
2009 Annual Town Meeting
Warrant Article Summary

Schedule of Public Hearings

February 23, 24*
March 23, 24

7:00 P.M.
Westwood High School Little Theatre

Westwood Finance Commission

*February 24 only if a postponement is necessary due to inclement weather 

or if business is not finalized on February 23.
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Dear Residents, 
 
The Finance Commission is in the process of reviewing both the budget and the warrant articles that will 
be presented at the Annual Town Meeting on May 4, 2009. The Commission will vote on these matters 
and present written recommendations prior to Town Meeting.  We have been meeting with various Town 
employees and officials, but the most important input we receive comes directly from the residents of the 
Town. We urge you to attend our public hearings so that we may listen to your concerns. In addition, 
these public hearings present one of the best forums to get your opinions known by other Town residents 
and the press. 
 
These are important matters that will directly affect both your tax bill and the quality of life in Westwood 
in the future. Please come to our hearings on February 23 and March 23 and 24.  The Finance 
Commission considers all articles in the warrant for every Town Meeting and reports to the residents in 
print before each Town Meeting its advice, estimates, and recommendations for consideration by you – 
the Town Meeting.  We take our responsibilities seriously and therefore encourage you to attend these 
hearings and become knowledgeable about the questions on which you will be asked to vote at Town 
Meeting on Monday, May 4, 2009. 
 

What Goes On at the Hearings? 
 

February 23, 24, 2009 
 

The Finance Commission hopes to complete this hearing on February 23.  However, if business is not 
finalized that evening or if a postponement is necessary due to inclement weather, we will continue on 
February 24. 
 
These initial hearings allow the sponsors of specific articles to present their proposed articles.  The 
meetings provide an opportunity for public response which can influence changes, if necessary, in the 
final wording which appears on the warrant for Town Meeting. 
 
Following public input, the Finance Commission may vote their recommendation(s) at this hearing or 
may do so at any of their regular meetings held during the month of March. 

 
March 23, 24, 2009 

 
Final costs will be available on all articles.  Again, public participation is encouraged.  Discussion will 
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continue, if necessary, on articles presented at the February public hearing. 
 
The Finance Commission will vote its recommendations on remaining articles at the completion of the 
public hearing. 

 
Schedule for February 23, 2009 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
Board of Health 

 
1. Revision to Section 5B (1)(e) of Article 17, Westwood Board of Health Hazardous Materials 

Bylaw.  This section describes what must be included in a Hazard Prevention Plan that each 
qualifying business must provide to the Board of Health to register under the bylaw. One 
section currently requires that businesses provide hard copies of Material Safety Data Sheets 
when registering under the Bylaw.  The Board proposes to allow businesses to provide a CD-
Rom containing the Material Safety Data Sheets instead of requiring hard copies.   

 
Planning Board Articles 

2. Amendment of Sections 2.0, 4.1.4, 4.1.5, 4.3.2, and 4.3.3 Related to Agricultural Uses 

This article proposes certain amendments related to agricultural uses, including the addition of 
a new definition for “Agricultural Use, Exempt” in accordance with MGL Chapter 40A, 
Section 3, and changes to the use chart to permit “Non-Exempt Agricultural Uses” by special 
permit in certain zones.  These proposed changes would not affect any current or future 
proposal for agricultural uses on lots of 5 acres or more.  The proposed definition would clarify 
what constitutes an exempt agricultural use, while the proposed changes to the use chart would 
require Planning Board approval for future agricultural uses on lots of less than 5 acres. 

3. Amendment of Section 2.0 Related to Definition for “Lot Width”  

This article proposes a new definition for “lot width” in response to a request from the Building 
Inspector to clarify the definition as it applies to irregularly shaped lots.  Under the current 
definition, lot width is calculated at the foremost point of any structure on a lot.  Under the 
proposed definition, the lot width would be calculated at the foremost point of the principal 
structure, or in the case of a vacant lot, at the point of minimum front setback distance. 

4. Amendment of Section 6.1 Related to Off-Street Parking Requirements 

This article proposes changes to that section of the Zoning Bylaw which sets forth 
requirements for off-street parking.  The proposed amendments are intended to clarify the 
requirements for the distribution of landscaping within large parking lots, and to clarify the 
number of parking spaces required for various uses including exempt and non-exempt 
agricultural uses and educational uses. 

5. Miscellaneous Housekeeping Items 

This article proposes certain minor amendments, as necessary, to correct, clarify or interpret 
certain misleading or confusing sections of the Zoning Bylaw.   
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Library Trustees 

6. Appropriation to complete the design and bid specifications for the proposed new library.  

Board of Selectmen Articles 
 

7. Road improvements. 
8. Approval of layout – Westwood Station Boulevard – Canton Street. 
9. Approval of layout – Westwood Station Boulevard – Canton Street intersection. 
10. Zoning amendments – Mixed Use Overlay District. 
11. Westwood Station state funding – possible support for an application by the developer for state 

infrastructure funding. 
12. Acceptance of Chapter 59 of Section 5 of MA General Laws - modification of the maximum 

annual income qualifying an elderly household wishing to defer property taxes.  The proposed 
language will not seek to establish an exact dollar amount, but rather tie the dollar limit to the 
amount referenced in MA General Laws so this limit will automatically adjust whenever there 
is a change in Chapter 59 Section 5 of MA General Laws. 

13. Authorization to establish a Charter Commission to consider revisions to the Town’s Charter 
which was first adopted in 1970 and last reviewed by a Charter Commission in 1986.   

14. Land acquisition – open space - provide the Board of Selectmen with an opportunity to seek 
authorization and funding to purchase one or more parcels of open space which may be offered 
to the Town.  

15. Moving of Colburn School building - this Article would seek Town Meeting approval and 
funding to move the Colburn School from its current location to a location yet to be defined.  

16. Construction of cemetery barn behind the Obed Baker House - appropriation for funds 
necessary to construct a historic three bay garage (barn) behind the Obed Baker House to be 
used to house cemetery equipment and supplies.    

17. Miscellaneous articles. 
 

Petition Articles 
In order to provide a clear understanding of the petition articles received, they 

are reprinted below word for word as submitted. 
 

(Petitioner:  Michael F. Walsh, 47 Phillips Brooks Road) 
 

18. That the Town increase the number of the members of the Board of Selectman from the current 
number of three (3) to five (5) members commencing in 2010; further, that one of the members 
shall be elected from each of the towns precincts and one at large; additionally no more than 
two (2) members shall be elected and/or reside in any one precinct.  Each of the members shall 
serve a three year term, and no more than two shall be elected in any one year, except for 2010, 
when three shall be elected, and one of those elected, one shall be for only one year, but in 
2011, one member shall seek re-election for a three year term.  The one receiving the second or 
at large position, shall seek re-election.  The at large person shall be determined by the second 
person elected from any one precinct. 
 

(Petitioner:  David Feyler, 20 Baker Street) 
 

19. Commencing as of the year 2010, no member of the Board of Selectmen shall be elected for 
more three consecutive terms.  Any prior member seeking to continue to serve the residents of 
the Town of Westwood may seek to be elected to the position after a one year hiatus and may 
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continue to serve an additional three consecutive terms, if so elected.  This cycle may continue 
so long as any individual continues to be elected. 

 
(Petitioner:  Greg Agnew, 34 Magaletta Drive) 

 

20. That effective 2010, the Town Election shall take place on the first Saturday in May and the 
Town Meeting moved to the to the Third Tuesday in May.  

 
Schedule for March 23, 24, 2009 – 7:30 P.M. 

 
In addition to the following articles, discussion will continue, if necessary, on articles presented at the 
earlier public hearings.  The Finance Commission will vote its final recommendations on remaining 
articles at the completion of this hearing. 
 

Board of Selectmen Articles 
 

1. Supplemental FY09 appropriations. 
2. Supplemental FY09 appropriation – Stabilization Fund. 
3. Establishment of a bylaw similar to the Police Chief Bylaw (Article 12A) defining the 

appointment and terms of the employment of a Fire Chief. 
4. FY10 budget – Westwood Station. 
5. Amend Article 6 of 2008 Annual Town Meeting – Westwood Station permit funding. 
6. Amend Article 15 of 2008 Annual Town Meeting – Westwood Station mitigation fund. 
7. Amend Article 16 of 2008 Annual Town Meeting – Westwood Station public safety payments. 
8. Amend Article 17 of 2008 Annual Town Meeting – Westwood Station traffic calming. 
9. Upaid prior year’s bills. 
10. FY10 Town salary and expense budgets. 
11. Appropriation – FY10 Stabilization Fund. 
12. Appropriation – Capital Improvement Stabilization Fund. 
13. Appropriation – Post Employment Health Insurance Trust Fund. 
14. Appropriation – municipal capital equipment/improvements. 
15. Appropriation – school capital equipment/improvements. 
16. Appropriation – sewer capital improvements. 
17. Street acceptances – Autumn Lane, Autumn Drive and others if received. 

 
 

Questions?  Comments?  Contact us: 
580 High Street 

Westwood, MA   02090 
�(781)320-1029 

Email:  snee@townhall.westwood.ma.us  
 
 

Please Note: 
 

The Town of Westwood accommodates the needs of all physically challenged or disabled people by 
reasonable means in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Please  

contact the Finance Commission office at  (781)320-1029  
to make your request known. 


