extreme limits of the actual sign surface. For a
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6.2.4

6.2.5

6.2.6

sign painted on or applied to a building or structure, the area shall be considered to include all
lettering, wording and accompanying designs or symbols together with any background of a
different color than the natural color or finish material of the building or structure. For a sign
consisting of individual letters or symbols attached to or painted on a surface, building wall or
window, the area shall be considered to be that of the smallest rectangle, circle, oval or other
simple straight-lined shape which encompasses all of the letters and symbols. The area of
supporting framework, such as the brackets and posts, shall not be included in the area if such
framework is incidental to the display. When a sign has two (2) or more faces, the area of all
faces shall be included in determining the area, except where two (2) faces are placed back to
back and are at no point more than two (2) feet from each other. In this case, the sign area shall
be taken as the area of either face, and if the faces are unequal, the larger shall determine the area.

Sign Height. No part of any sign or light illuminating a sign shall be at a height in excess of the
Maximum Height as specified in Section 5.2, Table of Dimensional Requirements with respect to
the height of the building or structure situated on the premises to which the sign relates. No part
of any freestanding sign or any light illuminating a sign shall be higher than the highest point of
any building or other structure on the premises on which such sign is located or if a vacant lot, at
a height of no more than ten (10) feet above ground.

Sign Setbacks. Signs over one (1) square foot in area which are not temporary signs shall be set
back at least fifteen (15) feet from the street line. Temporary signs in Nonresidential Districts
shall be set back at least ten (10) feet from the street line.

Permitted Signs in Residence Districts. The following signs may be erected or maintained in
Residential Districts provided such signs are in compliance with all conditions set forth in this
Section. The calculation of maximum number of signs and maximum area of signs does not
include directional signs.

6.2.6.1 The maximum number of signs shall not exceed one (1) exterior sign for each
family residing on the premises, indicating the name of the owner or occupant
and/or the address of the building, or pertaining to the accessory use.

6.2.6.2 The maximum area of each sign shall not exceed one (1) square foot.

6.2.6.3 The sign surface and supporting framework shall be wood or synthetic material
made to resemble wood.

6.2.7 Permitted Signs in Local Business Districts. The following signs may be erected or maintained

in Local Business A and Local Business B Districts provided such signs are in compliance with
all conditions set forth in this Section. The calculation of maximum number of signs and
maximum area of signs does not include directional signs, but does include awning signs,
directory signs, freestanding signs, marquee signs, projecting signs wall signs and window signs.

6.2.7.1 The maximum number of signs shall not exceed the number of commercial
establishments located on the premises, plus one (1) additional sign.

6.2.7.2 The maximum area of one (1) sign shall not exceed seventy-five (75) square feet.
6.2.7.3 The maximum area of all other signs shall not exceed twenty (20) square feet

each or the total square footage of all signs shall not exceed ten percent (10%) of
the facade of the commercial establishment, whichever is less.
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6.2.8

6.2.9

6.2.7.4

The sign surface and supporting framework shall be wood, synthetic material
made to resemble wood or an awning sign made of fabric. Synthetic materials
may only be used for signs installed no less than eight (8) feet above ground
level.

Permitted Signs in Industrial, Highway Business and Administrative-Research-Office
Districts. The following signs may be erected or maintained in an Industrial, Highway Business
and Administrative-Research-Office District provided such signs are in compliance with all
conditions set forth in this Section. The calculation of maximum number of signs and maximum
area of signs shall not include directional signs, but does include awning signs, directory signs,
freestanding signs, marquee signs, projecting signs, wall signs and window signs.

6.2.8.1

6.2.8.2

6.2.8.3

6.2.8.4

The maximum number of signs shall not exceed the number of commercial
establishments located on the premises, plus one (1) additional sign.

The maximum area of one (1) sign shall not exceed one hundred (100) square
feet.

The maximum area of all other signs shall not exceed thirty (30) square feet each
or the total square footage of all signs shall not exceed fifteen percent (15%) of
the facade of the commercial establishment, whichever is less.

The sign surface and supporting framework shall be of a material in compliance
with the applicable provisions of the Massachusetts State Building Code.

Prohibited Signs in All Districts.

6.2.9.1

6.2.9.2

6.2.9.3

6.2.94

6.2.9.5

6.2.9.6

Billboards, flags, balloons, streamers, pennants, banners, strings of lights,
ribbons, spinners or other similar devices shall not be permitted in any District.
Flags and bunting exhibited to commemorate national patriotic holidays and
temporary special events banners announcing charitable, nonprofit or civic events
are exempted from this provision.

Any off-premises sign or any sign advertising a defunct commercial
establishment or organization is not permitted; provided, however, that landmark
signs may be preserved and maintained even if they no longer pertain to the
present use of the premises.

No sign except for a traffic, regulatory or informational sign shall use the words

99 ¢

“stop”, “caution”, or “danger” or shall incorporate red, amber or green lights
resembling traffic signals or shall resemble “stop” or “yield” signs in shape and
color.

Moveable signs shall not be permitted in any District.

Roof signs shall not be permitted in any District.

Except as provided herein, no sign or sign structure shall project or extend over a
public way, including sidewalks.
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6.2.10 Illumination in Residence, Local Business and Administrative-Research-Office Districts.
[lumination of a sign shall be by steady white light which shall be properly shielded. Internally
illuminated signs shall not be permitted.

6.2.11

INlumination in Highway Business and Industrial Districts. Illumination of a sign shall be by
steady white light which shall be properly shielded or by internal illumination of only the
lettering, wording or insignia within the sign.

6.2.12 Illumination and Movement Prohibited in All Districts.

6.2.13

6.2.12.1

6.2.12.2

6.2.12.3

Flashing signs shall not be permitted in any District. No sign which indicates the
time, date and temperature shall be considered a flashing sign provided such
signs meet all other provisions of this Section.

Movement of a sign body or any segment thereof, such as rotating, revolving,
moving up or down or any other type of action involving a change of position of
a sign body or segment thereof, whether caused by mechanical or other means,
shall not be permitted in any District.

No neon or external florescent lighting shall be permitted in any District.

Temporary Signs

6.2.13.1

6.2.13.2

6.2.13.3

6.2.13.4

6.2.13.5

6.2.13.6

6.2.13.7

All temporary signs must be installed with the permission of the property owner
and must be removed within a specified period of time. Temporary signs are not
to be attached to utility poles, fences, walls, trees or other vegetation or upon a
public way. Temporary signs to be placed on Town property require the
approval of the Board of Selectmen.

No temporary sign shall exceed twenty (20) square feet, unless otherwise
provided herein.

There shall no more than two (2) temporary signs installed on a premises.
No temporary sign shall be installed more than three (3) feet above ground level.

In Nonresidential Districts, temporary construction and temporary real estate
signs shall not exceed the following: thirty-two (32) square feet in the Industrial
Districts; twenty-four (24) square feet in the Highway Business and ARO
Districts; twelve (12) square feet in the Local Business Districts and six (6)
square feet in Residential Districts.

In Nonresidential Districts, temporary construction signs may be maintained on
the building or property during construction, and not more than thirty (30) days
following the completion of said construction, but in no case longer than six (6)
months unless such period is extended in writing for good cause by the Building
Inspector. Temporary real estate signs shall be removed by the owner or agent
within thirty (30) days of conveyance.

Political signs are permitted in all Districts.
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6.2.13.8

6.2.13.9

6.2.13.10

6.2.13.11

6.2.13.12

6.2.13.13

Temporary banners may be erected across public ways with the prior written
permission of the Board of Selectmen upon such terms and conditions as it shall
determine, including size, location and design.

Temporary special events signs are permitted for a period of time not to exceed
fourteen (14) consecutive days prior to the advertised event. All said temporary
signs shall be removed within two (2) days after such event.

In Residential Districts, temporary real estate signs shall not exceed six (6)
square feet. Such signs shall advertise only the property on which the sign is
located. A maximum of two (2) such signs may be maintained on any property
being sold or leased and they shall be removed by the owner or agent within
thirty (30) days of conveyance.

Open house signs shall be located only on the property which is for sale, and/or
at nearby intersections to guide potential buyers to that location during the hours

of the open house.

Yard sale signs shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area and shall be removed
within twenty-four (24) hours after the sale.

Temporary signs shall not be illuminated.

6.2.14 Off-Premises Signs.

6.2.14.1

6.2.14.2

Off-premises commercial signs and off-premises commercial directional signs
shall not be permitted in any District.

Off-premises special events signs shall be permitted with permission of the
property owner or Board of Selectmen for Town property and shall comply with
all applicable temporary sign requirements.

6.2.15 Nonconforming Signs.

6.2.15.1

6.2.15.2

6.2.15.3

Nonconforming signs and sign structures may continue to be maintained but shall
not be reconstructed, remodeled, relocated, reworded or redesigned unless it is
brought into conformity with all provisions of this Zoning Bylaw.

Nothing in this Section shall be deemed to prevent the repair and maintenance of
a nonconforming sign including general maintenance, repainting and replacement
of inoperative or deteriorated parts of the sign face. Supporting structures for
nonconforming signs may be replaced, providing that such replacement brings
the structure into more conformity as to height, setback and other requirements.

A nonconforming sign or sign structure which is destroyed or damaged by a
casualty may be restored within six (6) months after such destruction or damage
only after it is shown that the damage did not exceed fifty percent (50%) of the
appraised value of the sign. If such sign or sign structure is destroyed or
damaged to an extent exceeding fifty percent (50%), it shall be removed and shall
not be reconstructed or replaced unless such action brings the sign and sign
structure into conformity with all provisions of this Zoning Bylaw.
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6.2.16

6.2.17

6.2.18

6.2.19

6.2.15.4 A nonconforming sign or sign structure shall be removed within thirty (30) days
if the building or structure containing the use to which the sign is accessory is
demolished or destroyed to an extent exceeding fifty percent (50%) of the
appraised value of the building.

Municipal Signs. Municipal signs are exempt from the provisions of this Section.

Special Permit. The Board of Appeals may grant a special permit for a sign that exceeds the
maximum requirements of area of signs, and number of signs allowed as specified herein and
minimum setback requirements as specified in Section 5.2, Table of Dimensional Requirements
provided that the sign is otherwise in compliance with all other provisions of this Section and
provided further that the Board of Appeals makes the following findings:

6.2.17.1 Applicant has adequately demonstrated that compliance with the provisions of
this Section will be an undue hardship;

6.2.17.2 Sign scale is determined to be in reasonable relation to the scale of the building
or structure and the sizes of signs on nearby structures;

6.2.17.3 Sign size, shape and placement serves to define or enhance architectural elements
of the building or structure such as columns, sill lines, cornices and roof edges;

6.2.17.4 Sign design is harmonious with other signage on the same or adjacent structures
and provides reasonable continuity in mounting location and height, proportions
and materials;

6.2.17.5 Sign materials, colors, lettering style, illumination and form are reasonably
compatible with building design, and surrounding neighborhood;

6.2.17.6 Sign size, location, design and illumination do not present a safety hazard to
vehicular or pedestrian traffic.

Sign Permits. No sign shall be erected, displayed, altered or enlarged until a permit for such
action has been issued by the Building Inspector. Applications may be filed by the owner of the
land, building or structure, or any person who has the authority to erect a sign on the premises.
All applications shall include a scale drawing specifying dimensions, materials, illumination,
letter sizes, color, support systems and location with all relevant measurements. The Building
Inspector shall act within thirty (30) days of receipt of such application and required fee. Sign
permits shall be issued only if the Building Inspector determines that the sign is in compliance
with all provisions of this Section and the State Building Code. Directional signs, landmark
signs, open house signs, public service signs, special event signs, real estate signs and yard sale
signs shall not require a sign permit.

Maintenance. All signs and support structures shall be kept in good repair and shall be painted
or cleaned as often as necessary to maintain a clean, neat, safe and orderly appearance. The
Building Inspector may order the repair of a sign that is not secure, safe or in good state of repair
by written notice to the owner. If the defect in the sign is not corrected within thirty (30) days of
said written notice, the Building Inspector may order the removal of the sign or impose fines as
specified pursuant to Section 10.1, Execution and Enforcement.
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6.2.20 Sign Removal. Any sign which has been ordered removed by the Building Inspector or which is
abandoned or discontinued, shall be removed by the person, firm or corporation responsible for
the sign within thirty (30) days of the written notice.

(Planning Board)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

This article substantially changes the current sign bylaw. The purpose is to promote safety and to
maintain or enhance town character. Various types of signs are clearly defined to eliminate confusion.
Internally lit signs will now be allowed in the Highway Business District (Route 1) identical to what is
allowed in the Industrial District. This does not apply to High Street or Washington Street which are not
zoned Highway Business District. Banners across public ways will be allowed with written permission
from the Board of Selectmen. Greater flexibility is afforded for a sign to exceed the maximum
requirements of this section through the grant of a special permit from the Board of Appeals. Municipal
signs will be exempt from the requirements of this section.

ARTICLE 34

To see if the Town will vote to amend the appropriate Zoning Bylaws, and whatever other Town
Ordinances and/or Bylaws to allow for the following signs and notifications:

The Town shall place at least two but no more than five Banners, approximately 3' by 30' in size,
advertising all Town Elections and Town Meetings in locations, stretched across main thoroughfares in
town, deemed by the Town to be the most appropriate locations to attract the highest visibility by the
most Town citizens. The Banners are to be placed out no earlier than 11 days and no later than 9 days
prior to each such event and only conveying information relating to the date, time and location of any
such event and to be removed no later than two days following such event.

(Doug Obey, 435 High Street)

The Finance Commission, by a vote of 11 in favor and 1 opposed, recommends that the Town
vote Indefinite Postponement.

This article has been brought before the Finance Commission in various forms each of the last 4 years.
There is absolutely no proof that banners will have any effect in increasing participation at Town
meetings or elections. Finance Commission members feel that sufficient notification of Town meetings
and elections already exists. In addition to direct mailings, candidate lawn signs and word-of-mouth,
Westwood has an informative WEB site. Finance Commission, Selectmen and School Committee meetings
are televised on the local cable television channel (Channel 8). The Westwood Press, Neponset Daily
News Transcript and Boston Globe South Sections regularly report on Town issues and events.

The Finance Commission also expressed serious reservations regarding both the locations where the

banners would be displayed and the cost of the article. There is concern that the banners would encroach
on residential neighborhoods. Furthermore, there is no budget allocation to fund this article and
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absolutely no room in the budget for it. In these challenging economic times faced by towns across the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Finance Commission members feel limited and strained financial
resources are better allocated elsewhere.

In conclusion, the Finance Commission urges a vote of Indefinite Postponement.

ARTICLE 35

To see if the Town will vote to transfer from the care, custody and control of the Board of Selectmen to
the care, custody and control of the Conservation Commission, to be managed and controlled by the
Conservation Commission in accordance with and for the purposes of M.G.L.A. Chapter 40,§8C, as
amended, the following parcel of land:

A certain parcel of land in Westwood, Norfolk County, Commonwealth of Massachusetts shown as Lot
15 on a plan entitled “Plan of Land in Westwood, Massachusetts being a subdivision of Lot A2 as shown
on Land Court Plan 12074B” by Paul N. Robinson Associates, Inc., dated October 26, 2002, which plan
is filed as Land Court Plan 12075k.

Said premises having been conveyed to the Town of Westwood by deed of Ogden McClurg Hunnewell,
Robert Cushman Hunnewell and James F. Hunnewell Jr., Trustees of the Sandy Valley Realty Trust, said
deed being dated September 19, 2003 and recorded at the Norfolk County Registry of Deeds.

(Board of Selectmen)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

Articles 35 and 36
See Map on Page 139

The Board of Selectmen accepted two parcels of land from private donations which also had
conservation restrictions.

One parcel is a 4.5 acre of land on Sandy Valley Road (Article 35) abutting the Grimm conservation
area. This parcel of land had a conservation restriction, which was part of a reconfiguration of a larger
21 acre estate. As a result of this reconfiguration, land that could have possibly been developed into 6 to
10 new homes is limited to 2 building parcels.

The second parcel, in Cedar Hill Estates, (Article 36) was a controversial site for the last affordable
home to be built in the subdivision. A settlement was negotiated among the developer, abutting residents,
Conservation Commission, and the Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development
to fund the acquisition of a two family structure to replace the last affordable home in the development
with the understanding that the parcel would be donated to the Town as conservation land.
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ARTICLE 36

To see if the Town will vote to transfer from the care, custody and control of the Board of Selectmen to
the care, custody and control of the Conservation Commission, to be managed and controlled by the
Conservation Commission in accordance with and for the purposes of M.G.L.A. Chapter 40,§8C, as
amended, the following parcel of land:

The land in Westwood, Norfolk County, Massachusetts being shown as Lot A on a certain plan of land
filed in the records of the Norfolk County registry of Deeds in Plan Book 429 as Plan 203 of 1995, being
entitled, “Layout of Cedar Hill estates definitive subdivision of land in Westwood, MA” dated 11-17-89
as revised through 10-28-94

Being the same premises conveyed to the grantors by deed of Wheelock Grant Development Corp., dated
November 24, 2003.

(Board of Selectmen)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.
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Articles 35 and 36
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ARTICLE 37

To see if the Town will vote to transfer from the care, custody and control of the Board of Selectmen to
the care, custody and control of the Conservation Commission, to be managed and controlled by the
Conservation Commission in accordance with and for the purposes of M.G.L.A. Chapter 40,§8C, as
amended, the following parcel of land:

The land in Westwood, Norfolk County, Massachusetts with the buildings and other improvements
located thereon, shown as Parcel "B" on a plan of land entitled "Conifer Lane Definitive Subdivision Plan
of Land Westwood, Mass." dated July 16, 1998, recorded with Norfolk Registry of Deeds as Plan No.706
of 1998, Plan Book 460 Sheets 1-7.

Being part of the premises conveyed to the grantors by deed of Robert N. Goldman, et ux, dated June 25,
1997 recorded with Norfolk Registry of Deeds in Book 11868 Page 657.

Containing 149,030 square feet more or less.

Said premises having been conveyed to the Town of Westwood by deed of William C. Lawrence and
Catherine T. Lawrence, dated April 30, 1999 and recorded at the Norfolk County Registry of Deeds on
May 5, 1999 as Document #068863.

(Conservation Commission)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

See Attached Map
Warren Pond is located on a lot which is currently owned by the Town and controlled by the Board of
Selectmen. It is being maintained in its natural condition as open space for the benefit of the Town and its
residents. It is directly adjacent to the large parcel of land known as the Lowell Woods which is under
the custody of the Conservation Commission. This article would simply transfer control and
responsibility of Warren Pond to the Conservation Commission. It would result in the addition of the
pond to the existing conservation land. Care of the pond could be managed more efficiently under the
guise of the Conservation Commission in conjunction with the Lowell Woods. The Commission
unanimously supports this article.
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ARTICLE 38

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Westwood Zoning Bylaw by deleting Section 3. TYPES OF
DISTRICTS in its entirety and substitute the following therefor or take any other action in relation
thereto:

SECTION 3.0 DISTRICTS
3.1 ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS

For the purpose of this Bylaw, the Town of Westwood is hereby divided into the following types
of districts:

3.1.1 Residential Districts:

Single Residence A District (SRA)
Single Residence B District (SRB)
Single Residence C District (SRC)
Single Residence D District (SRD)
Single Residence E District (SRE)
Special Residence District (SR)
General Residence District (GR)

3.1.2 Nonresidential Districts:

Local Business District A (LBA)

Local Business District B (LBB)
Administrative-Research-Office District (ARO)
Highway Business District (HB)

Industrial District (I)

Industrial-Office District (10)

3.1.3  Overlay Districts:

Adult Uses Overlay District (AUOD)

Flood Area Overlay District (FAOD)

Planned Development Area Overlay District (PDAOD)
Water Resource Protection Overlay District (WRPOD)
Wireless Communications Overlay District (WCOD)

3.2 PURPOSES OF NONRESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS

3.2.1 Local Business. LBA and LBB Districts are intended as locations for businesses to serve the
Town or nearby residential neighborhoods with convenience goods and services, managed so as
to reflect proximity to residential environs.

3.2.2 Administrative-Research-Office. ARO Districts are intended as locations for businesses
engaged in administrative, research and office activities or other uses which may have unusual
requirements for space, light and air and which are clean and quiet and not detrimental to the
residential use of adjacent property.
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3.2.3 Highway Business. HB Districts are intended as locations for businesses to serve a larger market
area from locations which abut or have access to major highways.

3.2.4 Industrial. I and IO Districts are intended as locations for businesses engaged in office,
manufacturing, distribution, retail and restaurant activities.

(Board of Selectmen)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

This article will differentiate the Rte 1 Industrial Zone from University Avenue so the proposed changes
in height will be limited to University Avenue area. It will also insert the PDAOD into the list of districts.

Articles 38 - 47

Articles 38 — 47 on the warrant are sponsored by the Board of Selectmen, and were developed by the
Business Development Advisory Board. Public meetings were held and potential taxpaying businesses
were consulted. The Planning Board reviewed the proposed Zoning Bylaw changes at a public hearing
and voted to support all ten articles. The Finance Commission also held hearings, and voted
unanimously to recommend all ten articles for passage. The response from Westwood residents has been
positive.

The Planning Board has stressed the importance of informing the citizens of Westwood that these zoning
changes represent a significant shift from past planning policies. In 1987, 31% of Westwood’s total
taxable property valuation was commercial property. This relatively high percentage, combined with a
higher tax rate on commercial as compared to residential properties, resulted in lower tax bills to
homeowners. The percentage of taxable valuation that is attributable to commercial property has now
slipped to 13%. As residential values have soared, a high commercial vacancy rate, combined with
relatively lower value of the existing buildings, has contributed significantly to this decline. The changes
proposed in the ten articles would encourage high value commercial development. The positive reception
these proposed changes have received clearly indicates that Westwood is prepared for this significant
revision of its planning policies.

A new Development Overlay District in the Route One area is designed to provide developers with
flexibility while addressing some significant neighborhood concerns about flooding and undesirable
development.

In the Industrial Park at University Avenue careful planning has produced significant improvements to
the aesthetics and infrastructure. The Park is now suitable for offices and some retail.

The Zoning Bylaw changes represented in Articles 38 — 47 are designed to encourage high value
development in these specific locations, generating greater tax revenues for Westwood.

ARTICLE 39

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Westwood Zoning Bylaw by deleting Section 14. LOT SIZE
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REGULATIONS (a) through (f); Section 15(a). Lot Coverage; and Section 16. SETBACK AND YARD
REQUIREMENTS in their entireties and substitute the following therefor, or take any other action in
relation thereto:

SECTION 5.0 DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS

5.1

GENERAL

In all Districts, no building or structure, except a one-story accessory building or structure of
accessory use, shall be constructed on a lot unless said building or structure and lot are in
conformance with the “Dimensional Requirements” specified in the table of Dimensional
Requirements set forth herein for the district in which said building or structure and lot are
located and no more than one building or structure constructed as a dwelling, or so used, shall be
located on each such lot except as may otherwise be provided herein. In all Districts, no building
or structure (except for a flag, utility or light pole) or swimming pool shall be constructed so as to
be nearer to the street line or nearer to the side lines or rear line of its lot unless its location is in
conformance with said Table. Nothing herein shall prevent the projection of eaves, chimneys or
cornices not exceeding eighteen (18) inches in width, or of uncovered steps, window sills or belt
courses into any minimum setback distances or other open space.

(Board of Selectmen)
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5.2

5.2.1
522
523
5.2.4
525
5.2.6
5.2.7
5.2.8
529
5.2.10
5.2.11
5.2.12
5.2.13

TABLE OF DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS'

DISTRICTS

SRA
SRB
SRC
SRD
SRE
GR

SR

LBA
LBB
HB

10
ARO

DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS

Minimum Minimum Minimum Minimum Minimum Maximum Maximum

Minimum Minimum Lot Nonwetland Front Side Yard Rear Yard Building Impervious
Lot Area Lot Frontage  Width Area’ Setback’  Setback’  Setback'  Coverage Surface
(sq ft) (feet) (feet) (sq ft) (feet) (feet) (feet) (%) (%)
12,000 90 90 12,000 25 15° 30° 25 50
20,000 90 90 15,000 25 15° 30° 25 50
40,000 125 125 30,000 40 207 30° 25 50
15,000 90 90 12,000 25 15° 30° 25 50
80,000 175 175 60,000 40 207 30° 25 50
12,000 90 90 12,000 25 15° 30° 25 50
80,000 175 175 60,000 40 207 30° 25 50

4,000 40 40 4,000 40 15° 15 25 80

4,000 40 40 4,000 25 15° 15 25 80
10,000 100 100 10,000 50 15 15 50 80
40,000 200 200 12,000 50 15" 15" 50 80
40,000 200 200 12,000 50 15" 15" 50 80
80,000 175 175 60,000 50 30" 30 30 50
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The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town

SO vote.

This is a housekeeping article to keep tables accurate.

ARTICLE 40

To see if the Town will vote to delete therefrom Section 13(a). HEIGHT REGULATIONS,
Building/Structure Heights in its entirety and substitute the following therefor, or take any other action in

relation thereto:

5.4 HEIGHT REGULATIONS

5.4.1 Building/Structure Heights. In all Districts, no building or structure shall be constructed so as
to exceed in height the “Maximum Height” specified in the following table for the district in

which said building is located.

DISTRICT
5.4.1.1 Single Residence
General Residence

5.4.1.2 Local Business A and B

5.4.1.3 Industrial

5.4.1.4 Industrial-Office

MAXIMUM HEIGHT

Twenty-five (25) feet plus one (1) foot for each
additional foot by which: (i) the setback exceeds
the minimum front setback distance, or (ii) the
narrower side yard exceeds the minimum side
yard setback distance, or (iii) the rear yard
exceeds the minimum rear yard setback distance,
whichever of the three additional distances is the
smallest; provided the height shall not in any case
exceed thirty-five (35) feet.

Thirty-six (36) feet.

Seventy (70) feet and a maximum of five (5)
stories; provided that the height shall not in any
case exceed an elevation of one hundred seventy-
eight and one-half (178'%) feet above sea level.

Forty-two (42) feet and a maximum of three (3)
stories unless a special permit authorizing a
greater height is granted by the Planning Board;
provided that no more than sixty percent (60%) of
the building footprint shall be built upon to a
height in excess of four (4) stories and in no event
shall any building or other structure exceeding
sixty-five (65) feet in height be authorized.
Building footprints shall be measured at the
building foundation, but shall exclude covered
walkways connecting adjacent buildings. In
determining whether to grant such a special




5.4.1.5 Highway Business
Administrative-Research-Office
(except Residential Retirement
Community)

permit, the Planning Board shall evaluate the
proposed building or other structure in terms of
the standards set forth in the decision criteria for a
Major Business Development in Section 7.2 of
this Bylaw. Any additional height which is
allowed in an Industrial District by special permit
shall be designed to relate harmoniously to the
terrain and to the use, scale and architecture of
existing buildings and to mitigate the visual
impacts on surrounding non-industrial uses. The
project proposal shall incorporate aesthetically-
conscious design which promotes environmentally
compatible uses, pervious surfaces and landscaped
areas in exchange for the additional building
height.

Thirty-nine (39) feet unless a special permit
authorizing a greater height is granted by the
Board of Appeals; provided that in no event shall
any building or other structure exceeding forty-
five (45) feet in height be authorized. In
determining whether to grant such a special
permit, the Board of Appeals shall evaluate the
proposed building or other structure in terms of
the standards set forth in the decision criteria for a
Major Business Development in Section 7.2 of
this Bylaw.

(Board of Selectmen)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town

SO vote.

This article will allow 5 stories without a Special Permit in the University Avenue area only.




ARTICLE 41

To see if the Town will vote to delete therefrom Section 11. OFF-STREET PARKING IN ALL
DISTRICTS (a) in its entirety and substitute the following therefor, or take any other action in relation
thereto:

SECTION 6.0 GENERAL REGULATIONS

6.1 OFF-STREET PARKING

6.1.1 General. No use or premises shall be made, authorized or extended, and no building or structure
shall be erected or enlarged, unless there is provided for such use or extension, or for such
building erection or enlargement, on the same lot as said use, extension, erection or enlargement,
a parking area and loading and unloading spaces all with permanent surfacing (except in the case
of a single residence), sufficient to serve the business conducted thereon, including provision for

parking spaces for visitors, and for all persons employed in the building or in connection with
said use without using adjacent streets therefor. Such space shall be deemed inadequate if the
off-street parking area is often substantially full and there is frequent parking of such cars in
access drives or on streets near the premises in question. In Nonresidential Districts, no parking,
loading and/or unloading area shall be so designed or located as to render necessary the backing

of vehicles from such area onto a street.

Table of Parking Requirements. The following table of Minimum Number of Required

Parking Spaces for Principal Uses sets forth minimum parking space requirements, provided,
however, that fewer parking spaces may be authorized upon the grant of a special permit by the
Planning Board in compliance with the provisions of this Section.

PRINCIPAL USE

6.1.3 Residential Uses

6.1.3.1 Single-Family Dwelling

6.1.3.2 Conversion of One-Family Dwelling to Two-Family Dwelling per
Section 8.1

6.1.3.3 Two-Family Dwelling per Section 8.2
6.1.3.4 Major Residential Development per Section 8.5
6.1.3.5 Senior Residential Development per Section 8.6

6.1.3.6 Residential Retirement Community per Section 8.7

6.1.3.7 Nursing or Convalescent Home

6.1.3.8 Assisted Living Residence
6.1.4 Exempt and Institutional Uses

6.1.4.1 Use of land or structures for religious purposes

MINIMUM NUMBER OF REQUIRED
PARKING SPACES

Two (2) spaces per dwelling unit
Two (2) spaces per dwelling unit
Two (2) spaces per dwelling unit
Two (2) spaces per dwelling unit
One and a half (1'%) spaces per dwelling unit
One and a half (1'%) spaces per dwelling unit

One (1) space per each sleeping room for double
or single occupancy, or where not so divided (as in
a dormitory) one (1) space for each two beds

One (1) space per each sleeping room for double
or single occupancy, or where not so divided (as in
a dormitory) one (1) space for each two beds

One (1) space per each four (4) seats, or where
benches are used, one (1) space per eight (8) lineal
feet of bench



6.1.4.2 Use of land or structures for educational purposes on land owned or
leased by the commonwealth or any of its agencies, subdivisions or bodies
politic or by a religious sect or denomination, or by a nonprofit educational
corporation

6.1.4.3 Child Care Facility in new building

6.1.4.4 Child Care Facility in existing building

6.1.4.5 Use of land for the primary purpose of agriculture, horticulture or
floriculture on a parcel of more than five (5) acres in area

6.1.4.6 Facility for the sale of produce, and wine and dairy products,
provided that during the months of June, July, August and September of
every year, or during the harvest season of the primary crop, the majority of
such products for sale, based on either gross sales dollars or volume, have

been produced by the owner of the land containing more than five (5) acres
in area on which the facility is located

6.1.4.7 Municipal Facilities

6.1.4.8 Essential Services

6.1.4.9 Extension of existing cemetery
6.1.4.10 Public Utility

6.1.5 Commercial Uses

6.1.5.1 Non-Exempt Agricultural Use

6.1.5.2 Non-Exempt Farm Stand for wholesale or retail sale of products

6.1.5.3 Animal Clinic or Hospital

6.1.5.4 Funeral Home

6.1.5.5 Motel or Hotel on five (5) acres or more

6.1.5.6 Retail sales and services, less than 15,000 square feet

6.1.5.7 Retail sales and services, 15,000 square feet or more

One (1) space per each four (4) seats, or where
benches are used, one (1) space per eight (8) lineal
feet of bench, plus one (1) space per employee

One (1) space per employee and two (2) spaces
per classroom
One (1) space per employee and two (2) spaces
per classroom

Not applicable

One (1) space for each two hundred fifty (250)
square feet of floor area or fraction thereof
devoted to selling, storage, service and all other
activities related to such use, exclusive of cellar
and basement areas used only for storage or
services incidental to the operation or maintenance
of the premises

Not applicable
One (1) space per employee
Not applicable

One (1) space per employee

Not applicable

One (1) space for each two hundred fifty (250)
square feet of floor area or fraction thereof
devoted to selling, storage, service and all other
activities related to such use, exclusive of cellar
and basement areas used only for storage or
services incidental to the operation or maintenance
of the premises

One (1) space for each two hundred fifty (250)
square feet of floor area or fraction thereof
devoted to selling, storage, service and all other
activities related to such use, exclusive of cellar
and basement areas used only for storage or
services incidental to the operation or maintenance
of the premises

One (1) space per each four (4) seats, or where
benches are used, one (1) space per eight (8) lineal
feet of bench

One (1) space per each sleeping room for double
or single occupancy

One (1) space for each two hundred fifty (250)
square feet of floor area or fraction thereof
devoted to selling, storage, service and all other
activities related to such use, exclusive of cellar
and basement areas used only for storage or
services incidental to the operation or maintenance
of the premises

One (1) space for each two hundred fifty (250)
square feet of floor area or fraction thereof
devoted to selling, storage, service and all other
activities related to such use, exclusive of cellar
and basement areas used only for storage or
services incidental to the operation or maintenance



6.1.5.8 Motor Vehicle Sales and Rental; other open air sales
6.1.5.9 Motor Vehicle General Repairs and Body Repair

6.1.5.10

6.1.5.11 Restaurant without entertainment, less than 10,000 square feet
6.1.5.12 Restaurant with entertainment, 10,000 square feet or more

6.1.5.13

6.1.5.14

6.1.5.15

6.1.5.16

6.1.5.17
6.1.5.18

6.1.5.19
6.1.5.20
6.1.5.21

6.1.5.22
6.1.5.23
6.1.5.24

6.1.5.25
profit

Motor Vehicle Light Service

Restaurant with entertainment

Fast Order Food Establishment

Kennel, Commercial

Business or Professional Services Establishment

Office of doctor or dentist not a resident on premises
Bank, Financial Institution

Commercial Recreation, Outdoor
Commercial Recreation, Indoor
Golf Course

Business Services
Personal Services Establishment
General Services Establishment

Campground, wildlife preserve, fishing grounds operated not for

of the premises

Not less than one (1) space for each two hundred
fifty (250) square feet floor area in office use, one
(1) space for each two thousand (2,000) square
feet floor area in use for storage, and one (1) space
for each five hundred (500) square feet floor area
in other uses, provided that there is reserved area
on the site for potential future parking expansion
to not less than one (1) space per five hundred
(500) square feet of floor area

One (1) space per each four (4) seats, or where
benches are used, one (1) space per eight (8) lineal
feet of bench, plus one (1) space per two (2)
employees

One (1) space per each four (4) seats, or where
benches are used, one (1) space per eight (8) lineal
feet of bench

One (1) space for each two hundred fifty (250)
square feet of floor area or fraction thereof
devoted to selling, storage, service and all other
activities related to such use, exclusive of cellar
and basement areas used only for storage or
services incidental to the operation or maintenance
of the premises

One (1) space for each three hundred thirty-three
(333) square feet of floor area or fraction thereof
devoted to selling, storage, service and all other
activities related to such use, exclusive of cellar
and basement areas used only for storage or
services incidental to the operation or maintenance
of the premises

One (1) space for each two hundred fifty (250)
square feet of floor area or fraction thereof
devoted to selling, storage, service and all other
activities related to such use, exclusive of cellar
and basement areas used only for storage or
services incidental to the operation or maintenance
of the premises

Sufficient parking spaces to accommodate under
all normal conditions the cars of occupants,
employees, members, customers, clients or visitors
of the premises, as determined by the Planning
Board. Such space shall be deemed inadequate if
the off-street parking area is often substantially
full and there is frequent parking of such cars in
access drives or on streets near the premises in
question.

One (1) space for each two hundred fifty (250)
square feet of floor area or fraction thereof
devoted to selling, storage, service and all other
activities related to such use, exclusive of cellar
and basement areas used only for storage or
services incidental to the operation or maintenance
of the premises

Sufficient parking spaces to accommodate under
all normal conditions the cars of occupants,
employees, members, customers, clients, or
visitors of the premises, as determined by the
Planning Board. Such space shall be deemed
inadequate if the off-street parking area is often
substantially full and there is frequent parking of
such cars in access drives or on streets near the



6.1.5.26 Printing/copy/publishing establishment, less than 4,000 square feet
6.1.5.27 Printing/copy/publishing establishment, 4,000 square feet or more

6.1.5.28 Major Business Development per Section 7.2

6.1.5.29 Building Trade Shop in an establishment with less than 8,000
square feet

6.1.5.30 Building Trade Shop in an establishment with 8,000 square feet or
more

6.1.5.31 Commercial laundry, dry cleaning, dye work, carpet cleaning

6.1.5.32 Public Communication Use

6.1.6 Industrial Uses

6.1.6.1 Earth Material Removal per Section 7.1

6.1.6.2 Light Manufacturing

6.1.6.3 Warehouse, wholesale or distribution facility without outdoor
storage

6.1.6.4 Warehouse, wholesale or distribution facility with outdoor storage
6.1.6.5 Manufacturing

premises in question.

Not less than one (1) space for each two hundred
fifty (250) square feet floor area in office use, one
(1) space for each two thousand (2,000) square
feet floor area in use for storage, and one (1) space
for each five hundred (500) square feet floor area
in other uses, provided that there is reserved area
on the site for potential future parking expansion
to not less than one (1) space per five hundred
(500) square feet of floor area

Sufficient parking spaces to accommodate under
all normal conditions the cars of occupants,
employees, members, customers, clients, or
visitors of the premises, as determined by the
Planning Board. Such space shall be deemed
inadequate if the off-street parking area is often
substantially full and there is frequent parking of
such cars in access drives or on streets near the
premises in question.

One (1) space for each two hundred fifty (250)
square feet of floor area or fraction thereof
devoted to selling, storage, service and all other
activities related to such use, exclusive of cellar
and basement areas used only for storage or
services incidental to the operation or maintenance
of the premises

Not less than one (1) space for each two hundred
fifty (250) square feet floor area in office use, one
(1) space for each two thousand (2,000) square
feet floor area in use for storage, and one (1) space
for each five hundred (500) square feet floor area
in other uses, provided that there is reserved area
on the site for potential future parking expansion
to not less than one (1) space per five hundred
(500) square feet of floor area

Sufficient parking spaces to accommodate under
all normal conditions the cars of occupants,
employees, members, customers, clients, or
visitors of the premises, as determined by the
Planning Board. Such space shall be deemed
inadequate if the off-street parking area is often
substantially full and there is frequent parking of
such cars in access drives or on streets near the
premises in question.

Sufficient parking spaces to accommodate under
all normal conditions the cars of occupants,
employees, members, customers, clients, or
visitors of the premises, as determined by the
Planning Board. Such space shall be deemed
inadequate if the off-street parking area is often
substantially full and there is frequent parking of
such cars in access drives or on streets near the
premises in question.

Not less than one (1) space for each two hundred
fifty (250) square feet floor area in office use, one
(1) space for each two thousand (2,000) square
feet floor area in use for storage, and one (1) space
for each five hundred (500) square feet floor area
in other uses, provided that there is reserved area
on the site for potential future parking expansion



6.1.6.6 Junkyard or Automobile Graveyard

6.1.6.7 Research and Development
6.1.6.8 Self-Storage or Mini-Storage Facility

6.1.7 Other Uses
6.1.7.1 Commercial outdoor parking
6.1.7.2 Parking Garage

6.1.7.3 Drive-Through Service

6.1.7.4 Temporary Structure, building or use not in conformance with this
Bylaw, but not for more than one (1) year, or extended over more than a
total of three (3) years

(Board of Selectmen)

to not less than one (1) space per five hundred
(500) square feet of floor area

Not applicable

Not less than one (1) space for each two hundred
fifty (250) square feet floor area in office use, one
(1) space for each two thousand (2,000) square
feet floor area in use for storage, and one (1) space
for each five hundred (500) square feet floor area
in other uses, provided that there is reserved area
on the site for potential future parking expansion
to not less than one (1) space per five hundred
(500) square feet of floor area

Not applicable
Not applicable
Not applicable

Sufficient parking spaces to accommodate under
all normal conditions the cars of occupants,
employees, members, customers, clients, or
visitors of the premises, as determined by the
Planning Board. Such space shall be deemed
inadequate if the off-street parking area is often
substantially full and there is frequent parking of
such cars in access drives or on streets near the
premises in question.

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town

SO vote.

This article will relax some parking requirements.

ARTICLE 42

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Westwood Zoning Bylaw by deleting Section 11. OFF-
STREET PARKING IN ALL DISTRICTS (b) Joint and Mixed Uses and Use of Off-Site Municipal

Parking in its entirety and substitute the following therefor, or take any other action in relation thereto:

6.1.9 Joint Off-Street Parking in Nonresidential Districts. Joint off-street parking facilities may be
provided for two or more separate buildings or uses on the same lot or on contiguous lots all in
one ownership, but in such case the total number of parking spaces required shall be the sum of
the parking spaces required for the individual buildings or uses.

6.1.10 Joint Off-Street Parking in Industrial and Industrial-Office Districts. Joint off-street parking
facilities may be provided for two or more separate buildings or uses on the same lot or on lots in
one or separate ownership, but in such case the total number of parking spaces required shall be
the sum of the parking spaces required for the individual buildings or uses. The shared joint off-
street parking spaces shall be located on contiguous lots or on lots that are within six hundred




(600) feet walking distance of the building entrance to be served. The permanent availability of
said parking spaces must be adequately documented by the use of either a permanent easement,
fee ownership of the off-street parking spaces or a long-term lease. The Planning Board may
grant a special permit to reduce the total number of joint off-street parking spaces required
pursuant to this Subsection upon the written determination that it finds the following:

6.1.10.1 the demand for the shared joint off-street parking spaces differs significantly by
time of day according to use; and

6.1.10.2 the shared joint off-street parking spaces are not dedicated to another use during
the time of day that the parking is required.

(Board of Selectmen)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

This article would allow flexibility in design, but retain control through the Special Permit process.

ARTICLE 43

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Westwood Zoning Bylaw by deleting Section 11 OFF-
STREET PARKING (a)(7) in its entirety and substitute the following therefor, or take any other action in
relation thereto:

6.1.18.2 In a Highway Business District, the fifteen (15) feet nearest the frontage street
within the front setback shall be free of parking and service areas. Said distance
shall be landscaped with trees and shrubs appropriate to the area and the height
and location of such landscaping shall be as required so as not to obstruct
vehicular sight distances, entrances and exits.

(Board of Selectmen)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

This article would allow improvements to some of the Rte 1 properties and lessen the need to push
buildings back and closer to residential properties.

ARTICLE 44

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Westwood Zoning Bylaw by deleting Section 12(e) Floor Area
Ratio Limitation and substitute the following therefor, or take any other action in relation thereto:




6.5.1

6.5.2

6.5.3

FAR Limitations in the Highway Business, Industrial-Office and Administrative-Research-
Office Districts. In the Highway Business, Industrial-Office and Administrative-Research-
Office Districts, the floor area ratio (FAR) resulting from new construction, renovation or
addition shall not exceed 0.4 on any lot, except that the Planning Board may grant a special
permit for FAR not to exceed 0.8 upon its written determination, in addition to any other findings
required under this Bylaw, that it meets the standards set forth in the decision criteria for a Major
Business Development in Section 7.2 of this Bylaw and its off-site impacts on traffic and housing
needs will be mitigated or compensated as herein provided.

FAR Limitations in the Industrial District. In the Industrial District, the floor area ratio (FAR)
resulting from new construction, renovation or addition shall not exceed 0.6 on any lot, except
that the Planning Board may grant a special permit for FAR not to exceed 1.0 upon its written
determination, in addition to any other findings required under this Bylaw, that it meets the
standards set forth in the decision criteria for a Major Business Development in Section 7.2 of
this Bylaw and its off-site impacts on traffic and housing needs will be mitigated or compensated
as herein provided.

Traffic and Housing Impact Mitigation.

6.5.3.1 Traffic. Applications for approval of an FAR exceeding 0.4 in the Highway
Business, Industrial-Office and Administrative-Research-Office Districts and 0.6
in the Industrial District shall include a traffic impact study prepared consistent
with study guidelines adopted and from time to time amended by the Planning
Board. Such applications shall be approved only upon determination by the
Planning Board that, based upon facilities as existing or committed to be
improved by the Town or the Applicant, on no street or intersection will peak
hour congestion fall below baseline traffic conditions as the result of projected
traffic.

6.5.3.2 Housing. Applications for approval of an FAR exceeding 0.4 the Highway
Business, Industrial-Office and Administrative-Research-Office Districts and 0.6
in the Industrial District shall include a housing impact study prepared consistent
with study guidelines adopted and from time to time amended by the Planning
Board. Such applications shall be approved only upon determination by the
Planning Board that housing mitigation efforts proposed by the Applicant will be
equivalent to provision of one (1) housing unit for each twelve (12) employees
anticipated on the premises, such unit to be affordable to a household spending
no more than thirty percent (30%) of an income at eighty percent (80%) of the
then-current Boston PMSA median household income.

(Board of Selectmen)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

This will allow full utilization of the ability to build up to 5 stories.




ARTICLE 45

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Westwood Zoning Bylaw by deleting Section 5.0
APPLICATION OF USE REGULATIONS; and Section 17.1 through Section 17.5, inclusive,
ACCESSORY USES in their entireties and insert a new Section 4.0 USE REGULATIONS that reads as
follows, or take any other action in relation thereto:

SECTION 4.0 USE REGULATIONS
4.1 PRINICIPAL USES

4.1.1 General. No building or structure shall be constructed, and no building, structure or land shall be
used, in whole or in part, for any purpose other than for one or more of the uses herein set forth as
permitted in the district in which said building, structure or land is located, or set forth as
permissible by special permit in said district, and so authorized, nor shall any building or
structure be constructed or used on a lot lying only partly within the Town of Westwood unless
the Westwood portion of the lot shall meet the zoning requirements herein set forth, and the lot
shall have effective access to the Town of Westwood. There shall be no more than one non-
agricultural principal use for each lot in a Residential District, except as may otherwise be
provided herein.

4.1.2  Table of Principal Uses. The Table of Principal Uses designates which Principal Uses are
allowed in each zoning district.

A Use is permitted by right in any district under which it is denoted by the letter “Y”.
A Use is prohibited in any district under which it is denoted by the letter “N”.

A Use may be permitted by special permit from the Board of Appeals in any district under which
is denoted by the letters “BA”.

A Use may be permitted by special permit from the Planning Board in any district under which is
denoted by the letters “PB”.



DISTRICTS
PRINCIPAL USE
SRA SRB SRC SRD SRE GR SR LBA LBB HB I I0 ARO

4.1.3 Residential Uses

4.1.3.1. Single-Family Dwelling Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N N N N N N
841.1.3.2 Conversion of One-Family Dwelling to Two-Family Dwelling per Sectio BA BA BA BA BA BA BA N N N N N N

4.1.3.3 Two-Family Dwelling per Section 8.2 N N N N N BA N N N N N N N

4.1.3.4 Major Residential Development per Section 8.5 PB PB PB PB PB PB PB N N N N N N

4.1.3.5 Senior Residential Development per Section 8.6 PB PB PB PB PB PB PB N N N N N N

4.1.3.6 Residential Retirement Community per Section 8.7 N N N N N N N N BA

4.1.3.7 Nursing or Convalescent Home N N N N N N N N N N N N BA!

4.1.3.8 Assisted Living Residence N N N N N N N N BA!

4.1.4 Exempt and Institutional Uses

4.1.4.1 Use of land or structures for religious purposes Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

4.1.4.2 Use of land or structures for educational purposes on land owned or

leased by the commonwealth or any of its agencies, subdivisions or bodies

. - . . Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

politic or by a religious sect or denomination, or by a nonprofit educational

corporation

4.1.4.3 Child Care Facility in new building BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA

4.1.4.4 Child Care Facility in existing building Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

4.1 45 Use of land for the primary purpose of agrliculture, horticulture or % v v v v v v v v v % % %

floriculture on a parcel of more than five (5) acres in area

4.1.4.6 Facility for the sale of produce, and wine and dairy products, provided

that during the months of June, July, August and September of every year, or

during the harvest season of the primary crop, the majority of such products for v v v v v v v v v v v v v

sale, based on either gross sales dollars or volume, have been produced by the
owner of the land containing more than five (5) acres in area on which the
facility is located

4.1.4.7 Municipal Facilities Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y



PRINCIPAL USE

4.1.4 Exempt and Institutional Uses, continued

4148
4149

Essential Services

Extension of existing cemetery

4.1.4.10 Public Utility

4.1.5 Commercial Uses

4.15.1
4152
4153
4154
4.15.5
4.15.6
4.15.7
4.15.8
4159

Non-Exempt Agricultural Use

Non-Exempt Farm Stand for wholesale or retail sale of products
Animal Clinic or Hospital

Funeral Home

Motel or Hotel on five (5) acres or more

Retail sales and services, less than 15,000 square feet

Retail sales and services, 15,000 square feet or more

Motor Vehicle Sales and Rental; other open air sales

Motor Vehicle General Repairs and Body Repair

4.1.5.10 Motor Vehicle Light Service

4.1.5.11 Restaurant without entertainment, less than 10,000 square feet

4.1.5.12 Restaurant without entertainment, 10,000 square feet or more

4.1.5.13 Restaurant with entertainment

4.1.5.14 Fast Order Food Establishment

4.1.5.15 Kennel, Commercial

4.1.5.16 Business or Professional Services Establishment

4.1.5.17 Office of doctor or dentist not a resident on premises

4.1.5.18 Bank, Financial Institution
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DISTRICTS

PRINCIPAL USE
SRA SRB SRC SRD SRE GR SR LBA LBB HB I I0 ARO

4.1.5 Commercial Uses, continued
4.1.5.19 Commercial Recreation, Outdoor N N N N N N N N N BA N N N
4.1.5.20 Commercial Recreation, Indoor N N N N N N N BA BA BA BA BA BA
4.1.5.21 Golf Course Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
4.1.5.22 Business Services N N N N N N N Y Y Y Y N
4.1.5.23 Personal Services Establishment N N N N N N N Y Y Y Y N
4.1.5.24 General Services Establishment N N N N N N N N N BA N N N
;i) .ét.25 Campground, wildlife preserve, fishing grounds operated not for v v v v v v v v v v v v
4.1.5.26 Printing/copy/publishing establishment, less than 4,000 square feet N N N N N N N Y Y Y Y N
4.1.5.27 Printing/copy/publishing establishment, 4,000 square feet or more N N N N N N N BA BA Y Y N
4.1.5.28 Major Business Development per Section 7.2 N N N N N N N PB PB PB PB PB PB
;léi£5.29 Building Trade Shop in an establishment with less than 8,000 square N N N N N N N y? N v N
;11;(1);56.30 Building Trade Shop in an establishment with 8,000 square feet or N N N N N N N BA BA v v v N
4.1.5.31 Commercial laundry, dry cleaning, dye work, carpet cleaning N N N N N N N BA BA BA N
4.1.5.32 Public Communications Use N N N N N N N BA* BA* BA* N
4.1.6 Industrial Uses
4.1.6.1 Earth Material Removal per Section 7.1 BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA
4.1.6.2 Light Manufacturing N N N N N N N N N Y Y Y N
4.1.6.3 Warehouse, wholesale or distribution facility without outdoor storage N N N N N N N N N N
4.1.6.4 Warehouse, wholesale or distribution facility with outdoor storage N N N N N N N N N BA BA BA N
4.1.6.5 Manufacturing N N N N N N N N N Y Y Y N
4.1.6.6 Junkyard or Automobile Graveyard N N N N N N N N N N
4.1.6.7 Research and Development N N N N N N N N N Y Y Y Y



PRINCIPAL USE

4.1.6 Industrial Uses, continued

4.1.6.8 Self-Storage or Mini-Storage Facility
4.1.7 Other Uses

4.1.7.1 Commercial outdoor parking

4.1.7.2 Parking Garage

4.1.7.3 Drive-Through Service

4.1.7.4 Temporary Structure, building or use not in conformance with this
Bylaw, but not for more than one (1) year, or extended over more than a total
of three (3) years
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4.2

4.3

43.1

NOTES FOR TABLE OF PRINCIPAL USES
Accessory dwellings may be allowed to the extent expressly allowed by the special permit.

Retail sales and services in the Industrial and Industrial-Office Districts between 15,000 square
feet and 50,000 square feet shall require a special permit from the Board of Appeals. Retail sales
and services over 50,000 square feet shall require only a special permit from the Planning Board
pursuant to Section 7.2, Major Business Development.

For only retail sales and services in the Local Business Districts that do not require a special
permit pursuant to other sections of the Bylaw and do not involve Adult Uses or live animals.

For only retail sales and services in the Highway Business District that do not require a special
permit pursuant to other sections of the Bylaw and do not involve Adult Uses.

A Restaurant (which does not include a Fast Order Food Establishment) in the Industrial and
Industrial-Office Districts less than 10,000 square feet is a permitted use. A restaurant of more
than 10,000 square feet shall require a special permit from the Board of Appeals.

In addition to meeting all other requirements for a special permit for a Fast Order Food
Establishment in the Highway Business District, the Applicant shall be required to submit the
opinion of a qualified professional expert, and the data upon which such opinion is based,
showing to the reasonable satisfaction of the Board of Appeals that the facilities for on-site
parking (taking into account all other uses and activities that share the premises with the proposed
use) will be sufficient to serve the employees and customers of such establishment without
encroaching upon or using neighboring streets or property.

A special permit from the Board of Appeals shall be required if there is outdoor storage of
equipment or materials.

Does not include wireless communications facilities.
ACCESSORY USES

Table of Accessory Uses. The Table of Accessory Uses designates which Accessory Uses are
allowed in each zoning district.

A Use is permitted by right in any district under which it is denoted by the letter “Y”.
A Use is prohibited in any district under which it is denoted by the letter “N”.

A Use may be permitted by special permit from the Board of Appeals in any district under which
is denoted by the letters “BA”.

A Use may be permitted by special permit from the Planning Board in any district under which is
denoted by the letters “PB”.



DISTRICTS
ACCESSORY USE
SRA SRB SRC SRD SRE GR SR LBA LBB HB | 10 ARO

4.3.2 Accessory Uses in All Districts

4.3.2.1 Any use allowed in that district as a Principal Use. Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

4.3.2.2 Any use allowed in that district by special permit as a Principal Use, subject
to the same conditions as a Principal Use.

4.3.2.3 Uses, whether or not on the same premises as uses permitted as of right,
accessory to uses permitted as of right, which are necessary in connection with BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA
scientific research or scientific development or related production.

4.3.2.4 When associated with otherwise permitted agricultural operations on a lot

with not more than five (5) acres, the following: (1) kennel, (2) salesroom or stand,

(3) any building or structure devoted to productive agricultural use which, together BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA
with any other such buildings or structures on the premises, covers more than five

hundred (500) square feet or contains more than five thousand (5,000) cubic feet.

BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA BA

4.3.3 Accessory Uses in Residential Districts

4.3.3.1 Private garage for not more than three (3) passenger motor vehicles (including v
not more than one (1) commercial vehicle).

4.3.3.2 The garaging or maintaining of more than three (3) passenger motor vehicles,

or of more than one (1) commercial vehicle, but only where in connection with a BA BA BA BA BA BA BA N N N N N N
Principal Use on the same premises.

4.3.3.3 Private greenhouse, stable, tool shed, playhouse, tennis court, swimming pool,
or other similar building or structure for domestic use. Swimming pools shall be

enclosed as required by the Massachusetts State Building Code, as amended from Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N N N N N N
time to time.

4.3:3.4 Raising or k@epmg of animals, livestock or poultry as pets or for use by the v v v v v v v N N N N N N
resident of the premises.

4.3.3.5 Renting of rooms by a resident owner, or the furnishing of table board in a

dwelling by the resident owner, to not more than three (3) persons other than members Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N N N N N N
of the family.

4.3.3.6 Office, studio or workroom for the conduct of a profession or customary v v v v v v v N N N N N N

home occupation, subject to the conditions in Subsections 4.4.1 through 4.4.2.

4.3.3.7 Parking or storage area, for use by the occupant of the dwelling, for the

purpose of parking or storing in the rear of the yard and not substantially visible from

the street one of the following: one (1) unoccupied recreational vehicle of less than Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N N N N N N
thirty (30) feet length; one (1) inoperative passenger which has not been partially or
wholly dismantled.

4.3.3.8 Parking or storage area, for use by the occupant of the dwelling, for the
purpose of parking or storing in the rear of the yard and not substantially visible from
the street one of the following: one (1) unoccupied recreational vehicle of thirty (30)
feet length or more.

oe]

A BA BA BA BA BA BA N N N N N N



ACCESSORY USE

4.3.3 Accessory Uses in Residential Districts, continued

4.3.3.9 Kennel or animal clinic or hospital, if located on the same premises as a
dwelling unit and conducted by a resident thereof.

4.3.3.10 Salesroom or stand for the sale of nursery, greenhouse, garden or other
agricultural produce (including articles of home manufacture from such produce),
but only where the major portion thereof is raised on the premises (or made from
products so raised).

4.3.3.11 The use by a resident builder, carpenter, painter, plumber or other artisan
for incidental work and storage in connection with this off-premise trade, subject to
the conditions in Subsections 4.4.1 through 4.4.2.

4.3.3.12 Accessory apartment consisting of a second dwelling unit located within a
detached one-family dwelling, or a building accessory thereto, subject to the
conditions in Subsections 4.4.3 through 4.4.9.

4.3.3.13 Family Day Care, Large

4.3.3.14 Family Day Care, Small

4.3.3.15 Adult Day Care Facility for no more than twenty (20) adult clients and
operated by the owner of the premises

4.3.4 Accessory Uses in All Nonresidential Districts
4.3.4.1 Living quarters for necessary caretakers and watchmen

4.3.4.2 Transient accommodations for business visitors to the premises

4.3.5 Accessory Uses in Highway Business, Industrial, Industrial-Office and
ARO Districts

4.3.5.1 Retail uses, such as cafeterias, snack bars, gift shops and vending machines
dispensing food, soft drinks and incidental merchandise items; provided that any
such uses shall be conducted primarily for the convenience of employees and the
clientele of the principal use of the premises and shall be wholly within a building
and have no exterior advertising display.

4.3.5.2 Display and sale of products of manufacturing activities conducted on the
premises.

4.3.5.3 Operations required to maintain or support any uses permitted in the
Industrial District, if conducted on the same lot as the permitted use, such as
maintenance and machine shops, power plants and keeping of animals.
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ACCESSORY USE DISTRICTS
SRA SRB SRC SRD SRE GR SR LBA LBB HB | 10 ARO

4.3.5 Accessory Uses in Industrial and ARO Districts, continued

4.3.5.4 Parking Garage® N N N N N N N N N Y Y Y BA



4.4

NOTES FOR TABLE OF ACCESSORY USES
Provided that any such uses shall be conducted primarily for the convenience of employees and
the clientele of the principal use of the premises and shall be wholly within a building and have

no exterior advertising display.

The total square feet of floor space within a parking garage as an accessory use shall not be
included in the calculation of Gross Floor Area.

(Board of Selectmen)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

This article will allow Retail and Restaurants of limited size to be located in both Industrial Districts and

will allow parking garages in the Highway Business District.

ARTICLE 46

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Westwood Zoning Bylaw by inserting the following, or take
any other action in relation thereto:

9.5

9.5.1

9.5.2

953

9.54

PLANNED DEVELOPMENT AREA OVERLAY DISTRICT (PDAOD)

Purpose. The purpose of the Planned Development Area Overlay District (PDAOD) is as
follows:

9.5.1.1 to encourage the development of a comprehensive project of appropriate scale in
an area of undeveloped and underdeveloped parcels held in separate ownership;

9.5.1.2 to provide a desirable mix of land uses, including office, retail, restaurants and
personal service establishments that will serve Town residents and generate
additional tax revenue;

9.5.1.3 to promote creative, efficient and appropriate solutions to the development of
sites with significant natural resource constraints, such as flooding.

Location. The PDAOD is herein established as an overlay district. The PDAOD shall include
the area as shown on the Zoning Map.

Permitted Uses. Except as otherwise provided herein and subject to the provisions of this Bylaw
applicable to the underlying district, land and buildings in the PDAOD may be used for any
purpose permitted as of right or by special permit in the underlying district.

Applicability. A project in the PDAOD may be authorized by special permit for any parcel or set
of contiguous parcels held in common or separate ownership containing five (5) acres or more
and located in the PDAOD. If the application for a PDAOD involves more than one ownership,




9.5.5

9.5.6

9.5.7

9.5.8

9.5.9

9.5.10

each owner of land included on the plan shall be a party to the application and upon approval of
the application, subject to its provisions.

Special Permit Required. A project in the PDAOD shall require the issuance of a special permit
by the Planning Board in compliance with the provisions of this Section. Application for any
other special permits which may also be required and for which the Planning Board is the
designated Special Permit Granting Authority may be consolidated with a PDAOD application
and acted upon concurrently by the Planning Board. Special permits pursuant to Section 7.2,
Major Business Development (MBD) and Section 6.5, Floor Area Ratio Limitation shall not be
required for a PDAOD application.

Preferred Uses. The following uses are deemed to be preferred uses in the PDAOD: business or
professional offices; restaurants; retail and personal service establishments and banks and other
financial institutions.

Prohibited Uses. The following uses are prohibited in the PDAOD: motor vehicle sales and
rentals; motor vehicle general and body repairs; motor vehicle light service; warehouse,
wholesale or distribution facilities; fast order food establishments and self-storage or mini-storage
facilities.

Alternative Regulations. The following alternative regulations may be used for a project in the
PDAOD rather than the regulations applicable to the underlying district as provided in Section
5.2, Table of Dimensional Regulations and Section 6.5, Floor Area Ratio Limitation:

9.5.8.1 The cumulative floor area ratio for a project in the PDAOD shall not exceed 0.8
and the floor area ratio for a single building within said project shall not exceed
1.0;

9.5.8.2 There shall be no minimum setback requirements; and

9.5.8.3 There shall be no minimum lot width, lot frontage and maximum lot coverage
requirements.

Conditions. The following conditions shall apply in the PDAOD:

9.59.1 Buffer Area. Where a lot in the PDAOD abuts or is within twenty (20) feet of
the boundary line of any Residential District, a buffer area shall be provided on
all portions of said lot so abutting that shall be a minimum of fifty (50) feet wide.
Said buffer area shall be used exclusively as a planting area so as to create a
substantially sight impervious screen.

9.59.2 Parking Requirements. The minimum number of required parking spaces for
each use within the proposed project shall be as required in Section 6.1, Off-
Street Parking. Joint off-street parking shall be a use authorized by special
permit in the PDAOD pursuant to said Section.

Application Requirements. An application for a special permit for a project in the PDAOD
shall be accompanied by a site plan and all other application materials required for Section 7.2,
Major Business Development and Section 6.5, Floor Area Ratio Limitation, if applicable.



9.5.11 Decision. A special permit for a project in the PDAOD shall be granted by the Planning Board
only upon its written determination that the adverse effects of the proposed project will not
outweigh its beneficial impacts on the Town or the neighborhood, in view of the particular
characteristics of the site, and of the project in relation to that site. In addition to any specific
factors that may be set forth in this Bylaw, the determination shall include consideration of each
of the following:

9.5.11.1

9.5.11.2

9.5.11.3

9.5.11.4

9.5.11.5

9.5.11.6

ability of infrastructure as existing, or as committed by the Town or the
Applicant to be improved, to serve the project adequately and safely without
material deterioration in service to other locations;

degree to which the project will increase the economic value of the site, generate
employment opportunities and generate sustaining economic benefit to the Town;

restoration of any degraded environmental resources, including waterways and
contaminated soils;

ability of the project to potentially link with adjoining sites in the PDAOD,
particularly with respect to architectural compatibility, roadway alignments and
pedestrian access;

degree to which the project provides for effective flood mitigation and
stormwater storage measures for the site and proximate residential properties;

and

buffering and screening from abutting residential properties.

7.2.6 Reimbursement for Consultants. It is contemplated that in some cases it will be necessary for
the Planning Board to hire consultants in connection with the review and evaluation of
applications for special permits pursuant to this Section. The Planning Board will be reimbursed
by the Applicant for the reasonable fees and expenses of such consultants, and each application
for a special permit hereunder shall contain an agreement by the Applicant to that effect.

(Board of Selectmen)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town

SO vote.

Establishment of this Overlay District would allow relaxation of some zoning requirements for larger
projects through a Special Permit in the Glacier Terrace area. Because of the discretionary nature of the
Special Permit, the Planning Board would be able to obtain significant mitigation terms to relieve
flooding in this neighborhood. The development of any of the individual lots in this area would not allow
significant flood mitigation due to smaller lot sizes. A meeting was held to inform the neighborhood and
seek feedback. The plan was well received.




ARTICLE 47

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Map to 1) rezone the land located on Perwal Street and
Providence Highway, shown as Assessor’s Map 24, Parcels 82, 84, 85 and 86 from Industrial District to
Industrial-Office District; and to 2) include the parcels as shown on Assessor’s Map 23, Parcels 226, 227,
228, 229, 230, 231, 232, 233 and 235; Map 24, Parcels 001, 002, 003, 004 and 005 as part of the Planned
Development Area Overlay District (PDAOD), or take any other action in relation thereto.

(Board of Selectmen)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
so vote.

See Attached Maps

This article places new Overlay District and the Industrial-Olffice District on the zoning map.
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ARTICLE 48

“TO SEE IF THE TOWN WILL VOTE TO AMEND THE ZONING BYLAW OF THE TOWN OF
WESTWOOD AS FOLLOWS, OR TAKE ANY OTHER ACTION THEREON:

“By amending Section 2.96 of the Zoning Bylaw, Special Permit Granting Authority, by inserting
“Section 7.3.1,” immediately before “Section 9B” in the second (2" line of Section 2.96, and by
inserting “Section 11(i)” immediately after “Section 9B” in the second (2") line of Section 2.96 of the
Zoning Bylaw, in order to bring Section 2.96 into conformity with Sections 7.3.1 and 11(i) of the Zoning
Bylaw;

“By amending footnote 3 following the table appearing in Section 14(a) of the Zoning Bylaw,
relating to the Required Lot Area for a Residential Retirement Community in an Administrative-
Research-Office District (ARO), so that it reads as follows: “But not more than twelve (12) dwelling
units per acre or twenty-seven (27) nursing facility beds per acre.”;

“By amending Section 5.2 of the Zoning Bylaw, Residential Uses, so as to permit a “Residential
retirement community per Section 7.4,” Use 5.2.5 in the Table of Principal Use Regulations of the Zoning
Bylaw, and a “Convalescent or nursing home,” Use 5.2.7 in the Table of Principal Use Regulations of the
Zoning Bylaw, in a Single Residence E District (E) by special permit from the Board of Appeals, but in
each case only with respect to land in a Single Residence E District (E) situated within one thousand
(1,000) feet of (i) an Administrative-Research-Office District (ARO), or (ii) a parcel of land on which a
Residential Retirement Community, an Assisted Living Residence, a Convalescent or nursing home or a
Nursing or Convalescent Home was situated on December 31, 2003, and so that Note (1) of the Notes for
Table of Principal Use Regulations of the Zoning Bylaw applies to a Convalescent or nursing home in a
Single Residence E District (E);

“By adding the following to the “Notes for Table of Principal Use Regulations” of the Zoning
Bylaw as Note (9) thereof: “(9) But only with respect to land in a Single Residence E District (E)
situated within one thousand (1,000) feet of (i) an Administrative-Research-Office District (ARO), or (ii)
a parcel of land on which a Residential Retirement Community, an Assisted Living Residence, a
Convalescent or nursing home or a Nursing or Convalescent Home was situated on December 31, 2003.”;

“By making conforming changes reflecting the foregoing in the Table of Principal Use
Regulations of the Zoning Bylaw, as follows: substituting “BA(9)” for “N” in the column designated
“SRE” in the line relating to the use designated “5.2.5 Residential retirement community per Section 7.4”,
and substituting “BA(1)(9)” for “N” in the column designated “SRE” in the line relating to the use
designated “5.2.7 Convalescent or nursing home”;

“By adding a period after the last word (said last word being the word “district”) of the first (1%
paragraph of Section 5.1 of the Zoning Bylaw (said first [1*] paragraph being the paragraph of Section
5.1 next preceding the paragraph thereof that begins with the words “The Table of Principal Use
Regulations”), and by adding the following to Section 5.1 of the Zoning Bylaw as the final sentence of
said first (1*") paragraph of Section 5.1: “For purposes hereof, any combination of two (2) or more of the
following uses shall not be deemed to constitute more than one non-agricultural principal use: Senior
residential development per Section 7.3; Residential retirement community per Section 7.4; Convalescent
or nursing home; and Nursing or Convalescent Home.”; and

“By deleting the first (1%) paragraph of Section 14(a) of the Zoning Bylaw (said first (1%)
paragraph being the paragraph of Section 14(a) next preceding the paragraph thereof beginning with the
words “In all Districts™) and substituting therefor the following:



“(a) Lot Area, Minimum Non Wetland Area, Lot Frontage and Required Lot Width. In all Districts, no
building or structure, except a one-story building or structure of accessory use, shall be constructed on a
lot having less area than the “Required Lot Area,” or on a lot having less than the “Required Minimum
Non Wetland Area,” being defined as land other than the fresh water wetlands as that term is defined in
MGL Chapter 131, Section 40, or on a lot that does not front on at least one street for a distance of at least
the “Required Lot Frontage,” all as specified for the applicable district in the following table. Except for
buildings or structures constituting part of or used for or in connection with a Senior residential
development per Section 7.3, a Residential retirement community per Section 7.4, a Convalescent or
nursing home, or a Nursing or Convalescent Home, or any combination of two (2) or more of any of those
uses, no more than one building or structure constructed as a dwelling, or so used, shall be located on any
lot.”

(Donald Suchma Esq., 130 Woodland Road)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
vote Indefinite Postponement.

Articles 48 and 49
The petitioner has expressed, through counsel, that she is no longer interested in pursuing these articles.

The Finance Commission further notes that this proposal generated a tremendous amount of comment
from both abutting residents and other residents, who were very concerned with the potential traffic,
environmental and aesthetic impacts of this largely commercial project in a low density neighborhood
zoned Single Residence E.

ARTICLE 49

“TO SEE IF THE TOWN WILL VOTE TO AMEND THE ZONING BYLAW OF THE TOWN OF
WESTWOOD (AS THE SAME MAY HAVE BEEN AMENDED BY ACTION AT THE 2004
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING) AS FOLLOWS, OR TAKE ANY OTHER ACTION THEREON:

“By amending Section 7.5.3.4 of the Zoning Bylaw so that it reads as follows: “Density
Limitation. The total number of dwelling units within a RRC shall not exceed twelve (12) dwelling units
per acre or twenty-seven (27) nursing facility beds per acre.”;

“By amending Section 5.2 of the Zoning Bylaw, Residential Uses, so as to permit a Residential
Retirement Community per Section 7.5 and a Convalescent or Nursing Home in a Single Residence E
District (E) by special permit from the Board of Appeals, but in each case only with respect to land in a
Single Residence E District (E) situated within one thousand (1,000) feet of (i) an Administrative-
Research-Office District (ARO), or (ii) a parcel of land on which a Residential Retirement Community,
an Assisted Living Residence or a Convalescent or Nursing home was situated on December 31, 2003,
and so that Note (1) of the Notes for Table of Principal Use Regulations applies to a Convalescent or
Nursing Home in a Single Residence E District (E);

“By adding the following to the “Notes for Table of Principal Use Regulations as Note (9)
thereof: “But only with respect to land in a Single Residence E District (E) situated within one thousand
(1,000) feet of (i) an Administrative-Research-Office District (ARO), or (ii) a parcel of land on which a




Residential Retirement Community, an Assisted Living Residence or a Convalescent or Nursing Home
was situated on December 31, 2003.”;

“By making conforming changes reflecting the foregoing in the Table of Principal Use
Regulations, as follows: substituting “BA(9)” for “N” in the column designated “SRE” in the line
relating to a Residential Retirement Community per Section 7.5, and substituting “BA(1)(9)” for “N” in
the column designated “SRE” in the line relating to a Convalescent or Nursing Home;

“By adding a period after the last word (said last word being the word “district”) of the first (1%
paragraph of Section 5.1 of the Zoning Bylaw (said first [1*'] paragraph being the paragraph of Section
5.1 next preceding the paragraph thereof that begins with the words “The Table of Principal Use
Regulations”), and by adding the following to Section 5.1 of the Zoning Bylaw as the final sentence of
said first (1*") paragraph of Section 5.1: “For purposes hereof, any combination of two (2) or more of the
following uses shall not be deemed to constitute more than one non-agricultural principal use: Senior
Residential Development; Residential Retirement Community; and Convalescent or Nursing Home.”; and

“By deleting the first (1*) sentence of Section 4.1 of the Zoning Bylaw and substituting therefor
the following two sentences: “In all Districts, no building or structure, except a one-story building or
accessory structure, shall be constructed on a lot unless in conformance with the Table of Dimensional
Requirements set forth in Section 4.2. Except for buildings or structures constituting part of or used for
or in connection with a Senior Residential Development, a Residential Retirement Community, or a
Convalescent or Nursing Home, or any combination of two (2) or more of any of those uses, no more than
one building or structure constructed as a dwelling, or so used, shall be located on each such lot.”

(Donald Suchma, Esq., 130 Woodland Road)

The Finance Commission, by unanimous vote of those present, recommends that the Town
vote Indefinite Postponement.



Appendix C

Salary Schedule for Elected Town Officers
Fiscal Year July 1, 2004 — June 30, 2005

Position Fiscal Year 2004 Salary Fiscal Year 2005 Salary
Town Clerk (Full Time) $60,786 $63,217
Part Time Positions
Assessor $1,800 $1,800
Selectman $2,000 $2,000
Sewer Commissioner $1,800 $1,800
Tax Collector $4,000 $4,000

Town Treasurer $4,000 $4,000




Appendix D

FY2005 Departmental Salary/Expense Budgets

Expended Current Proposed $ Change % Change
Description FY2003 FY2004 FY2005 FYO05 vs FYO05 vs
Budget Budget FY04 FY04 Funding Source
Selectmen
1. Salaries 315,714 315,171 321,441 6,270 2.0% Taxation
2. Expenses 48,714 49,350 50,000 650 1.3% Taxation
364,428 364,521 371,441 6,920 1.9%
Finance Commission
3. Salary 32,223 28,137 28,719 582 2.1% Taxation
4. Expenses 19,509 20,000 21,500 1,500 7.5% Taxation
51,732 48,137 50,219 2,082 4.3%
Accounting
5.  Salaries 150,160 152,708 153,344 636 0.4% Taxation
6.  Expenses 5,861 5,900 5,900 0 0.0% Taxation
156,021 158,608 159,244 636 0.4%
Audit - School & Municipal Financials
7.  Expenses 46,000 46,000 46,000 0 0.0% Taxation
Assessors
8.  Salaries 95,668 97,682 98,300 618 0.6% Taxation
9.  Expenses 70,446 75,494 74,143 (1,351) -1.8% Taxation
10. Revaluation 20,000 0 0
186,114 173,176 172,443 (733) -0.4%
Treasurer
11. Salary 53,164 53,279 64,622 11,343 21.3% Taxation
12.  Expenses 20,124 20,325 17,050 (3,275) -16.1% Taxation
73,288 73,604 81,672 8,068 11.0%
Collector
13. Salaries 83,441 85,914 85,127 (787) -0.9% Taxation
14.  Expenses 51,498 54,000 58,550 4,550 8.4% $15,500 Amb. Receipts/
134,939 139,914 143,677 3,763 2.7% Taxation
Legal
15. Salaries 74,572 74,639 76,153 1,514 2.0% Taxation
16. Professional Services 56,428 56,500 56,500 0 0.0% Taxation
131,000 131,139 132,653 1,514 1.2%
Personnel Board
17. Salary 38,628 38,680 38,746 66 0.2% Taxation
18.  Expenses 10,197 16,150 17,600 1,450 9.0% Taxation
48,825 54,830 56,346 1,516 2.8%
Information Systems
19. Salaries 182,404 158,014 175,415 17,401 11.0% Taxation
20. Expenses 159,998 160,000 175,000 15,000 9.4% Taxation
342,402 318,014 350,415 32,401 10.2%
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Appendix D
FY2005 Departmental Salary/Expense Budgets

Expended Current Proposed $ Change % Change
Description FY2003 FY2004 FY2005 FYO05 vs FYO05 vs
Budget Budget FY04 FY04 Funding Source
Town Clerk
21. Salaries 114,242 121,792 127,403 5,611 4.6% Taxation
22. Expenses 36,344 42,700 44,200 1,500 3.5% Taxation
150,586 164,492 171,603 7,111 4.3%
Conservation Commission
23. Salary 26,221 28,366 29,158 792 2.8% $7,000 Consv. Receipts
24. Expenses 1,878 2,550 2,800 250 9.8% Taxation
28,099 30,916 31,958 1,042 3.4%
Planning Board
25. Salaries 63,543 66,582 67,935 1,353 2.0% Taxation
26. Expenses 3,213 3,230 3,230 0 0.0% Taxation
66,756 69,812 71,165 1,353 1.9%
Zoning Board of Appeals
27. Salaries 18,320 22,077 20,400 (1,677) -7.6% Taxation
28. Expenses 2,710 3,500 4,000 500 14.3% Taxation
21,030 25,577 24,400 1,177) -4.6%
Business Development Task Force
29. Salaries 25,028 25,575 52,250 26,675 104.3% Taxation
30. Expenses 771 1,000 1,000 0 0.0% Taxation
25,799 26,575 53,250 26,675 100.4%
Outside Professional Services
31. Expenses 30,601 31,250 33,500 2,250 7.2% Taxation
Mass Housing Partnership
32. Expenses 11,800 11,800 11,800 0 0.0% Taxation
Housing Authority
33. Expenses 4913 5,000 5,000 0 0.0% Taxation
Communications Systems
34. Expenses 117,606 118,250 118,650 400 0.3% Taxation
Training
35.  Expenses 3,208 4,000 4,000 0 0.0% Taxation
Total General Government 1,995,147 1,995,615 2,089,436 93,821 4.7%
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Appendix D

FY2005 Departmental Salary/Expense Budgets

Expended Current Proposed $ Change % Change
Description FY2003 FY2004 FY2005 FYO05 vs FYO05 vs
Budget Budget FY04 FY04 Funding Source
Police Department
36. Salaries 2,067,014 2,155,139 2,188,328 33,189 1.5% Taxation
37. Expenses 135,715 137,725 144,250 6,525 4.7% Taxation
2,202,729 2,292,864 2,332,578 39,714 1.7%
38. State Funded Education Incentive 99,679 125,423 125,423 0 0.0% $125,423 state aid
Auxiliary Police/Civil Defense
39. Expenses 2,000 2,000 2,000 0 0.0% Taxation
2,000 2,000 2,000 0 0.0%
Animal Control
40. Salary 27,723 28,023 28,581 558 2.0% Taxation
41. Expenses 4,196 6,400 6,400 0 0.0% Taxation
31,919 34,423 34,981 558 1.6%
Fire Department
42. Salaries 1,978,947 1,990,339 1,961,600 (28,739) -1.4% $194,963 Amb Receipts/
Taxation
43. Expenses 129,228 133,700 144,300 10,600 7.9% $13,000 Amb Receipts/
2,108,175 2,124,039 2,105,900 (18,139) -0.9% Taxation
Building Inspection
44, Salaries 185,184 201,348 210,649 9,301 4.6% Taxation
45. Expenses 17,465 24,380 25,460 1,080 4.4% Taxation
202,649 225,728 236,109 10,381 4.6%
Total Public Safety 4,647,151 4,804,477 4,836,991 32,514 0.7%
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Appendix D
FY2005 Departmental Salary/Expense Budgets

Expended Current Proposed $ Change % Change
Description FY2003 FY2004 FY2005 FY05 vs FYO05 vs
Budget Budget FY04 FY04 Funding Source

Department of Public Works
46. Salaries - admin 149,446 145,468 148,436 2,968 2.0% Taxation
47. Salaries - operations 1,062,885 1,036,392 1,057,617 21,225 2.0% $10,000 Perp. Care

Taxation
48. Expenses 323,257 349,200 346,400 (2,800) -0.8% Taxation
1,535,588 1,531,060 1,552,453 21,393 1.4%

49. Building Maintenance 302,190 318,570 380,120 61,550 19.3% Taxation

Municipal & School
50. Field Maintenance 99,788 85,000 85,000 0 0.0% Taxation
51. Snow & Ice 354,363 141,200 141,200 0 0.0% Taxation
52.  Street Lighting 211,273 90,000 98,173 8,173 9.1% Taxation
53. Cemetery Commission 0 300 300 0 0.0% Taxation

Waste Collection/Disposal
54. Expenses 1,298,965 1,440,000 1,440,000 0 0.0% Taxation

Total Public Works 3,802,167 3,606,130 3,697,246 91,116 2.5%
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Appendix D
FY2005 Departmental Salary/Expense Budgets

Expended Current Proposed $ Change % Change
Description FY2003 FY2004 FY2005 FYO05 vs FYO05 vs
Budget Budget FY04 FY04 Funding Source
Health Department
55. Salaries 135,563 138,394 140,648 2,254 1.6% Taxation
56. Expenses 8,324 9,350 9,850 500 5.3% Taxation
57. Mosquito Control 1,000 0 0 0
144,887 147,744 150,498 2,754 1.9%
58.  Outside Health Agencies 11,886 14,316 14,316 0 0.0% Taxation
Disability Commission
59. Expenses 0 500 500 0 0.0% Taxation
Council On Aging
60. Salaries 131,765 132,194 134,392 2,198 1.7% Taxation
61. Expenses 16,638 16,710 16,710 0 0.0% Taxation
148,403 148,904 151,102 2,198 1.5%
Youth and Family Services Commission
62. Salaries 133,997 137,036 138,703 1,667 1.2% Taxation
63. Expenses 13,752 14,172 14,850 678 4.8% Taxation
147,749 151,208 153,553 2,345 1.6%
Veterans Services
64. Salaries 21,052 21,761 21,579 (182) -0.8% Taxation
65. Expenses 8,898 22,025 22,225 200 0.9% Taxation
29,950 43,786 43,804 18 0.0%
Total Human Services 482,875 506,458 513,773 7,315 1.4%
Public Library
66. Salaries 627,560 634,356 642,175 7,819 1.2% Taxation
67. Expenses 181,329 187,650 193,260 5,610 3.0% Taxation
68. Lost Books 845 850 850 0 0.0% Taxation
809,734 822,856 836,285 13,429 1.6%
Recreation
69. Salaries 204,333 204,395 209,813 5,418 2.7% Taxation
70. Expenses 39,405 41,550 41,550 0 0.0% Taxation
243,738 245,945 251,363 5,418 2.2%
Memorial Day
71. Expenses 2,964 3,600 3,800 200 5.6% Taxation
Total Culture and Recreation 1,056,436 1,072,401 1,091,448 19,047 1.8%
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Appendix D
FY2005 Departmental Salary/Expense Budgets

Expended Current Proposed $ Change % Change
Description FY2003 FY2004 FY2005 FYO05 vs FYO05 vs
Budget Budget FY04 FY04 Funding Source
Other
72. Operating Capital 141,840 142,000 142,000 0 0.0% Taxation
Purchases
Information Systems - Student Management Software 16,300
Fire Air Mask Upgrade & Replacement 15,200
Fire Radio Upgrade & Replacement 6,000
Fire Rescue Equipment 12,000
End User Technology 65,000
Library Minuteman System 7,500
Municipal Software Server Replacement 20,000
73. Salary Reserve 0 0 170,000 170,000 Taxation
Total Other 141,840 142,000 312,000 170,000 119.7%
Total Municipal Budget 12,125,616 12,127,081 12,540,894 413,813 3.4%
Municipal Employee Benefits/Costs
$350,000 Pension Res/
Retirement Assessment 770,825 803,785 963,970 160,185 19.9% Taxation
Non-Contrib Pension 60,115 66,021 49,600 (16,421) -24.9% Taxation
Worker's Compensation 29,282 30,413 35,946 5,533 18.2% Taxation
Unemployment Comp 11,999 1,600 2,000 400 25.0% Taxation
Health Insurance 609,000 679,692 742,950 63,258 9.3% Taxation
Life Insurance 1,656 2,307 2,307 0 0.0% Taxation
Pre-Hire/EAP/Payroll 26,869 30,000 42,545 12,545 41.8% Taxation
Public Safety Medical 7,384 9,000 12,000 3,000 33.3% Taxation
Medicare Part B Refund 17,258 16,573 18,230 1,657 10.0% Taxation
Social Security 22,187 27,684 27,684 0 0.0% Taxation
Mandatory Medicare 80,407 93,680 98,364 4,684 5.0% Taxation
74.  Municipal Employee Benefits/Costs 1,636,982 1,760,755 1,995,596 234,841 13.3%
Total Municipal Benefits/Costs 1,636,982 1,760,755 1,995,596 234,841 13.3%
Municipal Related $130,000 Bond Premium/
75. Debt Service 736,512 855,853 950,856 95,003 11.1% $31,500 Sale of Land/
Taxation
Total Municipal Debt 736,512 855,853 950,856 95,003 11.1%
‘Westwood Public Schools
Salaries 17,042,522 18,766,51$93 19,877,630 111,115 5.9% Taxation




Appendix D
FY2005 Departmental Salary/Expense Budgets

Expended Current Proposed $ Change % Change
Description FY2003 FY2004 FY2005 FYO05 vs FYO05 vs
Budget Budget FY04 FY04 Funding Source

Expenses 7,722,352 6,200,245 6,182,465 (17,780) -0.3% Taxation
76. School salaries & exps 24,764,874 24,966,760 26,060,095 1,093,335 4.4%
77. Blue Hills Regional 56,623 5,010 86,843 81,833 1633.4% Taxation

Crossing Guards
78. Salaries 78,963 86,319 87,264 945 1.1% Taxation
79. Expenses 3,129 4,400 2,800 (1,600) -36.4% Taxation

82,092 90,719 90,064 (655) -0.7%

Total School Budget 24,903,589 25,062,489 26,237,002 1,174,513 4.7%

School Employee Benefits/Costs

Retirement Assessments 330,354 344,479 413,130 68,651 19.9% Taxation

Worker's Compensation 60,983 64,627 76,324 11,697 18.1% Taxation

Unemployment Comp 71,468 50,000 75,000 25,000 50.0% Taxation

Health Insurance 1,603,012 1,779,279 2,049,145 269,866 15.2% Taxation

Life Insurance 3,430 4,903 4,903 0 0.0% Taxation

EAP/Payroll 12,394 12,360 26,708 14,348 116.1% Taxation

Medicare Part B Refund 48,780 52,482 57,730 5,248 10.0% Taxation

Social Security 37,742 51,412 51,412 0 0.0% Taxation

Mandatory Medicare 228,221 254,720 287,456 32,736 12.9% Taxation
80. School Employee Benefits/Costs 2,396,384 2,614,262 3,041,808 427,546 16.4%

Total School Benefits/Costs 2,396,384 2,614,262 3,041,808 427,546 16.4%

School Related $226,000 Sch Bld reimb/
81. Debt Service 2,457,944 6,430,578 5,771,921 (658,657) -10.2% Taxation

Total School Debt 2,457,944 6,430,578 5,771,921 (658,657) -10.2%

Insurance/Reserve

Comprehensive And Liability Insurance - School & Municipal $305,270 Free Cash/
82. Expenses 241,297 270,000 310,500 40,500 15.0% Taxation
83. Reserve Fund 0 400,000 420,000 20,000 5.0% Free Cash

Total Insurance/Reserves 241,297 670,000 730,500 60,500 9.0%

Sewer Enterprise
84. Salaries 264,114 268,970 278,862 9,892 3.7% Sewer Enterprise Funds
85. Expenses 84,392 91,550 97,680 6,130 6.7% Sewer Enterprise Funds
86. Pumping Stations 91,086 103,440 125,000 21,560 20.8% Sewer Enterprise Funds
87. MWRA Assessment 1,819,031 1,842,566 1,900,100 57,534 3.1% Sewer Enterprise Funds
88. Mandated Inspections 102,120 120,00994 120,100 100 0.1% Sewer Enterprise Funds
89. Indirect Costs 212,000 212,000 212,000 0 0.0% Sewer Enterprise Funds




Appendix D

FY2005 Departmental Salary/Expense Budgets

Expended Current Proposed $ Change % Change
Description FY2003 FY2004 FY2005 FYO05 vs FYO05 vs
Budget Budget FY04 FY04 Funding Source
90. Sewer Debt & Int 1,104,033 1,099,604 1,056,350 (43,254) -3.9% Sewer Enterprise Funds
91. System Ext./Repairs 24,988 25,000 25,000 0 0.0% Sewer Enterprise Funds
Total Sewer Enterprise 3,701,764 3,763,130 3,815,092 51,962 1.4%
Total Operations Budget 48,200,088 53,284,148 55,083,669 1,799,521 3.4%
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Westwood Public Schools REVISED 04/06/04

FY '04 Appropriations and FY '05 Recommended Budget Comparison

Appropriation Recommended Budget
FY '04 FY '05 % Increase
I. INSTRUCTIONAL
Personal Services $ 16,844,058 $ 18,049,578 7.16%
Expenses 1,929,280 2,039,889 5.73%
Instructional Sub-total 18,773,338 $ 20,089,467 7.01%
II. CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION
Personal Services 710,787 $ 724,888 1.98%
Expenses 178,765 176,800 -1.10%
Administration Sub-total 889,552 $ 901,688 1.36%
III. OPERATIONS
Personal Services 1,136,670 $ 1,084,996 -4.55%
Expenses 1,765,200 1,839,945 4.23%
Operations Sub-total 2,901,870 $ 2,924,940 0.80%
Sub-Total Sections L.-ITI. $ 22,564,760 $ 23,916,095 5.99%
IV. SPECIAL TUITION AND TRANSP.
Tuition 1,810,000 $ 1,362,000 -24.75%
Transportation 592,000 582,000 -1.69%
Spec.Ed. Tuition and Transp. Sub-total 2,402,000 $ 1,944,000 -19.07%
Sub-Total Section IV. S 2,402,000 $ 1,944,000 -19.07%
TOTAL OPERATING BUDGET $ 24,966,760 $ 25,860,095
FY '04 funds transferrred to FY '05 (200,000) 200,000
24,766,760 26,060,095 5.22%




Technology?
Interested in our Town? Join Us!

Recreation?

Volunteer Your Talents!

Finance?
Historic?

Your involvement, expertise and life experiences will
make a difference!!

Please consider volunteering to serve on one of the many Town Boards, Committees or
Commissions.....choose your area of interest.....from Finance to Business Development and
many others. Your participation results in a stronger and more responsive local government.

To volunteer, fill in the following form. Attach some information regarding your interests, and
mail to the Office of the Selectmen, Westwood Town Hall, Westwood, MA 02090; or drop it off
at Town Hall. If you have questions or would like to learn more about volunteering, please call
the Selectmen's Office at (781)326-4172.

Thank you.

Name

Address

Home and Work Phone Numbers

Areas of Interest

Occupation

Experience or Education

Appointed Positions of Interest to You




Town

Article Article Description Meeting
No.
Vote
1. Supplemental appropriations FY04
2. Supplemental appropriations FY04
3. Supplemental appropriations FY04
4. Unpaid prior year’s bills
5. Adjust prior debt authorization
6. FY05 Town salary and expense budgets
7. Appropriation ($490,000) — Municipal capital improvements
8. Appropriation ($133,000) — Sewer capital improvements
9. Appropriation ($206,000) — School capital improvements
10. Appropriation ($25,000) — Stabilization fund
11. Road Improvement
12. Senior Property Tax Work-Off Program — Increase participants from 25 to 50
13. Petition Article — Request to petition General Court to grant single license for sale of alcohol
14 Land Transfer — Transfer the care, custody and control of Colburn School Administration
' Building (School to Selectmen)
15. Street Acceptances
16. Appropriation ($600,000) for purchase of real property — Islington Community Church
Appropriation ($750,000) for engineering and construction of wastewater mains as outlined
17. :
in the updated Sewer Master Plan
18. Return of fee in exchange for cross easement at Islington parking lot
19. Realign Canton Terrace
20. Regional Fire — Rescue Dispatch Center
21. Amend Zoning Bylaw — Definitions
22. Amend Zoning Bylaw — Consolidate various sections related to types of districts
23. Amend Zoning Bylaw — Consolidate overlay districts
24. Amend Zoning Bylaw — Incorporate dimensional regulations into a table format
25 Amend Zoning Bylaw — Incorporate parking regulations into a table format and consolidate
) parking, screening, lighting and noise provisions from various sections
26 Amend Zoning Bylaw — Consolidate certain sections dealing with Major Business
) Developments and Earth Removal Regulations into a Special Regulations section
27 Amend Zoning Bylaw — Consolidate various sections into one Special Residential
) Regulations section
28. Amend Zoning Bylaw — Consolidate Administration and Procedures from various sections
29. Amend Zoning Bylaw — Renumber Senior Residential Development section
30 Amend Zoning Bylaw — Amend Residential Retirement Community section to incorporate
) existing dimensional requirements
31. Amend Zoning Bylaw — Delete Section on Interim Development Rate Control
Amend Zoning Bylaw — Incorporate Accessory Uses into a table format and then consolidate
32. this section, and the existing Table of Principal Uses and Non-Conforming Uses and
Structures into a new “Application of Use Regulations” section
33. Amend Zoning Bylaw — Sign Bylaw
34 Petition article — Amendment to Zoning Bylaw, Sign Regulations, installation of banners
) advertising Town elections and Town meetings
35. Acceptance of Conservation Lands - Sandy Valley Road
36. Acceptance of Conservation Lands - Lot A Cedar Hill Drive




Town

Article Article Description Meeting
No.
Vote
37. Transfer lot containing Warren Pond — Selectmen to Conservation Commission
38 Amend Zoning Bylaw — Establish a new Industrial-Office District and Planned
) Development Area Overlay District and identify the purposes of these districts
39 Amend Zoning Bylaw — Incorporate the dimensional requirements of the Industrial-Office
) District into the Table of Dimensional Requirements
Amend Zoning Bylaw — Increase the permitted building height in the Industrial District to 70
40. feet and a maximum of five stories and establish the permitted building height in the
Industrial-Office District to 42 feet and a maximum of three stories
41 Amend Zoning Bylaw — Reduce the minimum required number of parking spaces for office
' uses to one space per 333 square feet of floor space
Amend Zoning Bylaw — Create special permit provisions to allow for shared parking in the
42. Industrial District on non-contiguous lots in separate ownership and the reduction of the
minimum required number of parking spaces in the Industrial District
43 Amend Zoning Bylaw — Allow for parking and services areas in the front setback of the
) Highway Business District, except for the 15 feet nearest the frontage street
Amend Zoning Bylaw — Increase the permitted floor area ratio (FAR) to 0.6 and to 0.8 by
44, . .2 RS
special permit in the Industrial District
Amend Zoning Bylaw — Increase the size of retail uses and restaurants in the Industrial and
45. Industrial-Office District by right and by special permit. Allow for parking garages as an
accessory use in the Highway Business District by special permit
46. Amend Zoning Bylaw — Establish a Planned Development Area Overlay District (PDAOD)
Amend Zoning Bylaw — Locate on the Zoning Map a PDAOD in the vicinity of Everett
47. Street, Wilson Way and Glacier Drive and the Industrial-Office District on land currently
zoned Industrial and located on Providence Highway and Perwal Drive
Petition article — Amendment to Zoning Bylaw — 101 High Street - Allow for a residential
48. retirement community in a Single Residence E District within 1,000 feet of an ARO District
by special permit — Petition Marked “A”
Petition article — Amendment to Zoning Bylaw —101 High Street — Allow for a residential
49. retirement community in a Single Residence E District within 1,000 feet of an ARO District

by special permit — Petition Marked “B”
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